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Special Correspondent
Jammu

ost of the dis
placed Pan
dits  now
camping in
Jammu and other parts of
the country do not know
what happened to their
property they left behind in
Valley. More than ten thou-
sand houses have been
burnt, after looting the left-
over goods. Another five
thousand houses stand
badly damaged. About a
thousand houses have been
occupied by the security
forces or put on rent. Of the
thirteen thousand houses,
more than nine thousand
houses are either
unauthorisedly occupied by
locals or fake documents
have been contrived to
legitimise the fraudulent oc-
cupation.
In rural areas there is
large scale encroachment of
agricultural/horticultural

Pandits’ Property..... PK demands CBI probe

Fraudulent grab continues unabated

vits are produced by the
unauthorised occupants to
maintain the illegal posses-
sion of Pandits property.
Similarly shops run by Pan-
dits have been illegally oc-
cupied and Pandit tenants
ejected.

A veritable nexus has
come to light, which aims
at converting bonafide Pan-
dits’ property into disputed
property. Scared of their
property being turned into
disputed property through
fake documents and faced
with apathetic administra-
tion, in urban areas Pandits
are going for large-scale dis-
tress sale of their property.

In many cases these distress
sales do not fetch even

twenty percent of the actual
market value.

The frequent occurrence
of forcible and fraudulent
occupations oi houses be-
long to the displaced Pan-
dits has been causing con-
cern to the displaced com-
munity, worse their pleato

Damaged Pandit Properties

land of displaced Pandits. In
hundreds of cases by oblig-
ing revenue department of-
ficials, tampering of land
records has been effected.
Dispossession and dis-in-
heritance of Pandits’ prop-
erty continues unabated in
many forms. Fake docu-
ments/receipts, false affida-

the authorities to get the il-
legal occupations vacated,
have hardly produced any
results. In fact scores of
cases in this regard are
pending before law courts
for the last three years. This
has imposed additional fi-
nancial and mental burden
on the internally displaced

Pandits.

Some representative
organisations of the dis-
placed community have
blamed the government of
deliberately turning a blind
eye to the issue so as to dis-
courage the displaced per-
sons from returning home.

As per the details now
available to Kashmir Senti-
nel, a nexus has been tak-
ing full advantage of Pan-
dits” absence and their in-
ability to come to valley to
regain their properties. This
nexus involving sections of
district administration, Po-
lice and vested interests has
powerful patronage from
certain ruling party politi-
cians, including, as per
sources, a couple of senior
cabinet Ministers.

Informed sources said
that the police has been
asked to go slow in eviction
as it can  “create adminis-
trative problems”. Report-
edly some high ranking
members in NC have said
that this can also distance
party from local mojarity
community.

In majority of the cases
Police does not even regis-
ter the FIRs filed by the dis-
placed Pandits’ nor do they
communicate the progress
of the case to the affected
victim. Whenever there
pressure from NHRC or
from the central Govern-
ment, the state police every
time devised its own strate-
gies to prevent the illegal
occupant from ejection. In
certain instances, even
when the matters were
brought to the personal
knowledge of D.G. Police
or1.G.P. Kashmir Range, no
action was taken.

Quoting an instance of an
affected migrant of Jawahar

Burnt Houses of Pandits

Nagar. Srinagar. Mr. Tarig
Abdullah, brother of the
State Chief Mini<ter said
that he has taken up the
matter with the authorities
including some ministers,
but a “deaf ear was turned
by them”.

Alleging a nexus between
the authorities and the ille-
gal occupants Mr. Tariq
Abdulla said, “money
changes hands from the il-
legal occupants to the pro-
tectionist racketeers”. De-
scribing it as a great shame,
Mr.Tariq Abdullah, in a let-

ter published in Fnglish
daily, Kashmir Times said,
“ how is it expected from
the migrant Kashmiri Pandit
community to return to the
valley if their very homes

are illegally occupied under
the protection and patron-

age of the authorities”.
Citing yet another in-
stance of Police conniv-
ance, Dr. K.N.Pandita,
former Director Central
Asian Studies wrote to DIG
Police that “ the Superinten-
dent of Police, Baramullah

(Contd. on page 11)

Jammu East

By-election

BJP retains seat

KS Correspondent

Jammu : Mr. Ashok
Khajuria, the BJP
candidate from Jammu
East Assembly
Constituency defeated his
nearest rival, Ved
Mahajan of Congress by a
comfortable margin of
6700 votes in the recently
held by-election.

Khajuria polled 58% of
the total votes and
assured the hold of BJP
on this old bastion held
earlier by the Jan Sangh-
BJP veterans Pt. Prem
Nath Dogra , Prof.
Chaman Lal Gupta and

Vaid Vishnu Datt.

This by-election was
slated to be tough and
critiques evinced little
confidence in BJP victory
despite last time’s huge
margin of 22000 votes
which BJP MP Vaid
Vishnu Datt registered in
this assembly segment
during the March 1998
Parliamentary Elections.

The factors commonly
being put-forth by the
opposition were many
including BJP’s alleged
bungling of MBBS/BDS
agitation, its alleged nexus

(Contd. on page 11)
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LETTERS

Apprehensions about BJP unwarranted

Dear Sir,

This is in referenc to your
write up -~ BJP KAC toes NC
line”. We have to be very cau-
tious in our approach while
highlighting our pboblems. It is
afact that BJP has been the only
political party which supported
us in our times of exile. True
there can be some elements who
for their small interests may try
to undermine our view . How-
ever, we have to see the policy
of political party as whole and
not judge it by the individual
views of lobbies within the

party. As far | am concerned the
artriculation of BJP ieaders on
various issues regarding Kash-
mir including the issue of our
return does not warrant any ap-
nrehensions.
- Ramesh Kumar
Mayur Vihar Delhi

Dear Sir,

The write up ‘BJP KAC Toes
NC line® provides interesting
insights about the internal
thinking on the issue of return
within BJP-RSS clan.

However. before-inferences

Cashmie Sentinel
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a systematic exposure to the
perspective of Pandits on the
events issue of return and reha-
bilitation through the columns
of your paper. To nty knowledge
rio attempt has been made to put
our point of view in front of BJP
leadership in a comprehensive

manner. Group dynamics within |

our community might have been
one of the reasons for this
failure.But we can initiate a
debate at the intellectual level
and if done scientifically the
outcome will generate 1ts own
pressures for stremling the for-
mal community response.
Kashmir Sentinel can play
this role as it is gaining in re-
spect with each issue and com-
mumnity takes it seriously.
- Bihari Lal Koul
Udhampur.

Kashmir Sentinel
INFORMATION

The office of

Kahmir Sentinel and Panun Kashmir Foundation mourn
ﬂmrsaddmxandpmyfa‘pesceandlmto the
departed souls.
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THOSE WHO LEFT US

(May 28 to June 15 1998)

Smt. Somavati Thalchur W/o Late Sh. Jialal Raina R/O Mo-
halla Srinagar, presently at Ayodhya Enclave Sector-13, Flat 60,
Rohim Delhi 28-5-98

Smt. Shubawati Kaul W/O Late Sh. Prakash Koul R/O Wvyan
Pampore, presently at 14 G Phase-II Muthi Camp-'Jammu 28-
5-98

Sh. Mohan Lal Jotshi S/0 Sh. Ramjoo Jotshi RO Srinagar pres-
ently 26/3 Pamposh Colony Janipur-Jammu 20-5-98

Sh. Jawahar Lal Safaya S/O Sh. S L.Safaya R/O Natipora Kash-
mir, presently at Gadigarh Satwari Jammu 30-5-98

Sh. Ravinder Saproo S$/0 Late M.N.Saproo R/O Srinagar pres-
ently Buta Nagar Jammu 28-5-98,

Sh. Bushan Lal Sadhu S/0 Late Sh. Gopi Nath Sadhu R/O Sri-
nagar presently at 7-A Ext. Gandhi Nagar, Jammu 31-5-98
Sh. Vinod Bhatt S/O Sh. Chuni Lal Bhatt R/O Anantnag pres-
ently at 2-A, Muthi Camp Phase-II Jammu 1-6-98.

Kumari Usha Raina D/O Late Sh. O.N.Raina R/O Goshbug
Pattan Kashmir presently 106/6 Jia pota Mohalla Akhnoor
Jammu 1-6-98.

Smt. Veshrimali W/O Lt. Sh. Neii Kanth Koul R/O Salia Anant-
nag presently at 224-M Janipora colony Jammu 4-6-98.

Smt. Dulan Zutshi W/O L. Sh. Makhan Lal Zutshi presently
at 1681 sector 34 D Chandigarh. 1-6-98.

Smt. Shobawati Kaul W/O Sh. Kanshi Nath Kaul R/O Srinagar
presently at 34 B Govt: Quarters Gandhi Nagar Jammu 29-5-
9R.

Sh. S.I. Kakpuri R/O) Srinagar presently at Laxmi Puram
Chinore-Jammu 3-6-98.

Sh. Soom Nath Handu R/O Srinagar presently at 172 sect.4
SBI Lane Pamposh Colony Janipur Jammu 5-6-98.

Sh. Tika l.al Mam R/O) Srinagar presently at C-23 Tota Steei
P.O. Rasedia District Raipur, M.P. 4-6-98.

Smt. Jai Kishori W/ Sh. Janki Nath R/O Ganeshpora Pahalgam
Kashmir presently at Qtr. No: 319, Muthi Phase-1, 3-6-98.

Sh. Soom Nath Bhan R/O Srinagar presently at 43 Bhagwati
Nagar Jummu 3-6-98.

Smt. [hanst Bhat W/O Sh. Ramesh Chander Bhat R/O Khrew
Kashmir presently at (eeta Bhawan Prade Jammu 5-6-98.

Sh- St Kanth Kaul R/O Vessu Anantnag presently at Gole Mail,
Dhar Road Udhampur 4-6-98,

St Dolly Kaw W/O Sh. Raj Kumar Kaw R/O Srinagar pres-
ently at Garhy Udhampur 1-6-98.

Baby Sheenu Kaw 170 Sh. Raj Kumar Kaw R/O Srinagar pres-
ently at Crarhi Udhampur 1-6-98.

Sh. N.N Rama (Razdan) R/O Srinagar presently at 28 Laxmi
Nagar Muthi Jammu 1-6-98

Sh Tnlohs Nath Bakava R/O Srinagar presently at 133/1 Vinavak
Nagar Upper Muthi Jammu 6-6-9%.

Smt. Radha Mah W/O Late Sh. Ragh Nath Kotru R/0) Srm rgar
presently at 664/4 Panchkula Harvana 3-6-98.

Smt. Bryy Rani Tickoo W/ Tate Sh Brij Nath Tickoo R/ Sri-
uagar presently at 49-Anand Vihar Lane-3. Bohri Jammu 7-6-
98.

Smt. Leclawati Kamnail R/Q) Srinagar presentliy at B.D. 880
Sarojini Nagar. New Delhi 9-6-98. _

Sh. Gobind Ram Khar $/0 Nand Lal Khar R/) Mattan Anant-
nag presently at H.Ne: 74 Krishna Nagar Miran Sahib Jammu 9-
6-98.

Sh. Janki Nath Peer R/O Pamposh Colony Natipora presently at
(3. B.Panth Hospital Sonawar Srinagar 10-6-98.

Smt. Prana It W/O Sh. Bushan Lal Waguzari R/O Kotheir Anant-
nag presently Dhar Road, Udhampur 10-6-98.

Smt. Chand Rani W/O [ate Sh. Lambooder Nath Pandit R/O
Virkumeo Kokernag presently at HB-1. Police colony Channi
Himmat fammu 9-6-98.

Smt. Khemashon Wantoo W70 Sh. Manohar Nath Wantoo R/O
Srinagar presently at A-127 Sec: 4. HMT Township Banglore
1i-6-98.

St Kasti
Sarwal (2-6-08,

Fhat WO Late Sho Kashi Nathi Bhat R/O Pahroo

Nowgpan Chadosia presenily 663 Vinaval Nagar Sec. 3 Mutht

Nath Xuchroo presenthy at 273 Upper Laxmi Nagar

Smit. Somawat;

[BARTCRE
Smit Sestonm Rant Raud WO Late Sho AR Kaul presentiy at
109 Sector-7. Tokuts Nagar Jamma 360K

Shoeetender Kaul R/O Anantnag presentiv at Mutht Camp
Jamm {-65-98
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China training Kashmiri separatists

Diplomatic Correspondent
N.Delhi

uslim separatists had

been active for quite
sometime in the Muslim
majority province of
Sinkiang(China). They had
been demanding autonomy
- for the region. In 1995 the
region witnessed a massive
uprising, forcing the
chinese government to
launch a crackdown on the
separatists. With the fiz-
zling out of the uprising,
many of the activists went
underground. Chinese
warned Pakistan against fo-
menting ethnic unrest in the
region and even temporarily
closed down the Karakoram
Highway. Assome of these
rebels had entered neigh-
bouring central Asian state
of Kirygstan, it also took up
the matter with Krigystan,
government.

In 1993 there were also
sketchy reports about
Sinkiang fundamentalists
and Kashmiri separatists co-
ordinating their activities.
In fact many Sinkiang rebels
after training in subversion
in Pakistan chose the Kargil
route to reach back their
intended destination.

This was the time when
US was exerting pressure on
China by supporting au-
tonomy/independence for
Tibet and Sinkiang. Saudis

were actively training the
Sinkiang separatists, China
was thus forced to take a
stand on Kashmir which did
not appear hostile to Indian
position.

The reported interception
of a letter from a Kashmiri
separatist leader from Ulan
Bator (Mongolia) reports
about the training of

| Focus

Sinkiang Muslim boys in IS]
run camps and information
that the Chinese themselves
were training Afghan mer-
cenaries and POK nationals
have served to highlight that
Chinese are not so innocent
on Kashmir.

The letter, intercepted by
the intelligence agencies,
talks about this leader hav-
ing visited Sinkiang in 1997
and that his next destination
was Saudi Arabia. In this
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letter the separatist leader
makes adverse comments
about some of his erstwhile
collaboraters, for their” talk-
ing a different language”.
The leader was previously
in the top leadership of
People's League and now
belongs to the anti-Geelani
faction of Kashmir Jamaat
Islami. Prior to this a Kash-
mir University scholar and
a top Jamaat cadre is be-
lieved to have visited
Sinkiang through Mongolia

Recently, as reported in
a section of press some
Kashgari boys came to the
Head-quarters of Jamaat-i-
Islami in Lahore. From
there they were taken to Al
Badr training camp at Qoyi,
a place on the Afghan-Paki-
stan border. In this camp
run by 151, fifteen boys are
believed to have undergone
a month-long basic training
and 45 day specialised
training in handling explo-
sives.

VHP talks ‘tough on internal subversion

Jammu : Sufficient indica-
tions are available that sec-
tions within Sangh Parivaar
are opposed to the soft
policy proposed by its Kash-
mir Cell on matters pertain-
ing to ‘internal’ subversion.
In contrast to policy of BjP
Central leaders on ‘be-
friending’ Farooq Abdullah,
VHP leaders have indicated

NC government for
‘patronising ‘ internal sub-
version.

Mr. B.L.Sharma ‘Prem,
former MP and Central Sec-
retary VHP told press at the
conclusion of 3- day train-
ing camp at Kathua “ NC
government was trying to
change the demographic
character of Jammu. He
added that some nationals

from Azad Kashmir were
also being settled in Sidhra
bye-pass area. This, he said,
was the game plan of ISI,
which has the blessing of
ruling NC government to
have free flow of Islamiza-
tion in the State. However,
Mr. Prem said that this
policy of NC would be
counterproductive and
needs immediate revision.

The VHP leader called for
declaring Rajouri and
Poonch as disturbed areas.
He accused the state gov-
ernment of pursuing a hos-
tile policy towards VDCs in
Doda. According to him
surrendered militants re-
ceived Rs. 1800/~ per month
where as 8 members of the
VDC share just Rs. 1500 per
month.

Mr. Prem demanded
training for local Hindu
youth in firearms in vulner-
able areas.

The VHP leader also de-

manded that all assistance |

should be provided to the
displaced Hindus where
ever they may be till they
are able to return to their
homes. ,

Mr. Prem blamed NC for
distress sales of Pandit prop-
erties in Kashmir valley. He
added that the situation in
the valley had worsened
and all claims of returning
normalcy were bogus. He
stated that the only indica-
tor of normalcy was an ho-
nourable return of Pandits
back in the valley and guar-
antee of their rehabilitation,
there.

plosives was repeated two-
three times to improve their
prowess. After completion
of the training, the Kashgari
boys reported back to the
Jamaat headquarters at
Lahore.

What looks intriguing i<
that the Kashgari separatists
have reportedly been in-
sulted by other mercenaries
from Algeria, Afghanistan
and Gulf countries.

There have also been
credible reports of Chinese
PLA officials themselves
running specialised training
camps for Afghan mercenar-
ies, POK nationals and
Kashmiri separatists, on
Afghanbaistan-Pakistan bor-
der, particularly in Khosht
and Kunnar areas.

As per reports Indian in-
telligence agencies are in-
vestigating whether training
camps for Kashmiri separat-
ists exist on Chinese soil in
Sinkiang also.

Other reports suggest that
these Kashgari youth have
been given training in sub-
version with Chinese con-
sent. Chinese feel that di-

version of Sinkiang funda-

mentalists to destinations
other than Sinkiang can
slow down the nuisance at
home and at the same time
increase its strategic influ-
ence in Pakistan, by help-
ing it in its covert war
against India.

say that Chinese stand on
Kashmir needs to be re-
viewed in the context of its
own objectives in J&K and
long term foreign policy in-
terests. for Chinese, the
best stand on Kashmir is sta-
tus-quo. This helps it to
maintain illegal occupation
of 5000 square miles of J&K
State gifted to her by Paki-
stan. It has built the strate-
gic highways of Karakorum
and Mintak through this
area. Any serious media-
tion would have to first en-
sure that the illegal occupa-
tion of J&K territory by
China is to be vacated.
Moreover over-playing
Kashmir card can reopen
Sinkiang and Tibet for
China in future.

China and US have been
following a policy of collu-
sion and confrontation also
in the regional context of
Pakistan.

As far as Russia and In-

dia are concerned, there is
total collusion, but where

their mutual interests are
affected, they assert.

When Mr. Talbott visited
Pakistan in aftermath of
nuclear tests by india and
hinted a pagkage, it was
given a nod by Gohur Ayub
Khan.The package offered
to Pakistan .was a) hefty
econonmic package b)
Nuclear Umngrella ¢) soft

(Contd. on,page 4)
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international NGO'3 concerned
about Pandit’s plight

Special Correspondent

Geneva - More and more In-
ternaiional NonGovemmental
Organisations have started
voicing their concern on the
plight of displaced Pandits.

Subsequent to Wandhama
massacre International cogni-
sance of the cleansing opera-
tions directed against Kashmiri
Pandits has increased. In the
recently concluded session of
UNHRC at Geneva many west-
ern NGO's have made repre-
sentations to the Commission on
the threat to Kashnuri Pandits.
This has forced many scparat-
ists representatives of muslims
to change their stance. We here
reproduce the excerpts of the
representation by the President
of International Progress Or-
ganisation Dr. Hans Kocchler
to the UN High Commissioner
for the Human Rights Man
Robinson.

Vienna 13th March
1998
P/RE/15862

Dear Madam High ( om-
missioner,

‘The International Progress
Organisation in conncction
with the forthcoming ses-
sion of the UN Commis-
sion on Human Rights,
would like to draw vour
attention to the tragedy of
the Pandit community in
Kashmir.

Since 1998, 3,00,000 Pan-
dits have been foreed to
fee thar native country.
They are now living in 40
refugee camps in the
Jammu vegion under inhu-

Sinkiane bk established
(Contd. from page 3)
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Had the Pabistan agreed |

1o Nuclear Umbrella pALL—! i |

age. this would have meant |
serious hindrance to Chi |
nesc rowing strateaic influ-
ence not onty in Pakistant
but also the entire region,
the sub-continent and Cen-
tral Asia. That is why China
goaded Pakistan into carry-
ing out the te<t and offered
nNOLto impose sanctions on
her and even oppose them
if others were voing to do
against her. In fact a Chi-
nese ship carrying enriched
nuclear material was inter-
cepted by US at Andaman
Islands.

man coditions. Many of the
Pandits have been kifted by
terrovist gangs. The most
recenl massacre occured on
25th January 1998 in
Wandhama (Kashmir)
where 23 Pandits were
killed by unidentilied gun-
men.

We urge the United Na-
tions Organisation to stop
these atrocities and to pre-
vent these brutal acts of
“ethinic cleansing” . On the
basis of international hu-
man rights instruments the
international community has
a special responsibility in
that regard. It is intoler-
able that at the end of the
20th century ethnic or reli-
gious minorities are threat-
ened by extermination be-
cause of the lack of inter-
national protection. Acts of
genocide have to be pun-
ished whenever and wher-
ever they oceur.

While being aware of the
fact that final settlement of
the issue can only be
achieved through a lasting
peace agreement between
India and Pakistan over the
fquestion of  soverignly in
Kashmir. We urge the
United Nations (o under-
take an international inves-
tigation on the acts of ter-
rorism in Kashmir and to
send an international fact
finding teum (o the area so
as to determine the respon-
sibility  for

these acts of

-ethnie cleansing and geno-

cide.™”

Shaheen

Terrorists attack
Dessa again

KS Correspondent

Doda: In their attempt to

- force minority out from this
area, terrorists again ati-,

tacked the house of 3 VOIC
member of Sher Kund area
in Dessa area of District
Doda . Reports reaching
here say that VDC members
Om Prakash and his brother
Ram Prasad were sitting in

their house when they were

attacked.

Undeterred, both the
brothers took positions and
fired upon the militants. In
the encounter, which lasted
one hour, Ram Prasad sus-
tained bullet injury in his
right arm. The police which
reached after some time,
however, failed to nab the
terrorists.

Escalation of vio-

lence in Valley
KS Correspondent

Srinagar : In the renewed
violence in the capital city
of Srinagar Hizbul
Mujahideen terrorists hit the
Gypsy of NC MLC, Ghulam
Nabi Shaheen with a mine.
In the mine explosion Mr.
who is also
brother-in-law of MOS for
Flome, Ali Mohammed
Sagar |, suffered serious in-
juries. The incident has sent
shock waves among NC
circles who were claiming
that the state was now left
with only residual mili-
tancy.
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Pandit's exodus

‘The varying per

eptions

8
s

of Army and Police

“TheyiPandits) should
have been put up in
secure camps in the
Valley but never allowed
to leave. Political parties
are unfortunately making
political capital of the
migration in the Jammu
region by distributing
rations in the camps and
making them feel con-
formable. The police has
stressed upon the political
parties to launch a con-
certed effort to make the
people return to their
homes”

- Mr. Gurbachan Jagat,
D.C.Police J&K Govern-
ment.  (IndianExpress
Newsline 8th June. 98)

“The ethnic cleansing
of 2,48,000 Kashmiri
Pandits contained within
it all the seeds of an

ethno-religicus move-
ment, the like of which
the world has witnessed
in recent times in erst-
while Yugoslavia and
Rwanda. Had the Pandits
dithered or delayed their
departure from the valley,
they too would have
suffered the cruel fate of
Serbs and Muslim Croats
in Bosnia-Herzegovina.
The eviction of the Pan-
dits must also be viewed
against the background of
97 Hindu temples being
destroyed since 1990, a
fact that has been under-
played in the overall
interest of communal
harmony and religious
amity”,

- Major General Arjun
Ray in ‘Kashmir Diary Psy-
chology of Militancy’

CORRIGENDUM

In our last issue 1-15 June 1998 we
published the article, India and USA —
two Great Democracies. The article
was reproduced by courtsey Indian
Express. The author of the article Mr
Garry Kessler is a free-lance Journalist
covering Central Asia.

tem of medicine.

Attention

Piles & Fistula Patients

1. Contact for 100% cure for Piles, Fistula &
other anorectal diseases by painless and
bloodless, scientific, KSHAR SUTRA
method. No hospitalization required.

Contact for other chronic ailments like
epilepsy, stress & strain, insomnia, joint
pains by Ayurveda.

24 hrs. OPD & Indoor facilities available
by experienced doctors of Ayurvedic sys-

For registration contact

ADMINISTRATOR
Jammu InstiTute of Ayurveda
& Research Hospital

17 - C Extension, Gandhi Nagar, Jammu - 180 004
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The bomb that blasted the famil

KS Correspondent

Jammu : “Papa, | am
sorry that | have not done
my home work today. |
promise to do it after | re-
turn from Matamal tomor-
row, six year old Sheenu
scribbled on a piece of pa-
per and left this message for
her father with the landlady.
She never returned tomor-
row to complete home-
work.

Raj Kumar Kaw an em-
ployee in Post-Master
General’s office and his
wife Dolly had got married
in 1990, after migrating
from Kashmir . Raj Kumar
had builta house alongwith
his brothers at Garhi in
Udhampur and had been
shuttling between Udham-
pur and Jammu. Since it was
very inconvenient, he de-
cided to take rented
accomodation atJanipur on
the outskirts of city.

Ashtmi is a very sacred
day for Pandits. On this day
some Pandit ladies do not
take meals at all and prepare
sweet-puris (Satyadeev).
Others take only one meal.
Ninety percent Pandit la-
dies observe fast on Ashtmi.

Raj Kumar's wife Dolly
decided that she would take
the specially prepared
ahtmi meal at her parental
house at Bohri. Dolly had
told her father to wait for her
around 2.30 p.m He grew
anxious as she did not turn
up even upto 5 p.m.

Dolly took her own time

in completing household
chores and left home at 5
P.M. Dressing her two little
girls Sheenu and Sibu { 2
year; in their best, she
thought of getting new
shoes for Sibu Dolly also
carried money to purchase
a fridge through her brother.

Dolly and her two kids
were walking along the
busy Raj Tilak bazar, when
the blast occured. Sheenu
was blown to pieces, her
legs were thrown into the
air due to impact of the
blast. The explosion was
caused by a time bound
device kept beneath the ex-
tended portion of a cloth
shop.

Little Sibu fell out of the
lap of her mother and
landed close to an auto-
driver, who brought her to
the hospital. While Sheenu
died on the spot, her semi-
conscious mother was
shifted to GMC Hospital.
Sheenu’s one missing arm,
which lay in a bylane was
brought one hour later to
the hospital.

In Hospital, Dolly just
managed to mumble her ad-
dress. The police reached
Raj Kumar’s home. Thatday
he had left office late since
his wife was away. Having
learnt about the blast, he
was a little worried and
asked the tandlord about
the time his children had
left for ‘Matamal’. Mean-
while the police arrived
and told him his wife Jolly

The body of

5 '- old girl Sheenu

was injured in the bomb
blast. Raj Kumar told the
police innocently that the
name of his wife was Dolly
and not Jolly and ignored
the police message. His
neighbour smelt the rat and
told Raj Kumar to come
along with him to the hos-
pital to confirm whether his
family was safe.

Raj Kumar saw his wife
struggling for her life. De-
spite her grave condition,
the only words she man-
aged to communicate to her
husband was to look for

their two little girls. Dolly
succumbed to injuries later
at night.

The world seemed totally
lost for him, as Raj Kumar
next morning took the dead
body of his wife and dear
Sheenu to Udhampur for

i ;
aw killed in a blast at Raj Tilak Road Jammu on the spot of Carnage.

cremation. Sibu who had
suffered serious contusions
on the front portion of her
brain was left in the hospi-
tal in the custody of relatives
and office collegues. The of-
fice collegues took com-
plete care for Sibu. By turns
they kept nursing Sibu
round the clock. She has
since been discharged from
the Hospital.

Sheenu’s death was a
greatshock to all those who
knew her. By nature she
was sweet, active and intel-
ligent. Her teachers from Sai
Montessory High School
New Plot looked dazed and
they praised her.

Intriguingly police has
not informed the family re-
garding what happened to
the cash and jewellery
Dolly Kaw carried with her.

Neither the state govern-
ment has announced the ex-
gratia relief.

Another bombblast vic-
tim was Vandana Koul D/
O Mr. M.L.Koul. She sus-
tained a grievous injury to
her eye and has been re-
ferred to All India Institute
of Medical Sciences for fur-
ther specialised treatment.

Meanwhile, two Kash-
miri Pandits were among
the civilians killed in an-
other bomb blast at
Maheshpura Army camp.
Identified as Vinod Bhat R/
O Janglat Mandi, Anantnag
and Jitendra Kcul R/O
Mattan, they were report-
edly associated with
counter insurgency opera-
tions. Vinod Bhat lives at
Purkhoo camp, while Koul
lived at Muthi camp.

Posturing by

Special Correspondent

Geneva : Overscas represen-
tatives of various Kashmiri
scparatist outfits appear to have
developed a broad based con-
sensus on ihe 1ssue of “return of
displaced Pandits". This attitude
was amply evident during the
recently concluded session of
the Human Rights Commission
- of United Nations at Geneva.
Given the tone and tenor of their
representations through various
NGO's accredited with the
UNHRC and the interaction
with other representatives. All
of them appear to have em-
barked on a propaganda drive
of intense tactical posturing on
the issue of displacement of
Kashmiri Pandits and their re-
turn to vallev. In fact some of
the representatives had started
advocating this apparently

“accomodating " line on Pandits
since the failure of Pakistan to
get through a resolution in
UHRC against India few years
back. Pandit campaign in that
particular session and the sub-
sequent sustained effort to high-
light the issue of their religious
cleansing and attrocities com-
mitted by the Muslim terrorists
had made these representatives
including the rabidly pro-
Jamaat groups like Kashmir
Americdan Council headed by
Dr. Gh. Nabi Phai to acknowl-
edge the importance of Pandit
factor at the international level.

Mr Nazeer Geelani an over-
seas representative of Kashmiri
scparatists who has been lead-
ing their propoganda campaign
in various .international fora
particularly UNHRC, had vis-
ited India in Januarv 1997. He
reportedly had detailed interac-

overseas separatists

tion with Kashmiri Muslims
lzadership in the valley as well
as New Delhi. In his 50 page
report, he has urged Hurriat to
mitiate a dialogue with ‘fellow
native Kashmiri Pandits‘ and
assuage their hurt feelings. He
is also reported to have told Fa-
rooq Abdullah to initiate mea-

sures for the return of Pandits.
As per the reliable sources he

had advocated the names of four
prominent Kashmiri Pandits
with whom Farooq government
should initiate a dialogue. Inter-
estingly all the four Pandit
names proposed by Nazeer
Geelani which included a lead-
ing Pandit Physician are known
for soft-peddling the core-issues
on Pandit return.

As in Kashmir valley, the
muslims separatist groups op-
erating in USA and Britain and
spearheading the propaganda

campaign are broadly polarised
into two groups.

The non-jamaat secessionist
groups are basically neo-
fundamenmtalist in orientation
and are closer to National Con-
ference and JKLF. Overseas
separatist leaders like Nazeer
Geelani, Khursheed Draboo,
Siraaj Shah, Abdullah Raina,

Majecd Tramboo etc represent
this non-Jamaat group.
Subsequent to failure of Pa-
kistan to attract significiant in-
ternational  attention on
Kahsmir this group opened
channels with National Confer-
ence and presently appear to be
more accomodative and appre-
(Contd. on page 10)
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Sino-Indian-Relations

Indian defence minister was right when he suc-
ceeded in shifting the focus of a possible threat
perception from Pakistan to China.

It raked up an uncalled for . criticism from
the left and left of centre parties including the
Congress. The critics have gone on lamenting a
decline in Sino-Indian relations after the defence
minister’s public utterances. The BJP lead coa-
lition has also been charged of vitiating an at-
mosphere of trust and confidence which had
emerged in the South-Asia among the Neighbours,
If the opposition cspecially the Left really be-
lieves in what it says then there is definitely
something wrong with both the understanding
as well as the perceptions of this opposition.

Both China and Pakistan have succeeded in
encircling India and abetting hostile groups within
the Indian territory. Whereas the Pakistan’s
intervention has been obvious and overt, China
has been tactfully cmploying insurgent groups
through Myanmar, Bangladesh and Nepal into
India. It has not only refused to address the
long standing border dispute with India but has
illegally occupied Indian territory handed over
to it by Pakistan. FKurther China is charged
of having deployed nuclear missiles on the Ti-
betan Plateau aimed at major Indian strategic
locations.

China, as reports suggest, is also helping Pa-
kistan ISI to spread its tentacles in Central
Asia and Kashmir. More scrious is China’s
overt as well as covert support to Pakistan’s
nuclear programme which has also been estab-
lished by the US defence experts,

What really has sustained this persistent anti-
India policy of China has been India’s soft-
pedalling on most of the issue coneerning secu-
rity in the region. It is now for long that India
has been behaving like a soft state. The atti-
tude of Indian state can be judged in terms of
its meek response to the proxy war in Kashmir.
In fact, the Indian state has undermined the
magnitude of the crisis the nation is facing.
Grave issues of the ethnic cleansing of minori-
ties in J&K have been relegated to non-issues.
For years now, the Indian state has been be-
having as an anti-people state.

-In such a: scenario Beijing finds an obliging
Pakistan a better bet to directly fiddle in the
troubled scenario of entire Tadjik-Afghan-Kash-
mir crescent.

Taking the country mto confidence on the issues of
security is an act of responsibility. The process needs
to be carried forward and people educated. The
US-Sino-Pak nexus has not emerged overnight. It

was there since long. Only we refused to
acknowledge the same.

It is

By Shyam Koul
(Veteran Journalist)

f after Wandhama and

Prankote carnage ear

lier this year there were

still any doubts about
the intentions of mercenary
terrorists, those have been
fully dispelled by the
slaughter of innocent citi-
zens at Surankote (Poonch)
and Dessa (Doda) in the first
week of May.

Itis clear now that the ter-
rorists are choosing their tar-
gets and killing fields ac-
cording to a set pattern,
with the frequency graph
also shooting upwards.
From Wandhama at one
end of the State to

- PRANKOT, high up in what

could be called the central
region, to Surankote at the
other end, the terrorists
have spread their deadly
tentacles all over the State,
completing their firm hold.

The killings are being car-

- ried out with greater fre-

quency than witnessed ever
before. There have been
five mass murders already
so far during 1998, with at
least 75 men, women and
children, butchered merci-
lessly, a third of them
hacked with axes, or
clubbed or simply bled to
death.

The Pakistan sponsored
terrorism seems to have en-
tered a decisive phase with
foreign mercenaries, more
or less, taking over com-
plete command and control
of proxy war in Jammu &
Kashmir. Observers here
see it as an evil portent of
imminent killings and mas-
sacres in days to come.
There are strong fears that
recent carnage could only
be the precursors of more
tragedies to come. It could
also mean more bloody en-
counters between the army
and the mercenaries, who

recently gave the evidence
of their battle-worthiness,

determination and tenacity
at Ahgam where only
eleven of them held on to
their position for three days.

The mercenaries have
several advantages and are

better placed than the army.

regular i

Jammu and Kashmir is a pre-
dominantly mountainous
area, and its heights and ter-
rain would ideally suit any
terrorist, especially the ones
like Afghan mercenaries
who thrive in such sur-
roundings. And going by
the official reports most of
the mercenaries in this state
are either Pakistanis or Af-
ghans. They take difficult
routes to sneak in, and
while moving in the interior
areas, they hold on to hills
and mountains, avoiding
the valleys. They can and
they do reach from one end
of the State to the other,
trudging all along through
the high altitude regions,
undetected by the police or
army.

According to reports
coming in from different
hilly areas, terrorists have
built entrenchment and
cave bunkers in the moun-
tains, generally out of the
reach of the army and they
operate from there, swoop-
ing down on their targets at
chosen times. One such
large cave bunker was
stormed by the army soon
after Wandhama carnage, in
the neighbouring Safapur
mountain, and seven mer-
cenaries were killed. The
army found abundant sup-
plies of ammunition, food
and other essential com-
modities stored in the cave
hideout.

On top of all this the mer-
cenaries are kept fully sup-
plied with arms and ammu-
nition, which come in regu-
larly through the supply
lines over the mountains.
Arms consignments inter-
cepted and seized by the
army now and then contain
most modern and sophisti-
cated weaponry which any
fighting force anywhere in
the world would be envious
to possess and handle.

It would be no exaggera-
tion to say that the merce-
naries hold sway over hill
tops and strategic points in
the mountains in Kashmir
valley and hilly areas of
Jammu region. What is
more alarming is that their

presence is on the increase,
week after week. So also the
smuggling of arms and am-
munition. These facts are
conceded by both army and

civil authorities.
In the background of this

grim scenario and with Pa-
kistan getting more aggres-
sive and assertive”, and Pa-
kistan Premier, Nawaz
Sharif adopting a “shrill at-
titude” , as former diplomat,
S.K.Singh, has put it, one
wonders whether it is a

mere proxy war or a regu-
lar war which Pakistan has
unleashed in Kashmir. Is
there any room for doubt
after the much publicised
visit of Pakistan’s Informa-
tion Minister, Mushahid
Hussein, to the training
camp and headquarters of
Lashkar-e-Toiba, one of the
main tormentors of Kash-
miris in perpetrating terror-
ist violence, massacres,
murders, and abductions ?

With the non-Muslim
population in Kashmir Val-
ley having been reduced to
only a few hundred fami-
lies, the terrorists have
turned to the hilly areas of
Doda, Udhampur, Poonch
and Rajouri. In the words of
Chief Minister, Farooq Ab-
dullah, spoken at a function
in Srinagar on May 11, there
was “massive infiltration”
from Pakistan in Kupwara,
Poonch and Rajouri and the
infiltrators were resorting to
“unfortunate massacres of
minority community”.

In Jammu region, the
mercenaries have an added
advantage of having a safe
mountain route right from
Doda to Pak-occupied
Kashmir, without having to
touch plain ground any-
where, thus giving them
deep penetration into the
higher reaches of the entire
region.

By pounding regularly
the minority community,
mercenaries seem to be
striving to achieve many
objectives. One of these is
to create fear and panic
among the members of the
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ninority community in or-
ler to generate a wave of
nsecurity, instability and
light of people from their
yomes and hearth.

Another is to kill non-
vuslims, brutally and mer-
silessly in the sinister hope
hat it may one day fulfil
’akistan‘s dream of spark-
ng a communal holocaust
n India.

There is no gainsaying
he fact that the armed
rces are not only fully
live to the magnitude and
tensity of the challenge of
ak mercenaries, but they
re also dealing with it
rcefully and effectively.
he clashes that take place
‘most daily on the border
" in the interior, lead to
ipture or annihilation of
ores of foreign hirelings
d seizure of smuggled

ms. But it is also a fact that
iere is no let up either in

filtration or arms smug-
ing and far greater vigi-
nce and counter infiltra-
on measures are needed to
1in complete control over
e’ situation. These mea-
res need particularly to be
shtened in villages and
imlets situated in the
ountains or in close prox-
lity to them.

There should be no am-
guity regarding the fact

at the mercenaries de-’

rveé no mercy whatsoever
id they should be dealt
ith the bullet only and

completely eliminated like
a dangerous pest, which
they are for the entire hu-
manity.

Gen. Krishna Pal, Secu-

rity Advisor to the State

Government, has all along
been advocating a “strong
response” to the Pak-spon-
sored terrorism, which, he
pleads, is the only way to
eradicate militancy.

India has given a strong
response to Pakistan’s ag-
gressive and assertive pos-
tures, Nawaz Sharif'ss shrill
declarations, and the cre-
ation of a “dangerous
nuclear environment” by
that country. The five un-
derground nuclear tests
conducted by India on May
11, it is hoped, will cool
aggressive and quarrelsome
tempers in Pakistan and will
also act as a deterrent to
their territorial ambitions,
terrorist designs and con-
spiracies.

India has been warning
Pakistan time and again to
refrain from sponsoring,
organising, promoting and

perpetrating terrorism in|

Jammu & Kashmir. Now
that Pakistan has fully en-
trusted its proxy war to for-
eign mercenaries, strongest
possible response is abso-
lutely necessary. Those who
persist on playing with fire,
end up with burnt fingers.
In this it could be perma-
nently maimed fingers.

By P.N. Wali
(President, KPA Bombay)
xodus of Kashmiri
Pandits from the
Kashmir Valley af
ter 1990 has posed
besides many questions of
survival and sustenance, a
very serious problem of pre-
serving the identify of the
community. This question
is upper most, nor only for
those who had to flee Kash-
mir and seek shelter and
livelihood outside the state
after 1990 but also that
large number who had left
Kashmir say from 1947 on-
wards (if not earlier) to seek
better avenues outside
Kashmir - where their
progress and advancement
was throttled by brute ma-
jority force and unkind re-
gimes. It is a progressive
community with a fund of
talent in all fields. It cannot
be confined to one place,
much less the valley to
which it claims it origin. It
will spread out in all corners
of India. nay the globe. But
will this spread forcing
atomisation and fragmenta-
tion result into the commu-

nity losing its identity.
Till 1990, the valley was
a focal point, out one point
reference. We related out
existence to the valley,
which we might not have
been able to visit for years
sometimes. We had our re-
lations there. We had our
physical assets left behind.
Older ones, among us had
our memories there. We
had our icons. Devis and
Ishta Devas there. The need
for any other identity rein-
forcing mechanism was
minimal. This has changed.

Will this endanger our ex-.

istence as a community?,
Need :

Do we need the identity
¢ Every individual does. It
is a psychological and a so-
ciological anchor. Some
people say that Kashmiri
Pandits are individualistic
in nature. It may be true as
far as we have learnt to fight
our individual battles of ex-
istence along, with courage
and fortitude. But we are
very much gregarious as for

our community is con-
cerned. We seek each
other. We love to be in each
other company. We associ-
ate with each other. Enough
proof has been thrown up
during last few years, in
spite of small number we
have been able to direct the
world opinion to visit our
woes.

Interestingly | find that ev-
ery subsequent generation
is more concerned with this
issue of identity than even
the preceding one.

We are a community
with specific traditions -
physical and philosophical,
a specific way of life, a
value system and a thinking
pattern. We would like to
stick to them or, should we?
I think the present consen-,
sus is in favour of presery- .
ing and sustaining this iden-
tity.

A tradition, a value sys-
tem, a social pattern of
thought and action very
conveniently perpetuates
itself on a situation of physi-
cally confined space. The
dispersal of the community
into a thousand centres is
therefore, a negative factor.
The pressures from the en-
vironment to absorb small
groups is always enormous.
The reduction of barriers of
time, language, distances
through modern technol-
ogy makes this pressure all
the more pervasive. Lan-
guage as means of cultural
continuity is unfortunately
losing its hold as far as we
are concerned. Dress and
other behavioural patterns
are getting invaded. No
doubt food preferences per-
sist much longer but how
long ? Purity of blood,
whether considered desir-
able or not, was a sure way
of continuing of community
ethos. Lately even this is
coming under serious
strain. Inter-cast marriages
are increasing by the day.

All these things point to the
fact that something positive

need to be done to preserve

the identity of the commu-
nity as a socio-cultural reli-
gious ethnic group.

Preserving Indentity

If the community thinkers
put their heads together,
they can evolve a pattern
and an action plan which
will help in maintaining our
identity. We have instances
in India where small groups
have kept their identity for
long time, in spite of loos-
ing contact with their place
of origin. Sindhis in India,
after partition, Parsis in In-
dia after having been driven
out of Persia few centuries
back, even the Kashmiri
Pandits of UP who left Kash-
mir more than three centu-
ries back, the Jews kept their
identify intact even for a
thousand years away for Is-
rael. In my opinion the com-
munity leaders and all the
community members must
take positive steps to pre-
serve the identity.

steps :

While it is matter of seri-
ous thought, possibly re-
search, into steps that need
be taken to reinforce the
identity, some indicative
steps can be listed.

- A commitment to-
wards refurbishing our links
with valley, presently al-
most snapped: This is g
matter of our political
agenda and will recejve
greater attention there. In
spite of what time it may
take to achieve that goal,
this objective should be- .
come the part of the psyche
of each Kashmiri Pandit, -
young or old. Karbala is
encased in the mind of ev-
ery Shia Muslim wherever
he is. Israel lived as a dream
in the mind of every Jew.
Kashmir should remain as a
part of the Kashmiri Pandits
psyche, howsoever vague it
may appear at times., We
may not suffer from perse-
cution complex but we
should remember the per-
secution complex gone |
through not only since
1947 but few centuries
even before that.

2. To inculcate a sense
of pride into each K.P. This
has been a great community
with arich tradition, a long
history and scholasiic
achievements.

(Contd. on page 10)
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Key to Kashmir lies in
Valley, not Geneva

Mcohammad Sayeed Malik

Spasmodic
‘internationalisation’ of the
Kashmir issue, by forces
inimical to India, is a familiar
feature of the five decade old
problem. It never mattered in
the past and it is not going to
alter the ground reality in
future.

The deliberations of the
P5 meeting at Geneva
pertaining to Kashmir are no
exception. The drama
enacted at the P5 meeting is
largely an ‘action reply’ of US
president Bill Clinton
sponsored Robin Raphel’s old
script. bt did not work five
years earlier and it is not
going to work now.

Implementation of the
UN  Security Council
resolution - calling for a
ceasefire from January 1,
1949 - has been the one and
only material consequences
of international intervention
inKashmir. All other attempts
at arbitration, outside the
bilateral framework has
ended in failure.

India has suffered
periodic pressures to
compromise on its Kashmir
stand - more so whenever it
was faced with diplomatic
difficulties on some other
account. This has been the
case ever since India,
ironically, chose to take the
issue to the United Nations
on Decenmber 31, 1947,
following the ‘tribal invasion’
from Pakistan two months
earlier.

Today the P5 nations are
once again trying to use
Kashmir as a'lever today to
extract concessions on the
nuclear issue, It bears a
remarkable similarity to
US-propelled
dialogue(Swaran Singh-
Zulifkar Ali Bhutto) after the
Chinese aggression in 1962.

The US aim then, was
and still remains, to divide
Jammu and Kashmir, while
providing a strategic foothold
to the western powers in the
sensitive Asian region . India
saw through the game and
<hot down the clandestine
attempt to revive the
notorious Dixon plan of
1950.

The <o-called China
connection surfaced
ominously in 1965 - shortly
before the massive Pakistani
infiltration into Kashmir later
that year. Chinese premier
Chou En Lai went out of his
way to play host to Sheikh
Abdullah in Algeria in April
1965, in the face of India‘s
strong opposition to their
meeting. Sheikh was on
warpath with India leadership
at that time and he was
abroad on pilgrimage. The
Chinese support to Pakistan‘s
stand on Kashmir grew
stronger, as the relations
between the two counties
warmed up.

However, the situation
on the ground in Kashmir
continued to be influenced by
the prevailing local conditios
than by the events that were
being staged in far away
countries.

After the 1965 war,
Kashmir again figures at an
international meeting. This.
time, the venue was Tashkent
and the ceasefire meet was
hosted by USSR. Howefer,
like the earlier ones, this
attempt too failed to have any
impact on the ground.
Differences between India
and Pakistan remained
irreconcilable.

S'x years later, the two
countries were again at war.
This time on the Bangladesh
issue, and not Kashmir. The
Shimla Accogd of 1972,
following the,1971 Indo-Pak
war, made a qu!itative
difference. It-was a purely
bilateral engagement, leading
to declaration by both the
countries that they would not
use force against each other
to resolve the Kashmir
dispute.

The Shimla Accord
brought about one major
change - more importantly
from India‘s angle - with the

ceasefire line in Kashmir

being re-designated and
demarcated as the Line of
Control, extinguishing the
role of the UN military
observers Group.

India had been just
tolerating the presence of the
UN miiitary observers in
Kashmir, presumably for

diplomatic reasons, without
recognising their jurisdiction
to monitor the Line of
Control. The deployment of
UN military observers in
Kashmir was the offshoot of
the 1948-49 Security Council
resolutions.

One of the resolutions
called for total eviction of
Pakistani forces from J&K, as
a prerequisite for holding a
plebiscite in the state. These
resolutions are practically
dead by now, because the
‘international’ forces were
either not interested, or had
failed to secure the
withdrawal of Pakistani forces
from J&K, which in terms of
the UN resolution, include
the Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir asw wellas the
portion of the territory ceded
by Pakistan to China.

The US revived its
‘divide Kashmir’ stand during
president Bill Clinton’s first
term. Robin Raphel had
sought to revive the ‘dispute’
over Kashmir‘s.accession to
India. Clinton, in his address
to the US Congress, had
mentioned Kashmir along
with other ‘flash points’
across the globe - like Bosnia,
West Asia and Northern
Iretand.

The root of India‘s
Kashmir  problem lie
nowhere but-in Kashmir itself.
Irrespective of what the other
countries have been saying or
doing in this regard, Indi’s
essential strength - and
weakness - in the matter has
invariably been dependent
on the nature of its domestic
policy on Kashmir.To be
precise the handling of this
policy. A sound policy based
on  objective ground
assessment has always
yielded wonderful resulss.

Take just one example.
The 1977 Kashmir Assémbly
election, held for the first time
under Governor's rule, was
universally acknowledgted to
be the first ever free and fair
poll in the state - particularly
as the state’s track record in

this aspect had been
unenviable.
That election had

established an authentic
(Contd. on page 10)

Imported culture rules Kargil society

Khomeini's shadow spreads

Aasha Khosa
Kargil
yatollah
Khomeini‘s
legacy may
be gradually
fading in Iran but the Shia
spiritual leader continues to
shape the destiny of
indigenous Ladakhi tribes
living in this cold desert
region located along the
border with Pakistan.
Portraits of Khomeini
adorn marketplaces, homes,
public institutions and even
offices in this town, located
between to Himalayan peaks
overlooking the Sure river,
about 200 km north of
Srinagar. The Khomenin
Trust, a voluntary
organisatioon comprising
mostly youth, is aggressively
tightening its hold on the
society giving rise to distress
signals from traditional
religious leadership of this
predominantly Shia area.
“These (Khomeinin Trust
people are trying to import
Iranian cultural into this small
society which is living on the
borderline,” says Sheikh
Ahmed Mohamadi, Vice
Chairman of Islamia School
Trust a 40 vyear old
theological instituion. He
said the administration had
mutely watched the increaing
militancy of the trust over the

years.”These boys have
destroyed our peace for last

eight years,” Mohamadi says.

The officials say the rise
of the Khomeinin Trust had
created a  “suffocating
atmosphere in Kargil”. The
lone cinema hall in Kargil has
been closed following
instruction by the trust.
Kashmiri secessionist leaders
received rapturous receitions
from the activists of
Khomeinin Trust while the
rest of Ladakh region ignored

them.
The trust has been

organising separate religious
functions and its activists raise
anti American and Anti-lsreal
sfogans during Muhharam
procession. “ We live under
a different constitution and
cannot affort slogans which
should beraised only in Iran”,
says Mohamadi. The recent
elections saw the open nexus
betweern the National

Conference and the
Khomeini Trust. The liasion,
senior residents warn, could
turn into a fFrankenstein's
monster.

Ominous portends of the
power struggle bewtween
two seminary institutions (the
trust and lIslamia) ‘had
surfaced on Muhharram this
year, when their supporters
nearly came to blows and

Homes and
institutions have
the Iranian leader's
photo on walls, the
Khomeinin Trust
forced the lone
cinema hall in town
to close down.

curfew was imposed. The
residents say that the truce
was tenmporary and their
growing tensions could
snowball into major conflict
any time,

The Khomeinin Trust is
reportedly siush with funds
coming mainly from Iran. It
has been running the first
Islamic bank here for past five
years without the permission
of the Reserve Bank of India.
They have occupied
government buildings to
house their offices. An
audiotorium of the State
Information department has
recently been vacated by
them. Now itis a meeting hall
of this religious organisation

-and a huge portrait of

Khomeini hangs there.
Behind the militant face

of this organisation lay the

deep desire of youth to

retireve their people from the
abyss of sccial backwardness

that the institutions such as
Islamia School has pushed
them into’, the organisers say.
Asghar Karbali, the young
secretary of the Khomeinin
Trust, says: “ illiteracy is their
biggest enemy which had
kept the people backward.”
Kargil is the least iiterate
district in Kashmir and
statistics about women’s
health and education reflect
its backwardness.

The trust runs
cooperative societies to
provide market to the small
appricot growers in this
region. It is trying to green at
least 12 villages through

(Contd. on page 10)
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On the trail of a

Dr. Ramesh Kumar
yeshtha Purnima is a
day of great festivity for
Bilaloch and Raina
Brahmin biradaries of

orthern India. Every year
they assembie in great num-
bers at a remote hamlet of
DABUJ-KAKA, located
about 25 Kms from Jammu
on the Jammu-Pathankot
national highway. They
come here to pay their hom-
age to their ancestor, Dati
Maa whose life symbolised
the struggle against feudal
oppression.

This village, where once
Bilaloch Brahmin commu-
nity lived in great strength
has not a single Brahmin
family now. Some genera-
tions ago Rajputs
(Bhardwaja gotra) from the
adjoining villages came
here to reclaim the aban-
doned village.

The magnificent temple
of Dati Maa stands over an
ancient Bauli. Though the
main fair is held annually,
but Thursdays (Breswar), as
at Jethyar and Tsrar shrines
in Kashmir are also consid-
ered auspicicus for visiting
the temple. An interesting
feature of the fair is that
chelas go into a trance state
to the beat of Dholki. It is
the chelas who tell intimate

details about the legend.
Since Diaspora, espe-
ciaily numerically smail
ones dre known to
desensiiise historico-cu!-
tural memories, just beyond
the story of Dati Maa, as
narrated by ‘Chelas’ not
much is known about the
antiquity and the socio-his-
torical ‘Uniqueness’ of the
Bilaloch-Raina Community.
When did oldest Rainas
and possibly Bilaloch Brah-
mans migrate from Kashmir
is presently a matter of con-
jecture only. Some centu-
ries ago, it is said that one
Dati Ma, a daughter of a
Raina family from neigh-
bouring village of RAYA
was married to a Bilaloch
boy in DABUJ-KAKA vil-
lage. Brahmans here, just
like Sadhotra Brahmins of
Birpur groaned under ter-
rible feudal oppression.

The local feuda! chief-
tain, as the legened goes,
asked the family of Dati
Maa to hand over their best
milk-vielding cow. Dati
Maa in her family stood her
ground and refused to sub-
mit to the dictates of feudal
tyranny. Sometime later the
cow was found killed. Dati
Maa found it unbearable.
She committed Sati along
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with the cow. Her two
brothers, a pet snake and a
bat also joined sati. Her two
brothers had been a source
of great inspiration in her
struggle.

“Some how Dati Maa feit
that her clans people did
not stand firmly behind her.
She cursed the village. It is
said that soon after no Brah-
min family was left in the
village. In fact, the people
assembled at Bilalochs
(named Khooni) is not per-
mitted to visit the place by
the Bilalochs.

The entire management
of the temple complex and
the fair is conducted by
Bilaloch biradri. Rainas and
Bilalochs settled at as far-
away places as Calcutta
come to visit this place.

Rainas, Reens and Rainus
among Poonch Sikh Brah-
mins trace their ancestry
from Rainawari, a suburb of
Srinagar. Rainas- Razdans
derivative from Rajnaka
were part of the nobility of
Hindu Kings of Kashmir.
They have produced schol-
ars of yore. Kalhana himself
was a Raina. The high in-
fluence which Rainas
wielded in terms of power
and learning, the suburb of
Rainawari was named after

them,

The earliest reference
about the migration of
Rainas from Kashmir comes
from the story of Shiva (Seu)
Raina, the master painter-
artist from Kashmir. Shiva ,
contemporary of Rupua
Bhawani, the Saint poetess
is believed to have left Kash-
mir alongside the people,
who joined Guru Kripa Ram
Dutt in his mission to Guru
Tej Bahadur. He came to
settle in Haripur-Gular and!
emerged as the pioneer of
what has come to be known
as Pahari school of Painting.
Rainas , who live near Baij
Nath have strong historical
memory of their previqus
origins. The place they live
today was named by them
as RAINABARI.

Many Raina families of
Jammu say they came only
4-5 generations ago. Due to
matrimonial alliances out-
side the clan and lack of ef.
fective communications
with their ancestral land,
they have lost their Pandit
ritual structure. Some have
even adopted Sharmas ac
new surnames like many
Zutshis in UP, who turned
‘Joshis’.

For Rainas living in
Gurdaspur, Batala in Punjab

and Channi, ireli, Kunah,
Narayan Muth villages of
Kathua district there seems
to be total historical amne-
sia about their origin from
Rainawari.

Gotra of Raina and
Bilaloch Brahmins is com-
mon i.e. Kaushal. Amony
the Rainas of Kashmir the
exclusive gotra area a)
Gautama Atreya Shalan
Kucha and b) Dat Sharman
Kantha Kashyapa. Interest-
ingly the gotras of Razdan
a subgroup of Rainas are
variants of either Kanth
Kashyapa or Gautama. In
the opinion of serious
scholars on Brahminology,
Kaushal is the name of a
floating gotra adopted by
those groups, who due to
some reason have lost the
name of their originafgotra.

It is thus safe to assume
that both Bilaloch and the
older Rainas are the jost
‘Tribes. Among Kashmiris
we do not have anything by
the name of Bilaloch, ex-
cept that some Kashmiri
Pandits have the surname
‘bilav’. Bilaloch-Raina story
is thus a virgin field for the
potential researchers inter-
ested in reconstructing the
social history of Kashmiri
Pandits.

Old symbols & Symbols

of Exile

Pandits observe 'Jyeshtha Ashtami’

KS Correspondent
JAMMU

he had visited ‘Khir

Bhawani Tulamulla’

last year also. When the
privately hired bus which car-
ried displaced pilgrims entered
the premises of Khir Bhawani.
she along with other Yatries
were terror stricken as a rocket
was allegedly fired at the
shrine. The gun fire which en-
sued there after lasted for more
than half an hour. Terrorists
exactly knew when the first
batch of pilgrims would reach
the shrine and conveyed the
message. Mrs. Saroj distinctly
remembered those moments.
She also remembered the
spiritual atmosphere which
prevailed in the shrine when

the displaced Pandits wor-
shipped the Goddess Khir
Bhawani for the entire night.

A v1llage lady interrupted a
folk music group which was

singing the prayers of God-
dess, virtually capturad the
muike and then sang for the
whole night.

Entire shrine then wit-
nessed an ecstatic worship of
Goddess ‘Raghya’. This year

to experience the same spiri-

tual moments Saroj again vis-
ited the shrine forgetting the
negative experiences of the ter-
rorist attack on the shrine. Ar-
rangements were pronounced
this year. The vehicles carry-
ing the devotees from Jammu
were given comprehensive se-
curity cover. Each vehicle was
having its own security of two

armed guards also.

Tall claims of the Govt.
notwithstanding, around 1500
pilgrims from Jammu visited
Khir Bhawani in around 50
buses arranged by the Gowt.
They were mostly displaced
Pandits. Even optimistic esti-
mates of the pilgrims them-
selves put the total number of

devotees not more than 4000

which included around 2000
persons from the Valley. Wor-
shipping and praying during
the entire night produced an
emotionally surcharfged atmo-
sphere.

“Locals who mostly sus-
tained on the business carried
around the shrine like selling
of flowers, milk, Deep etc.
were obviously happy because
it gave them some easy money.

Khir Bhawani Temple, Tuflamulla Kmr.

But we have no illusions about
the situation. See the massive
security presence. This year

you were not even allowed to
venture outside the premises of
(Contd. on page 10)
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Govt. has to.adress core issues - Inderesh

1
political rights of the
minorities in the valley have
to_be restored. This small
Imported Culture
(Contd. from page 8)

watershed management,
sponsoring education for 80
orphans and is paying
monthly pension of Rs. 500
to Rs. 700 to a large number
of poor widows . The trust
runs at least nine schools with
nearly 4,000 children anrolls
and lays emphasis on girls
education, which is labellec
as a taboo by the traditional
leadership.

However, senior
re<idents remain skeptic

Under the fundamentalists.
we are fast losing our identify
as indigenous ancient people
and are consolidating as ¢
religious entity, which by no
means is good for our future,”
said a retired police officer
from Kargil.

Coutsey:Indian Express

minority has to be politically
strengthened. Immediately;,

“govt must ensure that voters

enrolled for Parliamentary
elections should be elegible
for panchayat elections also.”
RSS beleives that the
displaced should return but it
is very essential to correct the
population imbalance.

Q) There has been talk about
demographic invasion in
Jammu. How do you assess
this new threat?

a) This part of the conspiracy
has not stopped but people in
Jammu are more aware of its
dangers now. Anybody who
sells his property is more
cautious now. It will be very
simplisitic to assume that

people are coming down

from hills in search of jobs
and settling in jammu.
Apprehensions within the
soceity in Jammu have some

(Contd. from page 12)-

basis. However, that the
soceity is reacting to the
development with full
awareness is a welcome
development.

Q) Wht will be the impact
of BJP-NC alliance on the
fight against seperatism in
Jammu & Kashmie State.

A) The nation is facing the
fundamental question of its
unity and integrity. Pakistan
is the main threat. Muslim
mentality sometimes reflects
it as a pro- Pak attitude. In
Kashmir demand for
plebescite has been raised
from time to time. A befitting
answer to Pakistan has to be
given. 12-13 crores of
muslims living in our country
have to'he mobilised to stand
up against Pakistan. Central
Govt has kept this thing in
mind and tried to mobilise
political leadership of
muslims in J&K to stand up
and oppose Pakistan.

PBsturing by

ciatine of Farooq line on return
of Pandits This approach they
fecl. as per the reliable
sources.can undermine the criti-
cism and opposition to the Mus-
him seeessiomst politics at the
mternational Ievel Ve well
aware of the bleak chances of
mmmediate Pandit return par-
acularic moview of a confused
and hall hearted support of gow -
ernment of India to Pandnt
causc. whole sale destruction or
illegal occupation of Pandnt
propertics i Kashnir Valles
and threat of terrorism these
groups now advocaic a pradual
approach towards total hiquida-
tion of Pandit factor which is
subtle and not cb ous

In fact this group has been
able to veer round the pro
Jamaat or erscas outfits lcad by
Gh. Nabi Phai and Avoob
Thakur on the issue. In the af-
termath of Wandhama massacrc
of Pandits the cntire lot disso-
ciated from the tragic cveint in

overseas separatists (cond. from page 5)

Geneva and even issucd some
symbolic statements criticising
the act.

The non-Jamaat group has in
reeent times managed to have
mercased their acceptance with
Government of India. In fact
théy have managed 1o get visas
to visit India.

surprsings the same recog-
mtion has been denied to other
scparatist leaders like Hashim
Queresht who have been ra-
bidlv anti-Pak in their pro-
nouncements,

Jamaat groups arc in a situa-
tion of dilemma as they have not
been able to develop an alter-
nate approach on Pandit return
which can be convincing for,
their supporters outside India.
This group. like their main or-
ganisation in Kashmir. has been
also beset with factionalism.
According to sources Dr. Phai
had a very difficult time in sus-
taining his support channcls in

Dr Shakti Bhan

Sr. Consultant

Gynaecology and
Gynaecancer surgeon

inder Prastha
Apollo Hospital New Delhi

ISI. In fact alarmed by his pro-
Jection ISI sériously atiempted
todevelop an alternative to him
They reportediy tried to culti-
vate Jaleel Andrabi who sub-
scquently died m mysterious
circumstances

Dr Gh. Nabi Far appcars to
have managed to mend his
fences with 1S now. While the
Jamaat in Valley has been
cvolving new stratigies to sus-
tan its relevance. subscquent to
assembly clections. its suppport
groups at the overseas leve! are
content in adyvocating a non-
confrontationist attitude with
other non-Jamaat groups on the
issuc of return of Pandits.

Interestingly while this pos-
turing by separatist groups is
getitng pronounced. some
known soft-liners in India on the
secessionist movement of Kash-
mir like Kuldcep Naver.
Rajinder Sacchar. Romilla
Thapar arc advocating a linc on
Kashmir which excludes Pan-
dits. In a seminar in Delhi con-
ducted some time back they

have supported Autonomy to
J&K as a bottomline with ac-

cession as the basis. however.
with'no emphasis on return of
Pandis.

As the post Pokhran scenario
has once again raised some
hopes of a third party interven-
tion in Kashmir which most of
the separatist groups operating
inoverseas countries have been
advocating, it will be interest-
ing if these groups continue to
hold the same line on the issuc

How to preserve jdentity

~a) We need to know our
history and transmit it to our
younger generations.

b) We need to know the
contribution Kashmiris
made to the world science,
literature, philosophy in the
past.

C) We need to highlight
the contributions of the
community even in recent
past in various fields, mu-
sic, theatre,, cinema, sci-
ence, medicine, armed
forces, administration, lit-
erature. Qur contribution in
diverse field is much more
than the size of the commu-
nity would suggest.

d) Reinforce and give a

social content to our reli-
gious functions: Shivratri,

(Contd. from page 7)

New Year, etc. are our sym-
bols of unity and need to be
observed with more regular-
ity.

e) Increase social con-
tract, our friends in the
states holding camps is an
excellent example.

f) Research and Propaga-
tion of the philosophy of
Shaivism. It has been our
greatest contribution to the
world thought. This will en-
tail publication/distribution
of material.

g) Compiling directory/
directories of KPs at various
places.

h) Compilation of reli-
gious rites and scriptures
considered sacred by the
community.

of Pandit cleansing and return |

Old symbols & Symbols of Exile

(Contd. from page 9)
shrine”, said Sh. Kashi Nath,
who is presently living jn
Muthi Camp in Jammu.

Govt. was not
taking any chances this year
particularly after the experi-
ence of Sangrampura and
Wandhama massacres. Most
ofthe devotees were promised
in Jammu that they would also
be taken to visit the temples
of Shankracharya and
Zeethyaar However the au-
thorities did not permit such
visits and ensured that the
yatris were taken directly back
to Jammu from Tullamulla

" Khir Bhawani * was wor-
shipped by displaced Pandits
in Jammu also with an
unprecedent religious fervor at
the newly constructed temple
nn Janipura. Around 50,000

Key to
{Contd. from page 8)

popular‘ rule, marginalised
extremists and given a serious
setback to the separatist
movement. Giving free play
to genuine democracy, rather
than patronising a few
favourites, turned out to be
the magic solution to all the

problems - domestic and
external.

Tragically, in less than a
decade, all these gains were
just frittered away. The result
: Emergence of militancy,
with all its national and
international concomitants
including the revived bid to
internationalise the issue.

The conclusion s
obvious. The solution to this
‘flash point’ lies in the Valley
itself and not in Geneva or
New York.

Cogtesy :Sunday Observor

"
devotees mostly displaced
Pandits visited this temple on
‘Zaisht Ashtami’. This temple
has been built by the displaced
Kashmiris in Jammu as a rep-
lica of the main shrine in
Tullamulla on a small hillock
n Janipura. The area is now
known as Bhawani Nagar, and
a colony of displaced Pandits
has come up around this area.
A small pond has also been
built around the sanctum
sanctorum exactly as it 1s in
Tullamulla.

*I saw the Goddess in my
dream urging me to visit this
place”, said an old lady who
was overjoyed to find the place
and the temple constructed
there. “ This is the second
abode of Khir Bhawani”, she
said with tears in her eyes. Sh
L. Koul was annoyed that the
festival did not get proper cov-
erage in the local media.
“More than 50,000 devotees
visited this place. This i1s a
major festival from any stan-
dards™. he said.

Last few years displaced
Pandits have been observing
the ‘Zaisht Ashtami’ both at
the original temple in
Tullamulla as well as in the
newly constructed temple at
Bhawani Nagar, Janipura. In-
terestingly many small socio-
cultural centres and temples
have come up around Jammu
particularly near the Pandit
Calonies.

The pattern of observance
of ‘Jyeshtha Ashtami’ by the
displaced Pandits in Jammu as
well as Kashmir reflects a des-
perate effort to hold on to old
symbols of socio-cultural
identity left in Valley and at the
sametime create new symbols
to relate to m exile.
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PK demands CBI Probe

(Contd. from page 1)
is neither inclined to dis-
charge his official duty nor
is he prepared to respond
to the administrative briefs
of his superiors. This natu
rally makes the efficiency of
the police organisation in
the state doubtful . A bla-
tant disregard of matters of
public interest by a junior
officer is possible only
when the higher echelons
want to be fraternal rather
than duty-conscious”.

After looting, Prof.
Pandita’s house, the same
and its four canal com-
pound area have been
turned by the locals into
public latrines. “ | am told
that since a Jamaat-e-Islami
school stands adjacent to
my house besides its central
location in the mohalla, the
local militants have dis-
carded the usual practice of
burning the houses of the
minority community mem-
bers as that could endanger
the safety of the neighbour-
ing houses. But in order to
prevent the security forces
from occupying the entire
complex the locals have
been motivated to use it as
avast latrine. This is a faith-
ful demonstration of the lo-
cal concept of good
neighbourliness. The local
police authorities could, if
they willed, prevent such
vandalising”, said Prof.
Pandita in his complaint to
the D.I.G. Police.

The methodologies
adopted for disinheriting
Pandits of their property
through fraudulent mecha-
nism include

Impersonation in the
court and contriving fraudu-
lent documents;

Producing fake affidavits
and fake receipts from mi-
grants;

Fictitious persons with
vague addresses, parentage
etc. are shown as interme-
diaries in the transaction for
“sale” of migrant property
and described as a known
person, relative or a friend
of the migrant. This serves
the purpose of “building”
a case and prolonging it
with an atternpt to break the
resolve of the affected vic-
tim to force him to seli his
house for a song;

In a case af a migranrs

house in a posh locality of
Srinagar, a person had im-
personated as the Pandit
owner in the court and got
a rent deed executed with
an educational establish-
ment. For months he pock-
eted the rent before his
fraud was uncovered;

In yetanother instance of
fraudulent grab in the cen-
tral part of Srinagar the locks
on the shop of a displaced
Pandit were broke open
with connivance of land
lord and police. New locks
were installed in its place
illegally without the tenants
permission.

The issue of fraudulent
occupation of Pandit prop-
erty came to light, when an
NGO Friends of Kashmir
took up the matter with
National Humar Rights
Commission (NHRC) . In
his representation to the
Hon’ble Chairman, NHRC,
New Delhi the Secretary of
the NGO said “ We have
reports that hundreds of
properties left behind by the
extirpated Pandit commu-
nity from Kashmir since
1990 have been illegally
and fraudulently occupied
by the local people in Kash-
mir. These properties in-
clude residential houses,
shops, business complexes,
orchards, arable lands etc.
The local revenue and ad-
ministration structures are
reported to be conniving at
these irregularities. in order
to regularise forcible and il-
legal occupation of these
places, the entrepreneurs
have contrived forged docu-
ments and filed suits in the
court of law”.

Invoking the charter of
Human Rights and the law
of the land the NGO de
manded stopping “occupa
tion of the vacant houses
and immovable properties
of the internally displaced
persons from Kashmir, ei-
ther through muscle power
or through fraudulent and
itlegal documentation” . It
further added “ They are al-
ready fouled and it would
mean their refoulement,
which is not only unjust but

also inhuman. As if sending

them into forced exile is too
small a punishment, which
must be upgraded 1 forc-
ible_occupetion of thew

property”.

The NGO also asked
NHRC to order an indepen-
dent probe into the fraudu-
lent occupation of dis-
placed Pandits property and
advise the Government of
J&K state to issue order for
“appointing an indepen-
dent Tribunal headed by a
High CourtJudge and based
in Jammu. All cases of in-
ternally displaced persons"
property could be referred
to this Tribunal for speedy
and summary disposal. “
The Act passed by the State
Legislature of protecting the
property of the “migrants”
appears to be toothless be-
cause what is needed is em-
powerment of an authority
to order eviction of illegal,
forcible and fraudulent oc-
cupation of properties, as
per experts.

Meanwhile, in the first
case of its kind to undergo
investigation since the mass
migration, the crime branch

Srinagar arrested four unreg- |

istered brokers who had
sold off a Kashmiri Pandits’
house through imperson-
ation in the court and
fraudulent documents.
Speaking about this case
Crime Branch Officials told
press reporters “ The detec-
ton of this brazen fraud
case involving the fraudu-
lent sale of migrant property
is expected to be only the
tip of the iceberg. This
crime of fraudulent migrant
proverty sales is all the more
brazen because previously

there were cases only of
mutation of either govern-

ment iand or co-owned
land in one party’s favour.
But this fraud was effected
by persons who had not
even aremote part -claim to
the land or were well
known to the legal owners”.

Mohd. Qasim Bhat, a
broker from Budgam, sold
the house (legally owned by
Furnima Ganjoo and her
brother-in-law Ramesh
Kumar) focated at
Hyderpora to tufail Raina
and others for Rupees 4
lakh . Its market value is
reearly Rs. 20 lakh.

in a well planned fraud
Bhat and three athore frict
VOO Jamiie o0 By
1995 and got thrie por. e
Furnima,

Rrichan Kumar Whons e

bardireod wom aap +

owner) to impersonate in a
lower court and got a power
of attorney to effect sale of
the land. Armed with this,
the brokers returned to Sri-
nagar in February 1996 and
negotiated the sale of the

house with Raina.
Since the land purchased

by Purnima in 1989 had
been from Mohammad
Afzal’s family, the revenue
records were easily pro-
cured. However records
varied with fraudulent
power of attorney. There
was no third owner in the
form of Krishan Kumar,
while Ramesh Kumar’s
father’s name was different.
These incorrect insertions
were according to crime
branch officials removed by
scamsters through simple
erasure and subsequently a
sale deed was effected
through the formal proce-
dures.

Purnima, however, got a
wind that somebody had

taken possession of her
house and complained to
the crime branch. “ The il-
legal owner pleaded before
us that the sale had been
effected. through' a - proper
sale deed. But what ex-
posed the fraud was a Pho-
tostat copy of the power of
attorney that Raina had
taken from the brokers be-
fore the incorrect entries.
had been erased”, said an
official associated with the
probe.

Meanwhile Panun Kash-
mir has demanded a CB!
enquiry into these fraudu-
lent occupations and asked
for setting of Special Tribu-
nals for summary disposal
of these cases. “Prolonged
litigation between two com-
munities would further
communalise the situation
and make the return of Pan-
dits next to impossible”,
said Kuldeep Raina, Secre
tary of Panun Kashmir.

Ruare-h g0t

Jammu East By-vlection  (Contd. from page 1)

with NC and internal
bickering.

The internal bickering
in BJP surfaced to an
embarrassing situation
when the party ideologue
Prof. Hari Om started an
open campaign against the
party candidaie Sh. Ashok
Khajuria.  As many as 5
articles by him appeared
in the local Dailies
whereby he questioned
BJP’s commitment as well
as role with regard to the
regional issues of jJammu.

The Congress campaign
spearheaded by Mufti
Mohd. Sayed kept harping
on the issue of an alleged
NC-BJP nexus. Congress
veterans like Girija Vyas
and Rajesh Pilot camped
in Jammu to actively
campaign in favour of the
Congress candidate and a
time came when Congress
victory was being
projected sure shot.

The BJP camp was in a
disarray when a senior BjP
feader refused 1o be part
of the campaign and, as is
being alleged by some
insiders now, even went
to the extent of narming
the prospedis of Sh. Ashok
fhajuria compelled by

cooteiet comneadds

own for the prestigious
jammu-East seat
unsuccessfully.

In fact, the low turn
over is also allegedly
being imputed to the
campaign unleashed by
this senior leader.

The prospects of Sh.
Khajuria's victory
brightened up when Sh.
Jagmohan BJP MP and Ex:
governor of j&K chose to
campaign in favour of Sh,
Khajuria and also issued
an appeal in his favour
during a flying visit to

Jammu. It has been
reporsted that some senior
BIP feaders from Jammu
had sent wlogiams
disuading Mr. jagmoihan
from coming to Jammu.
Mr. Khajuria’s
resounding success in the
By-elections has gone a
long-way in establishing a
credibility for Vishnudatt-
Kotwal-Khajuria camp in
the local BJP. The camp
seems set to make further
gains and is distancing
iself from the alleged
nooe e botween National
Conforence an BP0 The
¢ omp has ever gone 1o ihe
catent o deaanding D
shedntlan s esignation fo
Col e in
vrning the terrorisg

S oronY ey

foomjgenm
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Govt. has to address core issues - Inderesh

ecent intensification

of terrorist activities

in Jammu provinée
and internal displacement
of sections of Hindu
population from parts of
Rajouri, Poonch, Doda and
Udhampur following
masscres of Hindus in these
areas. R.S.S leadership
finds itself in a unenviable
position with its hand full
of contingency tasks in the
form of providing relief and
soccour to terrorist victirns
and displaced population.
RSS cadres are finding it
very difficult to mobilise
social resistance against
armed separatism in the
state.

The expectations of
people in general and its
supporters in particular,
have gone very high after
the BJP lead alliance

i

assumed power at the
centre. The usual alibi of
blaming centre for the
failures is also not available
now. Even the unbridled
criticism of National
Conference is to possible as
its support to the
continuance of B)P-
alliance at centre is being
considered important . Our
correspondent had an
exclusive interview with
Indersh Kumar the Prant
Prachark of RSS who looks
after the ‘RSS activities in
jammu & Kashmir State
and Himachal Pradesh. Sh.
Indersh Kumar is an
engineer by qualifications
and has devoted his life to
missionary activities of
Rahstriya Swayam Sevak
Sangh. Excerpts of the
interview are produced
below here :

is correct that if such a thing
could have been done after
crushing terrorism results
would have been better.” We

tried to convince the
government, that for conduct

of elections time was notripe
and elections should be held
only when terrorism is

INTERVIEW

OV What is vour comperative
assessmnent of the situation
in jammu end Kashmir state
1M 1969 and now .

‘.‘\}
conveved unambiguously to

One niessage has been

Pakistan and separatiste
during these years and that is
Kashmir be

allowed 1o separate from

will never
india. Our country will give
any sacrifice at the peoples
level, administrative level or
militarily to keep Kashmir a
part ot India.

Atter around eight vears a
democratically  elected
government has returned to
power. |t was expected that
this government will crush
terrorism and strengthen the
1oots of democracy in the
state. Howerver, for last one
aind a half year state
government has not been
able to curb terrorism.
Terrorist activities have infact
sharply intensified. One of
the reasons for this is that
immediately after coming o
power Dr. Farooq Abdulla
took the decision of removing
the army pickets in terrorist
infested areas of
Rajouri,Poonch, Doda and
Udhampur. Local
adminstration was not as yet
geared to tackle terrorism
without the help of army.

Secondly within state
adminstration there is a very
large section which is Pro-Pak
and Pro-USA and supports

terrorism. Many important
leaders in the ruling party
and imiportant officers in the
administration or there
closest kins are directly
involved in terrorist activities.
Intelligence reports have
confirmed this and even
Farooq has occassionaly
admitted the fact publically.
Unfortunately he has not
been able 10 weed them out.

The hope that terrorism
will be controlled after

democratically elected
government came to power

has not been fultilled so far.
That the situaticn has
improved at the gro:id is not
correct. However, terrorists
and their masters must be
certainly feeling now that the
central government is very
clear about these issues and
also stronger in dealing with
them.

Q) BJP-RSS has supported
the democratic process,
particularly in view of large
scale subversion and
infiltration. Don’t you think
deterioration of situation in
Jammu is a result of this
thinking ? Were you not
instrumental in cultivating a
contridiction i.e. having a
democracy in a subverted
set-up?

A) Establishing and
strengthening a democratic
set up particularly when
Foreign powers are bent up
destroying it is a necessity. It

L

brought under control and
administration cleared ot
subversive elements. The
parties which were ruling at
that time , their patriotism is
not very strong . Pressure
from foreign powers to hold
elections was also there.
Once government decided
to hold elections, opposing
such a porocess within the
country would not have been
in the national irterest. There
was no contradiction in our
stand”.  To strengthen
democracy, give a befitting
reply to foreign forces and
making it possible for
patriotic forces to play a role
in future course or events .
RSS in the supreme National
interests decided to
participate in democratic
process.

To hold elections was not
aproper decision at that time.
Our decision to support
elections was an appropriate
decision at that particular
time.

Q) Situation in Rajouri,
Poonch Doda and Udhampur
has deteriorated. How do you
see the situation there ?

A) Pakistan has a dream to
cleanse Jammu and Kashmir
or patriotic forces be it army,
administrative infrastructure
or people. They succeded in
vally and cleansed it of
patriotic Hindu population.
Now their target is Rajhouri,

Poonch, Doda and
Udhampur. They have
established a terrorist

network here. However,
Central government has
taken some right steps and

!

S oour

with the cooperation of
People living there terrorism
is brought under conwrol to a
large extent. In these areas
people are helping security
forces. Society has responded
as a whole and not allowed
dispersal and scattering of
those who have got displaced
from some areas. They are
helping displaced people to
return to their homes and
hearths. Village Defence

Committees have been
constituted, Government is

also now helping these
VDC’s and they are playing a
prominentrole in containing
terrorism.  “Many  RSS
workers have got martyred
tighting terrorism. Many of
cadres have got
commendation certificates
‘or their role in curbing
terrorism. ‘Now central
government has sent army to
the area in a big way. | hope
with a sensitive government
at the centre and awakened
public opinion terrorism in
the area will soon be choked
to death.

Q) You have talked about
return of displaced to their
homes in these areas. But we
talked to these people and
most of them are not ready
to return. You also must be
aware of the compromises
which Hindu population has
to make living in terrorist
infested areas ?

A)  Their disagreeing to
return is a natural reaction
under the circumstances.
People feel there that if
government would have

heeded to their assessment of

the situation and created
properly equipped Village
defence committees,
massacres in these areas
would not have taken place.
Because of the callousness of
some sections of government
such events took place. These
people even now are ready
to return if they are trained
and equipped properly to
tight terrorism. Victims of
Prankote massacre are being
helped in all ways by people
besides the help from
government. Substantial help
has come from Jammu, Katra,
Udhampur and Akhnoor.
Army has now been
deployed. Youths are being
trained by army to fight
terrorism. if state

government’s intentigns
remain clear and VDC’s are
equipped properly , people
there will successfully control
terrorism.

Q) Sh. L.K.Advani has
declared Pro-active policy on
Kashmir. What is RSS
concept of a Pro-active policy
?

A) Things will come to light
gradually. To fight sucessfully
the 4th attack by Pakistan in
the form of a proxy-war all
necessary steps have to be
taken. This also includes
proper employment of the
youths in these areas. People
have to be made selfsufficient
to fight terrorism. Central and
state government, social
organisations and people
should jointly coordinate to
tight terrorism.

Q) Prankote massacre
revealed lack of coordination
amongst security fordces. Is
it just a propoganda by State
Chief Minister or is there
some truth in it?

A)  Chief Minister gave the
first statement that only 13
persons were killed. He also
tried to keep central
government in dark. It was
local MPs who informed
Home Minister that around
30 persons were massacred
in Prankote. Infact Home
Minister pointed out this to
the state Chief Minister.
However, it is also important

thatintillegence agencies and
security set up has to be

geared to meet the new
challenges.

Q) Farooqg government has
released an interim report on
return of displaced persons
trom Valley. This report
envisages an economic
package and creation of
sanitized zones. What is your
reaction to it ¢

A) Only economic package is
not sufficient for return of
displaced Hindus fram
Kashmir Valley. Our view is
that a committee should be
constituted under Home
Ministry to go into the real
causes of emergence of
terrorism in Kashmir Valley
and cleansing of Hindus from
there.

Addressing of these causes
should constitute the
framework for return of

Hindus. Economic, social and
(Contd. on page 10)



