Editorialtc "Editorial"
De-militarization Politicstc "De-militarization Politics"
The about turn by PDP on ‘de-militarization’ not only betrays its total isolation on the issue; it also exposes the character of its politics. The other day its leader Ms. Mehbooba Mufti  said that PDP had never demanded de-militarisation as it was an issue between two countries. She added that her party had demanded only reduction of troops. For the past three months PDP had been indulging in shrill rhetoric, demanding ‘de-militarisation’ of J&K and withdrawal of Armed Forces Special Powers Act. It had been going around to hoodwink public opinion ,claiming that PDP’s recipe would have ‘discernible and instantaneous impact on ground situation’ in J&K.The PDPs had also been indulging in tantrums to embarrass its senior coalition partner, the Congress.

The PDP’s last arrow in the quiver—to play upon factional politics in the Congress at the Centre has also not paid off.PrimeMinister Man Mohan Singh dismissed as speculation all the talk about an India-Pakistan agreement on de-militarisation of J&K and POK.He asserted,” We will be happy to reduce troops if terrorism ceases as our army is not an army of occupation. They are there to protect the lives and liberties of law-abiding people.”

Another senior minister in the govt.Shri Ram Vilas Paswan termed de-militarisation demand as dangerous, saying it would make innocent people’ fodder cannon’ for terrorists. The Union Minister said the army was being deployed to restore peace and prevent anti-national elements from targeting civilians. He said that de-militarisation demand was being raised by one party only, adding that only intelligence agencies can give feedback about reduction in troops.

The Govt. of India also made its stand clear unambiguously on Kashmir and the issue of de-militarisation.It told Pakistan that de-militarisation in J&K would be made solely by India’s own interest and that would depend on reduction of threat from across the border as well as from within. Referring to Kashmir the Govt. said India would not accept anything that may compromise country’s security or lead to changing of boundaries. It also ruled out any solution for J&K outside the constitution. The Govt.made it emphatically clear that any flexibility on Kashmir would be restricted to ——people to people contacts and promoting travel through LOC.

Within the state as well PDP stands totally isolated. In its indictment of PDP the state Congress said that PDP was ‘beguiling people into fantasies and treating them with hollow slogans’. In an oblique criticism of PDP, the Chief Minister said,”We won elections with our work, not with support of the militants.’Mr.Gh. Nabi Azad asserted that for de-militarisation peace was a pre-condition and clarified that de-militarisation did not mean de-militarisation of borders. The other political parties ——PDF,BSP,BJP and People’s Conference have also debunked PDP’s  hype on de-militarisation. The National Conference said that only the Chief Minister was competent enough to take decision on it as he had full feedback from intelligence and other security agencies.

De-militarisation and relocation of troops to peace-time locations are two different things. The former has secessionist connotations; the latter depends on the security situation on the ground. Mere surrendering of security by protected leaders or even cessation of crossborder terrorism by Pakistan are not enough for sending troops back to barracks.De-militarisation of society and dismantling of visible and invisible support structures of terrorism in Kashmir should precede sending of troops to peace-time locations. How can there be debate on the demand of reduction of troops as long as Displaced Kashmiri Pandits remain outside Kashmir? It is they who should have veto, as victims of religious-cleansing, on the demand for reduction of troops and not those who have been enjoying power and pelf with Z security cover.De-militarisation or reduction of troops would give free rein to the terrorists. With elections only a year away how can there be level-playing field for the political contenders? In such a situation it would be terrorists who would decide the verdict; the beneficiaries would be those political outfits who pander to the separatist agenda.

‘De-militarisation’ Politics is one of the components of the sinister game of competitive secessionism being played in Kashmir.PDP’s gamble to marginalize National Conference has recoiled back on it. National Conference has not only managed to keep its base intact but has also shown signs of revival as evidenced by its successes in the recent biennial elections. On the other hand PDP’s image has suffered a setback. It is seen as a party that is unreliable as a coalition partner, a party that is prone to play emotional rather than people-friendly politics. At national level, PDP is seen as a party that is comfortable with an agenda that is not in national interest.

What is the basis of confidence for PDP to indulge in dangerous politics of brinksmanship even on issues of national security? There is a view in Delhi that as long as de-militarisation demand is not countenanced there was no harm in permitting the political outfits to play the game of  de-militarisation politics. This understanding is misplaced. Linking of de-militarisation\reduction of troops to solution of Kashmir has secessionist connotations. It will provide moral space to subversive politics and embolden secessionist lobbies. Allowing leeway to outfits to play de-militarisation politics will dent India’s image internationally and, lend credence to Pakistan’s raked up campaign that Indian Army was ‘an army of occupation’. The other negative dimensions of de-militarisation politics would be seen in increasing stridency in politics of competitive secessionism and communalization and fragmentation of polity in the state. Such a situation in the strategic border state, quite prone to destabilization, is fraught with dangers.   The Political class in Delhi should do its best to prevent such an eventuality from happening.  END

THOSE WHO LEFT US
Kashmir Sentinel and Panun Kashmir Foundation mourn their sad demise and pray for thepeace to the departed souls
1.
Sh. Kashi Nath Koul S/o Late Sh. Vesh Nath Koul R/o Tahab Pulwama Kmr; presently residing at G.NO: 9, Laxmipuram Dehu Road Pune. 1/2/2007

2.
Sh Dwarika Nath Ganjoo S/o Late. Sh. Anand Ram Ganjoo originally resident of Zaindar Mohalla Sgr presently H.No: 74 Lane No: 3, Anand Nagar, Bohri Jammu. 1/2/2007.

3.
Smt. Shamrani Nehru (Chanda Jigri) W/o Late Sh. Vasudev Nehru R/o Chandpora, Kralkud Sgr; presently H.No: 108, Lane Anand Nagar Bohri Jammu. 1/2/2007

4.
Sh. Soom Nath Koul originally resident of Wasoora Pulwama, presently 59/IB, Anuradhapuram Barnai. 2/2/2007

5.
Smt. Raj Rani Dhar W/o Late. Sh. Swami Harbabji Maharaj, R/o Bumhama Kupwara Kmr; presently at Muthi Camp, Phase-I. 2/2/2007

6.
Sh. Tara Chand Pandit S/o Late Sh. Kailash Ram Pandit R/o Akingam Anantnag Kmr; R/o Udhampur  House of Sh. ON Pandita. 2/2/2007

7.
Smt. Uma Shori Pandita W/o Late Sh. Omkar Nath Pandita R/o Tral Payeen Kmr; presently at C-74-B, K.Dutt Colony Karballa Opp. Safdarjung Airport New Delhi. 2/2/2007

8.
Sh. Bushan Lal Dhar S/o Late Sh. JN Dhar R/o House No: 906, Subash Nagar, Rehari Jammu. 2/2/2007

9.
Sh. Mohan Bhat S/o Late Sh. Shivji Bhat, R/o Verinag Distt. Anantnag Kmr; presently at H.No: 123-D, Sector-I Durga Nagar, Jammu. 4/2/2007

10.
Sh. Som Nath Koul S/o Sh Govind Koul, R/o Chanapora Lal Nagar Sgr; presently Sathisar Aptts. Flat No: 703, Sector-7, Opp. Vishwa Bharti College Dawarika New Delhi. 5/2/2007

11.
Smt. Jai Kishori/Tulsi Zaroo W/o Late Sh. Shamboo Nath Zaroo R/o 154 Jawahar Nagar, Talab Tillo, Jammu. 5/2/2007

12.
Sh. Avtar Krishan Bhat S/o Late Sh. Nath Ram Bhat originally resident of Wanpoh Anantnag Kmr. presently residing at Bihind Shaha, Model School Laxmi Puram Chinore Bantalab Jammu. 6/2/2007

13.
Smt. Rani Koul W/o Late Sh. BN Koul originally resident of Noorpora Tral; presently residing at H.No: 446/2 Vinayak Nagar Muthi Jammu. 6/2/2007

14.
Smt. Shama Jee (Benigashi) D/o Niranjan Nath Koul R/o Sirnoo Pulwama Kmr; presently H.No: 487, Sector-2, Vinayak Nagar, Muthi Jammu. 6/2/2007

15.
Smt. Shanti Jalali  (Sona Jigir) W/o Sh. BK Jalali originally resident of Ali Kadal, Reshpeer/Sant Nagar Sgr, presently residing at H.No: 6, Street No: 4, Hazoori Bagh Road, Bohri, Jammu. 7/2/2007.

16.
Smt. Somawati Koul W/o Late Sh. JN Koul originally resident of Karan Nagar, Sgr. presently residing at Ambala. 7/2/2007.

17.
Smt. Shobhawati Dhar (Thass) R/o F-123, Sector-41, Noida (UP). 7/2/2007

18.
Smt. Devki Devi (Gunwati) W/o Late. Sh. Sansar Chand Pandita R/o Gund Gashi Kupwara Kmr; presently residnig at Qtr. No: 227, Migrant Camp Nagrota. 8/2/2007.

19.
Sh. Niranjan Nath Kachroo S/o Late. Sh. Radha Krishan Kachroo originally resident of Bagadaji Kralyar Rainawari Sgr; presently at H.No: 47, Lane-2 Block-A Roop Nagar Enclave Jammu. 9/2/2007

20.
Sh. Srikanth Bhat S/o Late Sh. Neelkanta Bhat of Khrew Kashmiri presently residing at Upper Gadigarh, Lane No: 1, Opposite Jagdev Bakery Jammu.  9/2/2007.

21.
Smt. Somavati Miya W/o Late Sh. Shamboo Nath Miya originally residentof Motiyar, Kocha Nidan Rainawari Sgr. presently at Banjara Hills Hyderabad. 9/2/2007

22.
Smt. Gowrishori Jutshi W/o Late Sh. Ragunath Jutshi R/o H.No: 7, Lane No: 3, Hazuri Bagh Bohri, Jammu. 9/2/2007

23.
Smt. Vijay Zutshi W/o Sh.  Ashok Zutshi originally resident of Tahab, Pulwama Kmr; presently at H.No: 291, Sector-1, Vinayak Nagar Near Geeta Bawan Muthi Jammu. 10/2/2007.

24.
Sh. Nath Ji Koul S/o Lt. Sh. Aftab Ram Koul of Kharbrari Kulgam Kmr; presently at Right Extension, Lane-5 Anand Nagar Bohri Talab Tillo, Jammu. 10/2/2007

25.
Sh. Kashi Nath Bhat S/o Late Sh. Shridhar Joo Bhat R/o Village Poolia Chingund Verinag Kmr; presently at HNo: 257, Lakar Mandi Janipur Jammu, Lane No: 7. 10/2/2007

26.
Smt. Tarawati W/o Late Sh. Nath Ram Bhat R/o Malapora Wanpoh Anantnag; presently at Sector-B, Lane-1, Laxmipuram Chinore Jammu. 10/2/2007

27.
Smt. Drupti (Jai Kishori) W/o Late Sh. Jagar Nath Bhat originally resident of Chotigam Shopian Kmr; presently H.No: 16, Shiv Temple Lane, Buta Nagar Paloura Jammu. 10/2/2007

28.
Smt. Prabhawati Ganjoo W/o Late Sh. Daya Ram Ganjoo orignially resident of Kanikadal, Habakkadal Sgr; presently at H.No: 55, Sharika Vihar Roop Nagar, Jammu. 11/2/2007

29.
Sh. Onkar Nath Koul S/o Late Sh. Brij Lal Koul, R/o Zeen Bagh Bhaderwah presently 52/2 Shiv Vihar Janipur Colony, Jammu. 11/2/2007

30.
Sh. Ashok Kumar Bhat S/o Sh. Nand Lal Bhat originally resident of Khah Bazar, Anantnag, Kmr; presently at H.No: 315 Lane 1st, Shivalik Puram, Sector-3, Janipur Jammu. 12/2/2007

31.
Smt. Tarawati Koul W/o Late Sh. Badri Nath Koul, R/o Wazir Lane, Behind Dewan Modern Breweries Bhori Jammu. 12/2/2007

32.
Sh. Hakeem Lasa Bhat originally resident of Kulgam Kashmir presently residing at H.No: 131, Lane No: 5, Lakadmandi Janipur Jammu. 12/2/2007

33.
Sh. Kashi Nath Khybri S/o Late Sh. Nand Lal Khybri R/o Bana Mohalla, Razdan Kocha Sgr; presently H.No: 16-A, Bharat Nagar Enclave Bantalab Jammu. 12/2/2007

34.
Smt. Roopawati Bagati (Kaknee) W/o Late Sh. Radha Krishan Bagati originally resident of Uttersoo Uma Nagari Anantnag presently Shankar Colony near police station Gangyal, Jammu. 12/2/2007

35.
Sh. Moti Lal Kachru S/o Sh. Sham Lal Kachroo, R/o Bana Mohalla, Durga Pathshalla Sgr; presently B-5/504 Aditya Shagunnda Pashan Road Bavdan Pune. 13/2/2007

36.
Sh. Harday Nath Saproo S/o Late Sh. Amar Nath Saproo R/o Ram Bagh Sgr presently H.No: 549, Subash Nagar, Jammu. 13/2/2007

37.
Sh. JL Bhat S/o Ved Lal Bhat R/o Kharpura Bandipur, Kmr; presently at C/o Sukhdev Singh Manhas Gurh Keran Bantalab Jammu. 13/2/2007

38.
Sh. Hira Lal Raina S/o Late Sh. Prithvi Nath Raina, R/o Ganpatyar Sgr; presently Trikuta Nagar Ext. IP. Preet Nagar, Jammu. 13/2/2007

49.
Smt. Arandati Pandita W/o Late. Sh Gopi Nath Pandita resident of Ward No: 17, H.No: 72, Shankar Nagar, Batal Balian Road Udhampur, Jammu. 14/2/2007

50.
Smt. Somawati Kachroo (Kanti) W/o Late Sh. Dawarka Nath Kachroo, originally resident of Bagadaji Kralyar Rainawari Sgr; presently at H.No: 59F New Palam Vihar, Phase-I, Gurgoan. 14/2/20027

51.
Sh. Hira Lal Malla R/o Alikadal Sgr; presently C-192, Sarita Vihar New Delhi. 14/2/2007

52.
Smt. Arundati Koul (Kakni) W/o Late Sh. Shiv Jee Koul of Shalla Kadal, 2nd bridge Sgr; presently Q-9, New Palam Vihar Gurgoan. 15/2/2007

53.
Dr. Triloki Nath Koul S/o Late Sh. Gana Koul of Shashiyar Habbakadal./Hawal Pulwama Kmr; presently at 47, Ashok Nagar Near Power House Canal Road, Jammu. 16/2/2007

54.
Smt. Sham Rani Koul W/o Late Sh. Prem Nath Koul ex-resident of Mohalla Mallayar (Ganpatyar) Sgr; presently at Gole Pully, H.No: 15(B) Lane No: 1(A) Udheywalla Near KK Resorts Jammu. 16/2/2007.

55.
Smt. Leelawati (Omashori) Raina W/o Late Sh. Durga Prashad Raina Mahanoori 21-A Indira Nagar, Srinagar; presently at 62-Ashok Nagar, Canal Road Jammu. 17/2/2007

56.
Smt. Kamlawati Raina W/o Late Sh. Ganesh Dass Raina of Mujmargh. Zainapura, Kmr; presently at R/o H.No: 81, Nikki Mohalla, Sidhra By Pass, Jammu. 17/2/2007

57.
Sh. S.Nath Fotedar (Nath Ji) R/o D-15/2 Ground Floor presidency, Ardee City Sector 52 Gurgaon. 17/2/2007

58.
Sh. Ravi Shankar Bhat (Raja Ji) S/o Sh. ON Bhat Kuthari) R/o Uttersoo Anantnag Kmr; presently at H.No: 61, Lane No: 3, Anand Vihar Bohri Jammu. 18/2/2007

59.
Smt. Prabha Wati (Kamla Jigri) W/o Late Sh Prithvi Nath Raina orignially resident of Shipora Frisal Kulgam Kmr; presently Batal Ballian Camp Udhampur. 18/2/2007

60.
Sh. Prem Nath Peshin S/o Late Sh. Veshin Pandit Peshin of Tikker Kupwara Kmr; presently at Gaura Patoli Brahmana, Akhnoor Road, Jammu. 19/2/2007

61.
Smt. Shobhawati Bhan W/o Late Sh. Lasa Bhan, R/o Bangund Pulwama Kmr; presently at Amar Colony, H.No: 375 Camp Talab Tillo Road, Jammu. 19/2/2007

62.
Sh. Prithvi Nath Kar S/o Late Sh. Shiv Ji Kar orignially resident of 216 Narsinghgarh Sgr; presently at H.No: 220, Colonel Colony Bohri Talab Tillo, Road Jammu. 19//2007

63.
Sh. Girdhari Lal S/o Late Sh. Vas Dev R/o Narimarg Anantnag, Kmr; presently at Qtr. No: G-34, Phase-III, Muthi Camp Jammu. 19/2/2007

64.
Sh. Bansi Lal Raina (Qazi) S/o Late Sh. Dina Nath Raina (Qazi) orignially resident of Seshyar Habba Kadal Sgr; presently at B-12-A, Sector-34, Davalgiri Noida. 19/2/2007

65.
Smt. Shobhawati (Tulsi) W./o Late Sh. Janki Nath Bhan (Noon) at H.No: 96/2 Shiv Nagar, Talab Tillo Jammu. 19/2/2007

66.
Smt. Ratna Koul (Raina) Late Sh. Omkar Nath Rania resident of Verinag Anantnag Kmr; presently Adarsh Nagar Paloura, Jammu. 19/2/2007

67.
Sh. Chuni Lal Pandita S/o Late Sh. Sudarshan Pandita R/o Pergochi, Shoipan Kmr; presently at Kalish Vihar, Neethar Kothia, H.No: 51/5 Lower Barnai Jammu. 20/2/2007

68.
Sh. Jagan Nath Kachroo originally resident of Baramulla Kmr; presently at 40, Indira Colony Gole Gujral Road Talab Tillo. 21/2/2007

69.
Smt. Rattan Rani Koul W/o Late Sh. Pandit Vishwa Nath Koul R/o 97, Laxmi Nagar Sarwal Jammu and presently at 125-Basant Vihar Trikuta Nagar Ext-3, Jammu. 21/2/2007

70.
Smt. Suman Ji Koul (Dolly) W/o Sh. Surinder Koul originally resident of Gouripora Sant Nagar Sgr; presently H.No: 64, Sector-4 Pamposh Colony, Janipur Jammu. 21/2/2007

71.
Sh. Makhan Lal Munshi S/o Late Pt. Kashi Nath Munshi originally resident of Parsi Bagh, Jawahar Nagar Sgr; presently residing at A-207, Satisar Aparts Plots No: 6, Sector-7, Dwarka New Delhi. 21/2/2007

72.
Sh. Prithvi Nath Tickoo S/o Late Sh. Raghunath Tickoo of Karafali Mohalla Habba Kadal Sgr; presently at Lane-2, H.No: 20, Udhaywalla Bohri Jammu. 21/2/2007

73.
Sh. Roshan Lal Rania S/o Sh. Shamboo Nath Raina of Kanil Bagh Baramullah presently Bumishwar Vatika Kamal Palace Road, Panchwalla Jaipur (Raj). 21/2/2007

74.
Smt. Achla Bhan W/o Late Pt. Tej Bahadur Bhan R/o NDMC Community Centre, Krishna Menon Lane New Delhi. 21/2/2007

75.
Sh. Janki Nath Bhat S/o Late Sh. Sudharshan Bhat of Ashmuji Kulgam, Kmr; presently at Rajan Sajan Janjghar Purkhoo near Tube Well Jammu,. 22/2/2007

76.
Sh. Manohar Lal Trisal originally resident of Sanat Nagar Sgr; presently at D-2/334, Danish Nagar, Hoshangabad Road Bhopal (MP). 22/2/2007 END

Letterstc "Letters"
Why Delay?tc "Why Delay?"
Dear Editor,

Shiv Sena Chief Mr Bal Thackeray has voiced the views of the common man. It was only natural for a cartoonist to lend a touch of humour to a serious matter.

Transparency being the current mantra, the government/President should explain the reason for the delay in executing, Afzal, the dreaded terrorist.

—C.V.K. Moorthy,

Bangalore

New Year-tc "New Year-"
New Resolutionstc "New Resolutions"
Sir,

Another new year has started. It is new year time and it is time to get together once more to look back at the memories of the past year and look forward to the challenges ahead. There are still many works to do and face the challenges. This is not the end, just a beginning. Another new year is unfolding and this is the time for new year resolutions. We would like to take the opportunity to wish you a very happy new year.

First issue of Kashmir Sentinel of the new year is placed before me which we have read thoroughly. Warning of the panellists to government of India is according to present time. Other articles are readable, 'Back-Channel Diplomacy'...has impressed us very much. Two books which you have introduced are valuable. 3rd instalment of Diaspora in Himachal Pradesh has narrated us about how Pandits are following their Kashmiri ideology when they are away from homeland.

—K.D. Tewari

Bana-7, Kanpur END

Padma Shri to tc "Padma Shri to "
Dr Sudhir Kumar Soporytc "Dr Sudhir Kumar Sopory"
KS Correspondenttc "KS Correspondent"
Heartiest Congratulations to Dr. Sopory on being awarded India's one of the highest awards, Padma Shri.

Dr. Sopory hails from Kashmir, and was born in one of the leading Kashmiri Pandit family. His grand father Late Pandit Jia Lal Sopory, was a popular personality of the community and the first civil engineer of J&K State. His father Late Pt. Jawaharlal Sopory held the prestigious post of Deputy Commissioner of J&K Govt. Transport.

Dr. Sudhir Kumar Sopory had his preliminary education in Kashmir, where he did his B.Sc. (honours) from J&K University; did his M.Sc. and Ph.D from University of Delhi.

Dr. Sopory's career history commences from the year 1997 when he started his research work in plant molecular Biology in the International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (New Delhi). In 1991-1992, he conducted his research in University of Munich, Germany. 1987-1989, worked on plant molecular Biology, United States Department of Agriculture, Beltsville, U.S.A. In 1985, he worked as a professor in Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India. 1981-82 was the year for his investigative deliberations in University of Texas, Austin, U.S.A. 1976-78 was the period of being the visiting Scientist of Max-Plank Institute, Koeln, Germany. 1973-Jawahar Lal Nehru University, New Delhi.

He is the elected fellow of Indian National Science Academy, New Delhi. The Indian Academy of Sciences, Bangalore, The National Academic of Sciences, Allahabad, The National Academy of Agriculture Sciences, New Delhi and The World Academy of Sciences (TWAS), Triesty, Italy.

Presently Dr. Sopory is the Professor at International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Bio-Technology. His major work has been towards understanding the mechanism of light and stress regulation of gene expression.

Awards:
1. Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Award of the Council and Scientific & Industrial Research, 1987.

2. Chakravarti Award, 1998.

3. Birbal Sahni Medal of the Botanical Society, 2001.

4. Birbal Sahni Birth Centenary Award of Indian Science Congress, 2005.

5. Godnev Award Lecture of Belarus Academy of Sciences.

Our good wishes to Dr. Sopory for his further achievements. END

Kashmir Dispute tc "Kashmir Dispute "
The Myth-VItc "The Myth-VI"
"History vindicated Maharaja Hari Singh's Stand"tc "\"History vindicated Maharaja Hari Singh's Stand\""
By Dr. M.K. Tengtc "By Dr. M.K. Teng"
Few in-depth investigations and inquiries have been undertaken so far to unravel the forces and factors, which shaped the events in Jammu and Kashmir, during the fateful days following the transfer of power in India. No investigations were ever carried out in the actions of men, who were at the helm of affairs in India, Pakistan and Jammu and Kashmir, their motivations and their personal prejudices. Much of what happened those days, has been covered under false propaganda by the Government of India as well as the  Government of Pakistan and the  Interim Government which was instituted in Jammu and Kashmir after the accession of the State to India. A widespread disinfor-mation campaign was launched by the Interim Government in collusion with the Government to find scapegoats for their failures and to apportion blame, where it did not belong. The sordid story of what happened in the state, those days, is yet to be told. 

Pakistan sought to bend the procedure laid down by the Indian Independence Act for the transfer of power in India, to grab the Muslim majority states as well as the states ruled by Muslim Princes.

The Indian Government failed signally to counteract the stratagem, subversion and military intervention, Pakistan employed to achieve its objectives. Perhaps the British, who had quit India, still cast a shadow on the Indian outlook. The Congress leadership with its liberalist tradition which denied the civilisational boundaries of the Indian nation, continued to play the Muslim card, to prove that Jammu and Kashmir would be more Islamic than the Muslim State of Pakistan after its inclusion in the Indian Dominion.

The Congress leaders wanted Maharaja Hari Singh to follow what they did in collusion with Mountabatten to retrieve Junagarh and bring round the Nawab of Hyderabad to come to terms, with India. Gandhi advised Hari Singh, during his visit to Kashmir, towards the close of July 1947, to (a) transfer the powers of the State Government to the representatives of his Muslim subjects, who formed a majority of the population of the state; (b) hold fresh elections to the Praja Sabha, the State Legislative Assembly, on the basis of universal adult franchise and (c) entrust the Praja Sabha with the task of taking a decision on the accession of the state. The meeting between Hari Singh and Mahatma Gandhi was held on the lawns of the Gupkar Palace, situated on the eastern bank of the Dal Lake in Srinagar. Maharani Tara Devi and the Heir-Apparent Karan Singh were present in the meeting. The only other man present in the meeting was a senior officer of the state army, who acted as an aide to the Maharaja and prepared the situation report of the meeting for the military archives of the state.

Gandhi had lost touch with the developments in the princely states. He was not aware of the dangerous  situation in Jammu and Kashmir. He did not know that an armed rebellion was brewing in the Muslim majority districts of the Jammu province, where arms and ammunition were being dumped by the elements of the Muslim League from a  cross the border of the state with the Punjab. He was hardly aware of the sharp divide between the Kashmiri speaking Muslims and non-Kashmiri speaking Muslims. He did not know that the non-Kashmiri speaking Muslims, who constituted nearly half the Muslim population of state along with a small section of the Kashmiri-speaking Muslims owing loyality to the Mirwaiz, the chief Muslim divine of Kashmir, supported the Muslim Conference, which spearheaded the struggle for Pakistan. He was completely unaware of the fact that the Kashmiri-speaking Muslims constituted about half the population of the Muslims of the State and together with the Hindus, the Sikhs and the Buddhists they formed more than sixty percent of the population of the State. The Hindus, the Sikhs and the Buddhists, a million people, constituted more than a quarter of the population of the State. Gandhi was completely unaware of the impact of the partition on the leaders and cadres of the National Conference, which had its main support bases in the community of the Kashmiri-speaking Muslims, largely concentrated in the Kashmir province. He did not know that an influential section of the leaders and cadres of the National Conference favoured a reconsideration of the commitment of the National Conference to the unity of India.

Gandhi believed that by seeking to divest Hari Singh of his powers to determine the future affiliation of the State in respect of its accession and empowering his Muslim subjects to take a decision on the accession of the state, he would be able to create a precedent for the rulers of the Muslim ruled states, to entrust their powers to determine the future affiliations of their states their Hindu subjects, who formed a majority of their population. Nearly all the Muslim ruled states, barring a few of them situated within the territories delimited for the Muslim State of Pakistan, nearly all the Muslim ruled States in India, including the major states of Hyderabad, Junagarh, Bhopal, were populated by preponderant Hindu majorities.

Perhaps, Gandhi believed that the Muslims of Jammu and Kashmir committed to support the accession of the state to India, would opt to join India after power was transferred to them and they were empowered to  determine the future affiliations of the state. He was convinced that the transfer of power in Jammu and Kashmir would provide him a moral ground to bring round Pakistan as well as Mountbatten to persuade the Muslim rulers to abnegate from their power to determine the future affiliations of their states and entrust their subjects and of whom the Hindus formed a majority, to opt for India.

Gandhi and the other Indian leaders did not even get the wind of the secret preparations in Pakistan for military intervention in the Jammu and Kashmir State in the name of the Jehad for the liberation of the Muslims from their subjection to the Dogra Rule, while Gandhi went on a indefinite fast to prevent communal violence in India which threatened the Muslims, Pakistan prepared feverishly for the invasion of the state. Pakistan planned to reduce the state by military force and then deal with India from a position of strength in respect of Junagarh and Hyderabad. Junagarh had acceded to Pakistan and Hyderabad was plotting the align itself with Pakistan to remain out of India. 

Had Hari Singh accepted Gandhi's advice he would have provided open ground for Pakistan and the Muslim League to grab the state by stratagem and force. Gandhi's suggestion to hold the elections to the Praja Sabha would have enabled the Muslim Conference and the flanks of pro-Pakistan Muslim activists, operating underground, to sabotage the National Conference and use religious appeal for Jehad to pack the Praja Sabha with the Muslim Conference. Any stringent measures adopted by him to prohibit religious propaganda in the elections would have brought him the blame of having settled the expression for the will of the Muslims. In case he did not take effective measures to prohibit the use of religious propaganda in the elections he would virtually leave the field open for the Muslim Jehad to take over.

Hari Singh had borne the ravages of Muslim communalism. He had also faced the scourage of the Paramountcy. The Congress leaders had installed Mountbatten as the first Governor General of the Dominion of India. Hari Singh had rebuffed Mountbatten and refused to abide by his advice to join Pakistan. Mountbatten, later events proved, had not forgotten the slight Hari Singh had caused to him. The Maharaja did not allow himself to be arranged before the man, who had spared no efforts to push his state into Pakistan for his management. He refused to accept Gandhi's advice.

Hari Singh contested Gandhi's views on the accession of the state and refused to abnegate from his rightful obligation to determine the future of his state. He told Gandhi, in measured words in the presence of Maharani Tara Devi, who regarded the Mahatma in awe, that the safety and the security of the Hindus and the other minorities in the state was uppermost in his mind, and he would not abandon them at any cost. He insisted upon the recognition of his rights as the ruler of the state to determine the basis of his future relations with India. He reminded Gandhi that nor only had the lapse of the Paramountcy vested in him the right to determine the future of the State, the Indian States Ministry had recognised the rights of the rulers of the States as the basis of their accession to India and he could not be treated in a manner different from the way, the rulers of all other acceding states had been treated.

Gandhi gave expression to his feelings in a statement he gave to the press in Punjab, on his way back to Delhi. He said that Jammu and Kashmir was a Muslim state and therefore, its future must be determined by Muslims who formed a majority of its population. He denounced the treaties between the Princes and the British as "parchments of paper" and decried the claims made by the Princes to any rights arising out of such treaties.
Hari Singh did not accept the surrender to a Muslim majority identity as the basis of a settlement of the accession of the state. He refused to become part of the process to consolidate the borders of the Muslim state of Pakistan, which Mountbatten and the Congress leaders visualised as the guarantee of the unity of India.

Later events proved Hari Singh right. Pakistan strove hard to hold Junagarh and openly supported Hyderabad in its endeavour to remain out of India. Pakistan invaded the State, irrespective of the procedure laid down by the Indian Independence Act, for the lapse of the Paramountcy, showing little regard for the ruler of Jammu and Kashmir and the people of Junagarh and Hyderabad.

--To be continued

NOTE: The articles in this series are based upon documentary sources in the National Archives, Jammu and Kashmir State Archives, States Peoples' Conference papers, Nehru Memorial Museum New Delhi, Sapru House Library, Indian Council of World Affairs, New Delhi; Contemporary News Paper files and interviews) END

When  Pt. Nehru Confronted Communiststc "When  Pt. Nehru Confronted Communists"
By Raman Kumar Bhattc "By Raman Kumar Bhat"
The history of Indian Left has been one of 'poverty of thinking', strategic blunders and servile attitude to Communist Parties of Soviet Union and China. No wonder, the Indian Communists have shown remarkable consistency in undermining country's national (both political and civilisational) interests-be it 1942, 1947, 1962 or even our own times.

The high priests of Indian Communist movement have lived in their own make-believe world. They continue to cling on to hackneyed theses. Pro-minorityism has become new secular mantra, national unity is debunked as 'Hindu chauvinism'. At the Centre of this diabolical, muddled thinking is erroneous communist understandnig of Religious and Nationalities Question.

In 1942 Indian Communists opposed anti-Colonial 'Quit India' movement, they collaborated shamefacedly with the British. The communists lapped up League’s  Communal politics and justified two-nation theory, describing demand for Pakistan as a genuine one. It hailed Pakistan movement as a 'national liberation struggle' through which Muslims of the Indian Sub-Continent could exercise 'self-determination'. These two developments brought the conflict between Indian National Congress (INC) and Communist Party of India (CPI) into open in 1940s. Communists were expelled from Congress and CPI lost its leverage to influence Congress policies from within.

Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru was trained in the tradition of European Liberalism. He championed anti-imperialist foreign policy abroad. This brought him closer to communists. During the Muslim  Mass Contact programme, launched by Congress in 1935 many leading communists manoeuvred top positions for them selves in Congress Organisation. Dr KM Ashraf and Dr ZA Ahmad came closer to Pt. Nehru. The CPI used this leverage to 'isolate' that section of Congress leadership which identified itself with Indian civilisation and ethos with no reservations.

Developments of 1940s led to the parting of ways between Pt. Nehru and the CPI leadership. The former issued a press statement in Bombay in 1945, denouncing CPI as an unpatriotic party and called CPI leaders as virtually Soviet agents. 1942 movement had created groundswell of patriotic sentiment in favour of Congress, CPI found itself totally isolated. CPI drafted Dr. ZA Ahmad to mollify Pt. Nehru. On June 28, 1945 Pt. Nehru and Dr. Ahmad met to discuss contentious issues for over two hours. Despite extremely courteous approach of Pt. Nehru the meeting remained unsatisfactory. Nehru refused to have anything to do with CPI. A verbatim report of the conversation (running into 6 thousand words) was prepared by Dr. Ahmad and sent to PC Joshi, the Secretary-General of CPI. The report, marked 'confidential', dated June 1945 (1945/9), with instructions 'for CCMS (Central Committee Members) only, NOT to be shown to anyone else without PC Joshi's permission', had remained buried in CPI Archives. It has seen the light of the day only recently. This report of great historical import not only throws light on the running controversy between INC and CPI, it also reveals hitherto unknown facts about Congress's hidden agenda in 1942 and vis-a-vis INA of Subhas Bose.

Quit India Movement, INA:

During the conversation Nehru revealed to Dr. Ahmad that Congress was not averse to violent methods in 1942 and looked positively at INA's role. Nehru defended role of CSP and Forward Bloc in INA campaign. Nehru said, "Sometime before August 1942 Gandhiji gave in to me and others on the question of non-violence. You can imagine what it must have meant for him. But he realised that he would not be able to achieve his larger objectives if he stuck on to non-violence. He, therefore, virtually surrendered on this issue".

On the role of INA Nehru said, "Before the movement started our estimate was that if the Japanese occupied the Eastern part of India, conditions of complete administrative disorder and anarchy would be created throughout the unoccupied parts.  Under these conditions our idea was to organise guerrilla forces in order to capture power in territories where the administrative machinery was in a state of collapse."

Unpatriotic Role:

Dr. Ahmad's meeting was the first official contact between Pt. Nehru and CPI in three years. When CPI leader raised the issue of Nehru's remarks-calling CPI as unpatriotic party and Indian communists as virtually Soviet agents, Nehru defended, "What I meant was that at a critical time when there was a clash between the Govt. and the national movement, you were not on the side of the national movement. It is a different question whether at that time the course taken by the national movement was right or wrong. The fact however remains that you were not giving your support to the nationalist forces in whatever they were doing".

Nehru refused to accept the suggestion to change Congress opinion about CPI. He remarked, "How soever influential I may be inside the Congress, whatever I say would be my personal opinion. Congress may or may not take the same view as I do".

Nehru reminded Dr. Ahmad that his personal views and those of Working Committee members were same, these strongly disapproved of CPI attitude towards the war. The Congress stalwart was quite bitter on account of CPI stand vis-a-vis the Muslim League. He told the CPI leader.

"You wanted the Congress to surrender unconditionally to Jinnah and that you gave your unqualified support to all that he demanded...You want Congress to concede to Jinnah all that he desires. I disapprove of this attitude, because I am convinced that Jinnah does not want a settlement...Jinnah keeps on talking vaguely about six provinces, separation without plebiscite etc...if we accept Pakistan as Jinnah defines it, the Congress would go to pieces. There is a strong anti-Pakistan Hindu opinion inside the Congress which would go over to the Hindu Sabhas...As a national organisation the Congress cannot ignore these larger national political considerations. If the Congress gets disrupted and storm brew from within, Congress-League settlement loses its value".

Nehru lashed out at CPI, saying, "The Communist Party...completely underrates the danger of disruption inside the Congress. It seems to have been overwhelmed by the fact that the Muslims are clamouring for Pakistan and therefore it insists on the Congress straightaway conceding what the League wants, without understanding the serious consequences of such a course of action".

Dr. Ahmad, who did not relent in singing paans of League politics, replied:

"We have, undoubtedly supported and even vigorously campaigned for the acceptance of the right of separation for the Muslim areas, because the demand for complete Self-Determination is considered to be a just demand which ensures to the Muslims conditions for a full and free growth of their language, traditions, economic and cultural life etc. in a free India. We have characterised it as a freedom demand because under given historic conditions the urge of the Indian Muslims is expressed in this form i.e. by the demand for a sovereign state which would rule out the possibility of their domination by other elements numerically or economically stronger. We have also recognised the League as the national organisation of the Muslims in the sense that today it does represent the political urges of the overwhelming majority of the Muslims". The CPI leader even went on to claim that "acceptance of Pakistan would not weaken but strengthen the Congress" by isolating 'all communal and pro-Imperialist elements'.

Nehru took Dr. Ahmad to task for toeing Jinnah line—opposing plebiscite and links with India on Defence and Foreign Policy. Nehru said, "Your main burden is that the Congress should change its attitude and do everything to settle this problem. But you do not say the same thing as empathitically in the case of the League. ...You do not criticise the League at all..." The Congress stalwart, however,  conceded that the Congress had virtually accepted the right of self-determination but blamed Jinnah for taking an "extremely obstinate attitude and insisting on total surrender". The CPI then went on to lecture Nehru on how "rapidly progressive forces were growing within the League" and remarked that if the Congress accepted the principle of Pakistan" all these elements would...Join hands with the Congress".

Nehru observed that CPI policy was determined by Soviet Foreign policy and asked it not to ignore the potentialities of national sentiment. Citing CPI's folly in 1942 Nehru said, "In 1942 the powerful hatred of the British swayed our people and moved them forward into a countrywide struggle. Your policy on the other hand influenced comparatively a very small section. You could not move millions. Inevitably, there arose a sharp conflict between you  and the national movement which has now raised huge barriers between the two". 

Nehru refused to treat patriotism as 'backward form of nationalism' and asked the CPI leader not to roughshod national sentiment. He warned him that the mutual relations between Communists and Congressmen would be governed largely by the measures in which their policies in regard to the new problems agree or disagree with each other".

When Dr. Ahmad asked Nehru what exactly would be Communists position when the Congress Committees are legalised, the latter replied that the prejudice against communists was very strong. Nehru refused to meet PC Joshi, recalling bitter meeting with CPI leader in Bombay. He told Dr. Ahmad, "Joshi kept on lecturing to me and spoke as if he was addressing a public meeting".

In his report, Dr. Ahmad suggested to the party leadership that Nehru should be 'Consciously educated by the Party, by involving him in 'theoretical discussions....on such questions as the character of the Pakistan demand, League etc." END

New Delhi braces upto meet new security threatstc "New Delhi braces upto meet new security threats"
By KS Correspondenttc "By KS Correspondent"
Notwithstanding the brave words by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh that "efforts we have made are beginning to bring positive results", the situation on the ground continues to be a matter of concern at all levels of the government.

Pakistan, despite all the hype on the so-called 'peace process', continues to sponsor crossborder terrorism as before. On February 28,2007 J&K Police and SOG gunned down a top LeT terrorist at Safian in foothills of Bala Sundri temple Billawar. The police said he was plotting fidayeen attacks at Raj Bhavan and MLA hostel in Jammu. Earlier, on February 4, 2007 Delhi Police arrested four Jaish-e-Mohamad terrorists, including a Pakistan national after a fierce gunbattle in Connaught place area. 3 kgs RDX, 6 hand grenades, 4 detonators, one timer and a revolver, besides US $10,000 and Rs 50000 in cash were seized from them. The Pakistani terrorist, as per police, was planning a major fidayeen strike in Srinagar.

Abu Mavia, a notorious terrorist operating in Rajouri and Poonch was eliminated on February 23, 2007. The mobile phone recovered by police from him revealed that the network of terrorists still existed in Muzaffarabad and other parts of PoK. Police said, "the fact that a LeT 'Commander' was assuring Mavia of arms and hawala was another evidence of Pakistan's unabated support to militancy".

In the recent meeting of joint mechanism on terrorism, India presented photograph of a Pakistani national responsible for blasts in Samjauta Express at Deewana on February 18, 2007. Indian side, while furnishing details about his passport and address in Pakistan, said the concerned terrorist had entered India last year on 'valid' documents and went missing. A Pakistan passenger had identified him as a suspect. India also provided proof Pakistani involvement in acts of sabotage at Mumbai on July 11, 2006, Malegaon, Hyderabad and other places.

The timing of attack on Samjauta Express which left 67 dead, was politically significant. The incident brought into focus the major security failures and the dubious game Pakistan was pursuing through subversion. 604 passengers were on board, 67 died, yet 620 reached Attari. 92 passengers remained unacc-ounted. Haryana police did not carry out a check of passengers travelling for the onward journey either at Deewana or Ambala. Without checking passports, tickets were issued by Railway authorities to people to allow them to board the train. Only 5 RPF personnel were on the train. 

The two suspects were allowed to get off the train. Accusations have also been made that not only lax security system but also the corruption was compromising the security. Some elements among security personnel were said to be part of 'swari operations', who have established a well-organised cross-border smuggling network.

The lax security, however, does not absolve Pakistan of its direct complicity in the attack. There have been well-informed analyses on Pakistan objectives. Praveen Swami says, "In the weeks before the bombing Islamists repeatedly argued that the India-Pakistan peace process posed a threat to both Pakistan's economic survival and its ideological raison d'etre. Growing interaction at the level of ordinary people, Islamists claimed, had softened the hatred they believe is necessary to protect their nation. In their imagination, the train of love was a trojan horse, a vehicle for the destruction of the project of Pakistan".

Another view is that the train was attacked because 'it had Pakistani Hindus returning home to Sindh after visiting their relatives in India". Some believe the attack was planned to impose on India the need of joint counter-terrorism mechanism.

B.Raman, a security expert opines that through the peace process 'India was playing into the hands of Pervez Musharraf  and his horde of Jihadi terrorists whom he and Pakistan's ISI have been using to make India bleed'.
Whatever benefits the Samjauta Express may be providing  to divided Muslim families, the 'peace train' poses two major security threats. Increasing number of Pakistani saboteurs use train to infiltrate into India on valid documents. Secondly, there is increasing use of the train to smuggle narcotics and fake currency on its journey from Pakistan into India.

Another sinister dimension of these acts of sabotage by Pakistan—be it Mumbai, Malegaon or Samjauta Express, is that not only some dubious NGOs but even senior politicians have been jumping the gun to blame Hindu groups for these acts, even before the security agencies had initiated enquiries. In all these incidents security agencies found direct involvement of the Pakistanis. What are the motivations for these people to absolve Pakistan of any blame need to be ascertained?

Highlighting the serious security threat posed by Pakistan, Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil on the occasion of the 60th Raising Day of Delhi Police warned, " Terrorists are sneaking into big cities and operating clandestinely. They have been making their plans by hiding in the cities and will continue to do it". He said the influx of terrorists into major cities has a big impact on the national capital and asked the police force to remain on alert to frustrate designs to spread terror in the city.

So long as Pakistan continues to seek parity by bleeding India and retains Jehadis as instruments of state policy against India there will be no let-up in terrorism, irrespective of Pakistan commitments on 'peace process'. The broad contours of the game Pakistan is playing to weaken India has a pattern. It is trying to wreck country's institutions of economic credibility and sectors like Information Technology, Tourism, Science and Technology, Stock Market etc. Pakistan is also creating disaffection among sections of Indian Muslims to use them against India. The spreading network of the notorious SIMI, Students Islamic Movement in India in UP, Maharashtra and other places indicate this. It has engineered a nexus between Indian Maoists and Jehadis. Through its bases in Nepal and Bangladesh it is destabilising the east and north-east. The recent posting of a senior ISI official as charge d'affairs of Pakistan mission in Sri Lanka is aimed at fomenting subversion in South States of India. Many of the Pak apologists in Indian civil society—mediamen, diplomats, NGOs, politicians, academicians etc. are trying to hoodwink national opinion by arguing that a deal on Kashmir, which grants concessions to Pakistan and Islamists in Kashmir, would deliver the nation from the monster of terrorism. Media hype on 'peace process being in right direction' is aimed at lulling the nation into complacency in facing multidimensional security threats. It is only through correct appraisal of security threats and adequate responses to these that India can survive these challenges.

The new security threats are:

Goa: On December 13, 2006 when Israeli Foreign Ministry issued a warning asking Israeli tourists to stay off Goa many in India were taken by surprise. It said, "within the framework of Al Qaeda's terror threats in India, there is now a concrete threat focusing on the Goa region where multitudes of visitors, including Israelis gather in late December. Israel's counter terrorism authority has recommended that Israeli citizens stay away from sites in Goa popular with Westerners and Israelis over the next few weeks". The warning was repeated two days later over a web site run by an Israeli NGO. It asked Israelis to cancel their trips to Goa or at least stay away from the big end of year seasonal parties. The similar warnings were in force for Egyptian Sinai and Turkey. Some four thousand Israelis had booked flights to India for the winter season.

The Israeli assessment was reported to be based on intelligence reports of CIA which said two Al Qaida operatives—a Yemeni and an Algerian had visited Goa in 2006. The two terrorists had visited several nightclubs and beaches in Goa, took photographs and conducted elaborate surveys of beaches frequented by British and Israeli tourists. This was as per media reports, revealed to the CIA during interrogations and information gleaned from a laptop recovered in Iraq.

The Goan police had also arrested two Jehadis in March 2006. One Tarique Jalal alias Tarique Batlo, a Tehrik-ul-Mujahideen cadre was nabbed from Margoa railway station with RDX, handgrenades, electronic detonators, camera and a mobile phone. The other Jehadi, Shamim Ahmad, a Lashkar operative and a Goan resident was arrested from Gulbarga district with AK-47 rifles, handgrenades, maps of dams and power grid installations in Andra Pradesh and audio video cassettes. These arrests indicated the possibility of sleeper cells of Pakistani and Kashmiri Jehadist terrorist organisations in Goa.

Taking  cognisance of the security threats to Goa, Home Minister Shivraj Patil while addressing the Director-Generals of Police at New Delhi said, "India's critical infrastructure is under serious threat and it is the coastline that is facing the increased threat perception'. Subsequent media speculation hinted that the Home Minister talked of the possibility of a threat of maritime terrorism directed at the Goa shipyard.

Russian Mafia :

Goa faces another threat from Russian mafia. This mafia during the past three years has bought up huge properties in Goa, setting up Restaurants, hotels etc. Hounded by France, US, Israel and Britain the Russian crime syndicates have been trying to explore new pastures in Asia and the Far East to set up bases for their drugs, arms and flesh trade. 

Alarmed by activities of Russian mafia a National Security Council Secretariat report on potential threats to national security from FDI sent by the PMO to 12 key ministries on September 26, 2006 warned.

"The flow of unverifiable investments from tax havens such as Mauritius, Cyprus, Cayman Islands and also from criminal groups operating from other countries poses a security threat to our economy. It has been noticed that the Russian mafia has invested large sums in real estate projects in Goa. It may be mentioned that FDI into real estate comes under the automatic approval route".

Morjum beach is referred to in Goa as 'mini Russian'. Nearly 75% chartered flights to Goa are from Russia. 

Many Russian girls are in prostitution trade and service Goan elite in and around Morjum. There are fears that the Russian pockets of influence could serve as safen havens for international criminals and terrorists. Goan government has been lax in dealing with activities of Russian mafia. Only after massive protests the government scrapped draft regional plan 2011, which would have converted 80% of agricultural and forest land open to commercial exploitation.

Media reports say that Russian mafia have invested in Mumbai and Delhi also to carry out its money laundering operations. This could provide it a base to channel funds in and out of the country. The same reports said that Russia mafia funelled $70 billion into banks in Nauru in 1998.

In India already millions of dollars of slush funds are being routed through  hawala channels to fund mafia operations. The National Security Council report highlights the different types of threats to national security from flow of unverifiable investments. 

The sources of money for such deals could be illegal or this could be part of the money laundering process. The report raises concerns about such investments being controlled by anti-Indian elements which could be manipulated through sudden withdrawal or pumping in of capital to cause a serious economic crisis. Also, such dubious foreign investors could indulge in or be tools of economic espionage in the country. END

PAKISTAN’S RESTORATION OF DEMOCRACY SHOULD BE AN INDIAN STRATEGIC IMPERATIVE tc "PAKISTAN’S RESTORATION OF DEMOCRACY SHOULD BE AN INDIAN STRATEGIC IMPERATIVE "
By Dr. Subhash Kapila tc "By Dr. Subhash Kapila "
Introductory Observations 
In Pakistan, the denial of democracy is blamed on the Pakistan Army and its propensity for military coups and extended military dictatorships. 

In the last 25 years, Pakistan has been under military dictatorships for nearly 20 years of late General Zia-ul-Haq and now General Musharraf in his seventh year.  The four short spells of spasmodic civil rule were under tight control of the Pakistan Army.  This is in addition to the earlier spell of military rule from 1958 - 1972. 

Pakistanis blame the United States and China for the denial and suppression of democracy in Pakistan.  Both there nations in the pursuance of their respective national strategic interests by utilizing Pakistan as a rental state offered by the Pakistan Army.  Democracy in Pakistan was therefore given a slip. 

India too today seems to be getting involved in the denial of democracy in Pakistan by facilitating the perpetuation of the military dictatorship of General Musharraf.  By engaging in peace dialogues with General Musharraf, India is bestowing a political legitimacy on General Musharraf when there none exists for him within Pakistan. 

Shockingly, in the present Indian Government’s appeasement policies to keep General Musharraf in power, no Indian national security interests or strategic imperatives are served to justify India’s current foreign policy approaches towards Pakistan.

On the contrary the restoration of democracy in Pakistan is an Indian strategic imperative, if India desires a secure and stable neighborhood. 

The following issues are examined to reinforce the above assertion: 

·
Pakistan’s Military Dictators Propensity for Conflict With India 

·
Pakistan as a Nuclear Weapons State Under a Military Dictator is a National Security Risk for India 

·
General Musharraf’s Perpetuation in Power Through Indian Engagement Has Not Provided Any Strategic Gains to India 

·
India Should Not Have Double-Standards on Democracy in South Asia 

·
Indian Policy Approaches Recommended to Assist Restoration of Democracy in Pakistan 

Democracy is Pakistani peoples birthright and they should have their political freedoms.  India should not even be seen as standing in between the Pakistani people and their yearning for democracy, by dialogues with a Pakistan Army regime. 

Pakistan’s Military Dictators Propensity for Conflict With India 

Historically, it is well established that Pakistan’s military dictators have displayed a marked propensity for armed conflict with India as the record below will indicate: 


Field Marshal Ayub Khan-    1965 War 


General Yahya Khan -1971 War 

 
General Zia-ul-Haq                   -1984 Op BRASS-TACKS conflict averted by external influence


General Pervez Musharraf -    1999 Kargil War and terrorism within J & K and India 

Pakistan’s present military dictator did not wait to come into power to initiate a conflict with India.  He initiated the Kargil War behind the civilian government’s back and sought later to avert his personal accountability for Pakistan’s defeat by indulging in a military coup against an elected Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. 

General Musharraf thereafter followed a dual-track policy of deceptive “peace initiatives” with India and offering “out of box” solutions.  The only thing to come out of the Pakistani General’s “box” has been sustained terrorism war against India - Parliament House attacks, bombings in Delhi, Varanasi, Jammu, Srinagar, attacks on J & K Legislature and the horrific Mumbai train blasts, India’s 7/11. 

In contrast no civilian government in Pakistan could be accused of such armed conflicts and terrorism, and especially the intensity and scale under Musharraf. 

Rather strange, that the Congress Government and its Prime Minister persist in asserting that “Musharraf can be trusted” and India can do business with him.  India’s strategic gains in Kashmir, Siachen and elsewhere are in danger of being compromised to provide General Musharraf some success on these contentious issues so that he could continue in power in Pakistan on the strength of the questionable concessions that the present Indian Government seems inclined to concede to him. 

If the people of Pakistan are asked they would think otherwise and prefer democracy in Pakistan over General Musharraf.  The people in Pakistan today have seriously started questioning as to why Pakistan has not moved ahead and made economic progress like India.  They realize that this has been due to Pakistan being kept in bondage by the Pakistan Army and its generals who generated a constant state of anti-Indian hysteria and kept these contentious issues alive to perpetuate their military regimes.   

It is clear to the people of Pakistan now that if Pakistan has to emerge as a modernized and economically prosperous nation then democracy has to be restored. In the face of such realization within Pakistan,  India’s present policies towards Pakistan therefore are misplaced in terms of perpetuating Gen. Musharraf in power in Pakistan. 

Pakistan as a Nuclear Weapons State Under a Military Dictator is a National Security Risk for India 

Pakistan’s sizeable nuclear weapons arsenal under General Musharraf’s control or under control of any other military dictator that could follow him, if democracy does not return to Pakistan, is a grave national security risk for India.   

Musharraf nearly triggered off a nuclear weapons exchange during the Kargil War and it now stands documented and corroborated at the highest United States level. 

Restoration of a strong democracy in Pakistan with regional and global backing will force Pakistan Army to barracks and bring Pakistan’s nuclear weapons arsenal under civilian control with greater sense of responsibility and accountability. 

India should therefore recognize that it has a greater stake in working towards restoration of democracy in Pakistan, both for its national security interests and the people of Pakistan. 

General Musharraf’s Perpetuation in Power Through Indian Engagement Has Not Provided Any Strategic Gains to India 

India’s political engagement with the military dictatorship of Pakistan of General Musharraf has not provided any strategic gains for India nor any peace dividends. 

Infiltration from across the borders continues.  Pakistan’s terrorist activities in India have not ceased.  The scope and spread of Pakistan’s terrorist activities within India have expanded and Pakistan persists in maintaining its “first-strike” nuclear doctrine. 

Pakistan under the Musharraf military regime has multiplied India’s internal security problems as no Pakistani military regime in the past has done so far.  It has further succeeded in subverting the fringe elements of the Indian Muslim Community against the Indian State. 

Should India keep persisting in political engagement of the Pakistani military dictator who enjoys no political legitimacy in Pakistan or throw in its weight behind the Pakistani masses clamoring for democracy and political freedoms? 

India in the last two years has been treated to an unending flow of “peace-rhetoric” by General Musharraf without backing it with any serious intent.  It has been a well orchestrated psychological warfare campaign to ingratiate himself with his Western backers before the 2007 elections.  It was also aimed at dulling the current Indian political leadership into a deceptive receptivity of questionable intents and in which he has succeeded to the extent that a virtual sell-out of Siachen was on the cards. 

In the absence of any peace dividends or strategic gains occurring from India’s engagement with the Pakistan military dictator there is no justification for this policy option of the Indian Government. 

India Should Not Have Double-Standards on Democracy in South Asia 

India likes to be lauded all over the world as the world’s largest democracy.  India loves to be acclaimed as the shining beacon of democracy in South Asia. 

India much against its national security interests and strategic imperatives adopted postures in Nepal for restoration of democracy which adversely for India led to the downfall of a Hindu monarchy and paved the way for a back-door entry of Nepal’s Maoists in Nepal’s governance which they could not do so on the force of arms. 

India is presently assisting Bhutan’s monarchy to evolve into a democracy with a constitutional monarchy. 

If that be India’s official commitment to restoration of democracy in South Asia, then why this Indian Government is totally silent on the issue of restoration of democracy in Pakistan? 

India’s silence on the restoration of democracy in Pakistan is deafening and opens India to charges of double standards on the principle of democracy in South Asia? 

This Indian Government’s silence on restoration of democracy in Pakistan is intriguing when as argued above, there are no strategic gains that accrue to India from assisting in the perpetuation of Musharraf’s military dictatorship in Pakistan. 

Indian Policy Approaches Recommended to Assist Restoration of Democracy in Pakistan 
Pakistan is at the political cross-roads in 2007-2008.  It is the year in which Pakistan’s military ruler, General Musharraf stands committed to redeem his pledges for free and fair elections in Pakistan for the National Assembly and the Provincial Assemblies.  He is also committed to shed his uniform as Chief of Army Staff and stand for the presidency as a civilian candidate. 

General Musharraf has already given enough indicators not to honor any of his pledges for restoration of democracy in Pakistan.  He has done so secure in the belief that the United States would blink and look the other way as he once again subverts democracy in Pakistan. 

But does India also need to be an accomplice or accessory to the fact of General Musharraf’s subversion of democracy in Pakistan?  Certainly NOT, as restoration of democracy in Pakistan is a strategic imperative for India. 

The following policy approaches by India are recommended in this direction and India should make calls for: 


India should officially declare that India will not engage Pakistan in any peace dialogues, until and unless a civilian elected government emerges in Pakistan through free and fair elections. 


Pakistan’s General Elections in end - 2007 cannot be deemed as fair and free with General Musharraf as President whether in or out of uniform. 


General Musharraf’s re-election as President should be done after he sheds uniform and by new National and Provincial Assemblies. 


In view of General Musharraf’s record of blatant rigging of 2002 General Elections and 2005 Local Bodies Elections, international observers be made to monitor the election. 


Indian Cabinet Ministers or when the Prime Minister visits Pakistan should make it a point to meet Pakistani Opposition parties leaders and even separatist leaders.  If the Indian Government acquiesces to allow General Musharraf, his Prime Minister and Foreign Minister to openly meet Kashmiri separatist leaders in New Delhi, there is no reason why official India should not reciprocate the same by meeting Pakistan’s political leaders struggling for democracy, on their visits to Islamabad and in the process demonstrate India’s commitment towards restoration of democracy in Pakistan. 


Additionally, the rest of India should do the following: 


Indian political parties should invite Pakistan’s political leaders frequently to India and give them a platform for calls for restoration of democracy in Pakistan so that international attention is drawn. 


The Indian media, otherwise very strident in calls for human rights of even terrorists, is silent on the issue of restoration of democracy in Pakistan.  It is time that they awaken that part of their conscience which is today oblivious to denial of democracy in Pakistan. 


Indian organizations involved in the promotion of peace and dialogue with Pakistan (and there are many) continue to remain silent on the issue of democracy in Pakistan, Intriguing, but understandable.  It is time that they become alive to the fact that no India - Pakistan peace is possible without democracy in Pakistan.  Is it not high time that these organizations along with the other candle-lighters now go to the India-Pakistan border to light candles regularly so that the light from these could lead Pakistan’s military leaders from darkness to reality of the imperatives of democracy in Pakistan. 


A “Radio Free Pakistan” should be established by those Indian TV networks which shout the most about human rights issues.  Democracy in Pakistan should be made an issue. 


Indian think-tanks which devote so much time and effort on the topic of India-Pakistan peace dialogue should spend comparable time on highlighting the major political structural shortcoming in Pakistan, namely the denial of democracy to the people of Pakistan and its implications for South Asian security and stability. 

The above recommendations are likely to be shrugged away by the Indian policy establishment with the plea that it is not India’s business to interfere in Pakistan’s domestic affairs.  This is an escapist response. 

It needs to be understood that restoration of democracy in Pakistan is no longer a domestic issue of Pakistan’s military rulers.  If democracy in Pakistan stands denied because of external considerations, then logically it follows that for restoration of democracy in Pakistan, external pressures necessarily have to come into play. 

Further, peace and stability in South Asia is dependent on the emergence of a democratic, economically vibrant and stable Pakistan. 

Concluding Observations
India has a vital stake in the restoration of democracy in Pakistan not only as an Indian imperative but as a South Asian imperative also.  Those who argue that a stable Pakistan is a regional imperative for South Asia should not confuse a stable Pakistan as synonymous with a military-ruled Pakistan.  Similarly those who highlight South Asia as a “nuclear flashpoint” because of Pakistan-India confrontation should not overlook that “flash-points” in South Asia have always erupted when Pakistan was ruled by military dictators with fig. leaves of democracy.  In the years when India was not powerful and stood alone in international affairs, it never gave much credence to Pakistan’s military rulers and kept a distance in arriving at any substantial peace dialogues with Pakistani military regimes. 

Today, when India is on an ascendant curve towards great power status, there is no reason why the present Indian establishment, the Indian media and Indian organizations involved in fostering peace should recommend and stoop towards peace dialogues with Pakistan’s military ruler, namely, General Musharraf.  Any agreements arrived by India with General Musharraf would lack political legitimacy.  In a certain sense, it smacks of India buckling to pressures of the Pakistani military ruler, whether direct, implied or contrived.  The people of Pakistan are at the political cross-roads.  They need and they want democracy.  India as a vibrant democratic neighbor should assist them in their aspirations.  Moreso, when it is an inescapable fact that without democracy Pakistan would continue to be a recalcitrant neighbor bent on using armed conflicts and terrorism as instruments of state policy.   

Restoration of democracy in Pakistan, therefore, becomes an overriding strategic imperative for India. *(The author is an International Relations and Strategic Affairs analyst.  He is the Consultant, Strategic Affairs with South Asia Analysis Group.) END

BANGLADESH DIARYtc "BANGLADESH DIARY"
A statement issued by Peace Campaign Group in New Delhi on February 26, 2007 said:tc "A statement issued by Peace Campaign Group in New Delhi on February 26, 2007 said\:"
Bangladesh has been in the state of emergency since the mid-January 2007.  

The “joint forces” consisting of military, Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), Bangladesh Rifles (BDR), police and intelligence servicemen have been given special power to control “corruption” and “crimes” in the country. 

Several top level political leaders including former ministers allegedly involved in “corruption” and “crimes” have been arrested and put into the bar. Dozen of deaths under RAB custody have been reported. 

The Jumma indigenous people resisting Bengali (Muslim) domination in their traditional homeland, the Chittagong Hill Tracts, and demanding autonomy for protection of their distinct identity and culture since 1972 have been the worst victim of the heat. The “joint forces” are using the state of emergency as a political tool to suppress their democratic voice for proper implementation of the CHT

Accord, a prerequisite for democracy, peace and development in the region.  

The Accord signed between the Parbatya Chattagram Jana Samhati Samiti (PCJSS), the political organization representing the indigenous people, and the Awami League Government of Bangladesh on December 2, 1997 provides limited autonomy to the indigenous people and addresses, among others, the demilitarization of the Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

Indigenous political leaders are being specially targeted. They are being arrested, tortured and jailed indiscriminately. They are now  even afraid of talking openly to international human rights groups and media about the situation for the fear of being exposed and punished.

They have no freedom of association and speech. They cannot freely move from one place to another place. There are military check posts everywhere in the Chittagong Hill

Tracts. Telecommunications system has been under the control of the military. Mobile phone services have been banned. Internet services are being monitored and checked. 

Indigenous organizations cannot freely communicate with international human rights groups and media on the situation through e-mails. Common people are living in great fear and insecurity. 

Dozen of indigenous political and student leaders including the General Secretary of PCJSS Mr. Satyabir Dewan have been under the detention of the “joint forces”. Mr Dewan was arrested on February 18 on the ground of keeping “illegal arms” with him. A source unwilling to be identified for security reasons said that the military deliberately kept arms in his house at Rangamati town and made it a pretext to arrest him. It is reminiscent of a usual practice resorted to by Bangladeshi military during the active phase of the conflict to suppress indigenous political movement. 

In a press release issued on 21 February, many intellectuals like Dhaka University Associate Professor Mezbha Kamal, Bangladesh Indigenous Peoples’ Forum General Secretary Sanjeeb Drong and Director of Ain O Salish Kendra (Law and Justice Centre) Mohammad Noor Khan stated that Mr. Dewan was “innocent” and he could not be arrested under any provisions of the emergency law. Mr. Dewan is an “ideal and clean political leader” and no cases are pending against him in court, the statement added. They demanded his immediate and unconditional release. He was sent to police custody on 20 February. 

Some of the other innocent indigenous political and student leaders arrested are: 

1) 
Mr. Bimal Kanti Chakma, Central Member of PCJSS from Jurachari on 18 February

2) 
Mr. Ranjit Kumar Dewan, President of Jurachari branch of PCJSS from Juranchari on 18 February

3) 
Mr. Udayjoy Chakma, General Secretary of Jurachari branch of PCJSS from Jurachari on 18 February

4) 
Mr. Mayachan Chakma, Organising Secretary of Jurachari branch of PCJSS from Jurachari on 18 February

5) 
Mr. Railai Mro, Chairman of Sualok mouza and Headman of Sualok mouza from Badanban on 23 February

6) 
Mr. Bikram Marma, President of Kaptai branch of PCJSS from Kaptai on 4 February

7) 
Mr. Saimong Marma, Organising Secretary of Kaptai branch of PCJSS on 11 February

8) 
Mr. Sumit Chakma, Assistance General Secretary of Rangamati district branch of Hill Students Council from Dhaka on 6 February.

Peace Campaign Group (PCG), a NGO, has urged international human rights groups and parties concerned with Bangladeshi affairs to use their good office to ensure unconditional and immediate release of the indigenous political and student leaders arrested and early restoration of people’s fundamental rights and freedoms in the Chittagong Hill Tracts.  

It has also urged the international community to put pressure on the Caretaker Government to hold the general elections as early as possible for restoration of democracy in the country and proper implementation of the CHT Accord.  END

Resurgence of Taliban-The Heroin Dimensiontc "Resurgence of Taliban-The Heroin Dimension"
By P.K. Kotharitc "By P.K. Kothari"
The recent suicide bombing attack on the main American base in Afghanistan in which US Vice-President Dick Cheney had a narrow escape underlines the fragile security position in which Karzai government and its backer—the US forces are placed. Sometime back there was an attack near US embassy in Kabul, considered about the safest area in Afghanistan. The Taliban are back and are said to be in control of southern half of Afghanistan. Highest levels of violence have been seen in Helmand and Kandhar provinces of Southern Afghanistan. Reports emanating from Afghanistan say that the Taliban is preparing for a major offensive in Spring.

With graph of casualties showing an upward trend, the US has outsourced the military challenge in Southern Afghanistan to NATO forces—The International Security Assistance Force (ISAF).
Taliban Revival:

Resurgence of Taliban has been attributed to many factors. The strategic blunder where the US allowed the original strategic objectives to be overtaken and dominated by the political considerations of its notorious regional ally—Pakistan, has turned US campaign against Jihadists into a losing war. Knowing fully well that Pakistan was part of the problem and could not be the solution, US still adopted a Pak-centric course. Initially, Pakistan helped ousted Taliban retreat safely into their recruiting areas on Durand Line, and then provided it all the immunity from an American crackdown. In joint campaigns with US forces Pakistan Army compounded the logistical difficulties by feeding wrong and inspired information and leaking information to the Taliban and Al Qaeda of impending NATO operations.

Senlis, an international policy think-tank has put the blame for resurgence of Taliban to US-UK led failed counter-narcotics and military policies. On the basis of extensive field research conducted in the critical provinces of Helmand, Kandhar, Herat and Nangarhar, Senlis released its recent report. It reports serious hunger crisis in southern Afghanistan, where in unregistered, make-shift camps people are starving and kids dying almost every day. These camps located around Kandhar also house victims of aerial bombing and violence. Anti-narcotic campaign has seen record Poppy harvests. Poppy eradication campaign without providing alternate means of livelihood, besides dramatic under-funding of aid and development programmes has been a disaster. It has led to ruination of Afghan peasantry in the south. Hunger has led to anger, Taliban has been quick to encash it. It is targeting the south, telling people: 'When we were there, we might have been hard and cruel, but you could feed the family, now look what is going on'.

In its indictment of US, Senlis report blames faulty development policies for strengthening of Taliban. These policies have meant very little development outside of Kabul.

Financial Base:

Taliban is sustained financially by Pushtun transporters of Karachi, local Afghans in Kandhar, Traditional tribal system which takes care of their own people without the sophistication of a modern financial system and lastly, the lucre from the heroin.

Support of two tribes—Noorzai and Achakzai, has been critical to the re-emergence of Taliban. Noorzai is 100% pro-Taliban, Achakzai support is partial. Between them the two tribes dominate trade in Pushtun regions of Afghanistan and Pakistan, i.e. South-Western parts of Pakistan and southern regions of Pakistan. On Pakistani side they control Chaman markets, while on Afghan side they hold Spin Boldek Markets. These tribes also wield immense financial clout in Kandhar.

UAE remains hub for Taliban's finances with money moving through the traditional hawala system or through direct contacts. Taliban commanders  frequently visit Afghan Diaspora in UAE to appeal for financial help. Thus Taliban, is awash with money. In the wake of September 11/2001, closer international scrutiny of bank accounts had disrupted flow of funds to Taliban and Al Qaeda.

Opium Production:

Western officials involved in counter-narcotics operations say 2007 will have biggest opium harvest in history. Opium cultivation has spread to new provinces and districts—making Afghanistan the hub of poppy cultivation and the narcotic trade.

In 2006 the poppy production was 6100 tons, grown over 164700 hectares of land. It comprised 90% world's heroin. There was 59% increase since the previous year. The figures are 3600 and 3400 tons for 2003 and 2002 respectively. In 1999 the opium yield was 4581 tons from 91000 hectares. It came down to 3276 tons in 2000. In 2001 only 185 tons of opium were harvested from 8000 hectares. Out of this 150 tons came from Badakhshan region, then controlled by Northern Alliance. In 2003 opium was cultivated only on 1% of total arable land and less than 3% irrigated arable land.

David Mansfield in his study titled 'The Economic Superiority of Illicit Drug Production: Myth and Reality' says that opium cultivation was prevalent in areas where land holdings are small such as where wheat cultivation alone does not provide enough for a tenants's family, where irrigation is problematic and where access to markets is especially difficult'.
Helmand is Taliban's most strategic province where it raises resources and exerts widespread influence over the population. This province has access to Western Afghanistan's Tajik belt and to Pakistan's lawless border areas to the south. Taliban-dominated Helmand province contributes a major chunk in poppy cultivation, houses drug-processing labs and serves as the main route for trafficking and transportation.

District of Sangeen is the main hub of narcotic processing labs with 150 labs.  The finished produce of the Sangeen labs is sold on the British market for US $120-$160 per gram. According to Mirwais Yasini, the head of Afghanistan's Counter Narcotics Directorate, Taliban and its allies derived more than US $150 m from drugs in 2003.

Drug Transportation:

Taliban cadres as well as senior commanders actively participate in the trade. The international buyers sit at the border areas of Pakistan and Afghanistan, local buyers are sent to Lashkar Gah. From Lashkar Gah to the Gramsir district a full-blown mafia operation runs the heroin business and has direct connivance of the Afghan National Police, the Afghan National Army and the local administration.

Taliban territory starts from Gramsir. A new cartel then transports the consignment upto the Pak-Afghan border. From there many deserted coastal points in Baluchistan are used to ship the consignments to the UAE, Europe and other international destinations. Some of the marijuana is taken to Iran and Pakistani markets. Beyond Gramsir Taliban control of the trade is direct.

Intriguingly in Sangeen district, the Taliban and ISAF (NATO forces) have agreed to a ceasefire. This arrangement allows the Taliban to go about its business-military or otherwise unhindered. Asadullah Wafa, the Governor of Helmand has been entrusted by the British to establish tribal council to build bridges between the  Taliban and his local Kabul-backed administration. The British would then funnel money into numerous reconstruction projects through these councils.

'Heroin Cell’:

In 1980s at the instance of CIA ISI set up a special cell for use of heroin for covert actions under the supervision of Brig. Imtiaz and Lt. Gen. Hamid Gul. The US actively aided drug money flowing into Afghan Mujahideen coffers. Initially the drugs were smuggled into Afghan territory to make Soviet troops heroin addicts. After Soviet withdrawal the ISI's heroin cell set up a vast network of refineries and smugglers to smuggle heroin to western countries and use the drug money to sustain Pak economy.

Before 1998 opium was grown in NWFP (Pakistan) and Nangarhar (Afghanistan under Taliban). Pakistan stopped cultivation of opium in NWFP in the period 1998-2000. Taliban banned opium production only in 2000 to secure international support and to drive opium prices up to benefit from additional income. It, however, did not dismantle the heroin refineries owned by Pakistanis in its territory. For enacting ban the Taliban demanded compensation for farmers from international Narcotics Control Agencies, to help them shift to alternate crops. The US paid $1.5 million as compensation, which Taliban described as 'Peanuts' and demanded more. It told the US that Afghanistan earned 12 billion dollars a year from poppy cultivation. Rather then enforcing ban, the Taliban actually shifted opium cultivation from Nangarhar to remote areas. Initial suspension was to help stabilise prices from glut in overproduction.

Poppy Eradication Campaign:

Karzai government banned opium cultivation in 2002. Afghanistan Council of Ulema issued a fatwa reinforcing ban in 2004.

Before 2003 the US was not interested in waging war on drugs. It wanted to use drug traffickers and affiliated warlords as allies to enlist their support against Taliban. Commenting on this Pierre-Arnaud Chouvy, the best known international expert on Geopolitics of Illicit drugs in Asia, says, "In doing so, the US renacted a strategy largely used during the cold war, notably in Afghanistan”.

The new US strategy was to destroy heroin labs, disband the open opium bazaars, attack the opium convoys and book the big traders. It was hoped that the poppy eradication programme would cut the source of heroin supply to the west. In 2002 people were offered cash incentives to stop poppy cultivation. Afghan farmers pocketed the money and continued to cultivate poppy. 

Limitations:

US policies on poppy eradication have remained unsuccessful for obvious reasons. The drug trade has played significant role in perpetuating instability in Afghanistan. 

The farm and trafficker income generated from it is estimated to equal half of the country's legitimate GDP. This explains hostility of Afghans to poppy eradication campaign.

Pierre-Arnaud Chouvy observes”, on the one hand, the war economy has favoured the growth of the drug economy and opium trafficking has given warlords the means to perpetuate conflict. But, on the other hand, the opium economy has made survival possible for many farmers and contributed a great deal to the overall country's economy. Hence, to some extent, the opium economy has helped stabilise a country coming out of over two decades of war and facing a derelict economy".

Salaam Loan System operates as the only credit system in Afghanistan. Under this system the peasants without capital traditionally borrow important sums or benefit from advances against takings. Their opium crops are sold one or two years in advance at half the price of their value. This credit system keeps many farmers in debt, yet at the same time it makes their survival possible. Bad climatic conditions or an enforced ban diminish or destroy the opium crops. The debts of the farmers grow further. Thus farmers try to increase cultivation of poppy to repay the accumulated debt. In many provinces opium is the only crop under salaam system that is accepted in exchange for a loan. Opium not only provides access to credit but also to land. Afghan landowners adapt the price of their lease to that of the most attractive crop: opium.

In another study titled 'Opium in Afghanistan: People and Poppies, the Good Evil (2004)—Frank Kenefick and Larry Morgan view growing of opium in Afghanistan as an interim measure. They argue that opium has created paying jobs for 30 million person days of work annually, pumped money into rural economy, helped to reduce rural indebtedness, provided resource flows for rebuilding the homes and created rural asset bases that no-external Donor's assistance could have executed.

Conclusion: Allowing narcotics trade to go on unhindered boosts revival fortunes of Taliban. Poppy eradication, without creating means of alternate livelihood, creates massive unrest among Afghans, which drives them into arms of Taliban. The main challenge in Afghanistan is how to decimate Taliban, eliminate opium cultivation and ensure Afghanistan's transition to a democratic stable state which commands allegiance of the people. To achieve these objectives 
i) The US needs to jettison Pakistan as the regional ally, and smash Taliban-Al Qaeda infrastructure, including its support base in Pakistani state. Without military and logistical help from Pakistan, support of Afghan people for Taliban means nothing. India and Northern Alliance can play better role in retrieving Afghanistan from the mess it has got sucked into. 

ii) The opium cultivation can be eliminated in a time bound frame through following measures:

a) Creating a growing legal economy which will most likely drive up the price of hired labour. This in turn would make opium harvests increasingly expensive and opium farming unattractive.

b) Creating options for replacement crop and replacement livelihood. It can be done by diversifying the activities of the farming communities and developing new means of livelihood.

c) Massive reconstruction through generous funding. High levels of prosperity would create stake of people in new system.

d) Credit system on liberal terms for farmers. This woul give an opportunity to farmers to do away with Salaam Loan System. 

e) Breaking the nexus between drug traffickers/Taliban and Afghan administration, which operates in the transportation of narcotics from Lashkar Gah to Gramsir district.

By cutting the support base of the Taliban, the security situation would improve. This will make launching of reconstruction projects easier. All this is going to take time. END

Yogi Madan's book of Ghazals releasedtc "Yogi Madan's book of Ghazals released"
KS Correspondenttc "KS Correspondent"
LUCKNOW, Feb 20: Yogi Madan's book of ghazals at long last has seen light of the day. The book  was released at an impressive function by Dr. Gopal Das 'Neeraj', the eminent poet and chairman of UP Bhasha Sansthan in Lucknow on February 20, 2007. Prof. Malikzada Manzoor Ahmad, Chairman UP Urdu Academy, while speaking at the function  said, "I have attended many functions across the world but I must admit that there was something unique about the function as well as the audience.

The function was also attended by Vijay Hangal, the son of noted film actor AK Hangal.

A close relation of Madans, Vijay came all the way from Mumbai to be part of the emotional event. Yogi's friend and former Divisional Commissioner, Vindhyachal Divsiion, DV Dikshit was also present. However, the credit for this posthumous publication of the  book goes to Dr. Urmila Zutshi, a close relative of Yogi. The latter had evolved into a mature Urdu writer before her eyes Yogi died on September 10, 2004 due to massive heart attack. Before his death he had already selected 100 ghazals for the book, which he had proposed to title 'Sad Burg' (meaning 100 petals). He had written its preface too.

Dr. Zutshi took over where Yogi had left it. Despite being incapacitated by paralysis she sought services of Dr. Bashir Farooqui, a noted Urdu poet. He arranged the poems sequentially and published the book.

Yogi Madan was a scion of Madan clan, whose ancestor Pandit Dina Nath Madan was Finance Minister of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Yogi took great pride in his Kashmiri origins. His father Late Jeevan Nath Madan was a noted Arya Samajist of his days. The Madans run Ellora Hotel in Wazir Bagh, Srinagar (Kashmir). Yogi Madan had great sense of history. His family had inherited rare historical manuscripts and artefacts. Yogi preserved these with great care. Unfortunately, his task of preserving these, includinnig the old photographs of the family, remains unfinished. It is hoped that his brother Ravi and close relations Vijay Hangal and Dr. Urmila Zutshi would carry it forward. END

"Panun Kashmir Prominent Citizens Meet"tc "\"Panun Kashmir Prominent Citizens Meet\""
Calls for abrogation of Art 370tc "Calls for abrogation of Art 370"
KS Correspondenttc "KS Correspondent"
JAMMU, Mar 9: In continuation of its programme of sharing organisational perspective and receiving feedback from the community on the issues concerning it, Panun Kashmir organised meeting of prominent citizens at TRC Jammu  on 9/3/2007.

Addressing the meeting, Dr Ajay Chrungoo shared his presentation in the working group on Centre-State relationship and said that the organisation has put forth its agenda in unequivocal terms before the group. He said that Panun Kashmir reiterated its demand for abrogation of Article 370, creating of homeland and respecting aspirations of religious and ethnic minorities of the state in any settlement aimed at the resolution of the Kashmir issue.

Dr Chrungoo said that the so-called erosion of Article 370 has not led to the alienation of Kashmiris but the article itself has been used to further the agenda of the religious majority of the state and discriminate the other minorities.

Demanding the abrogation of the Article, he said that this Article was an expression of the exclusivist Muslim aspiration for a separate state of Jammu and Kashmir which was Muslim in composition, Muslim in outlook and which, though on the territory of India, did not form a part of the Indian Union.

Referring to the proposed Jammu and Kashmir Shrines and Religious Places of Kashmiri Hindu Bill, he said that Bill needs to be enacted with the motive to protect and develop these shrines than patronising pro-government organisations or individuals or allowing the government to meddle into.

Dr  Chrungoo further said that Panun Kashmir is of the opinion that the perspective of a such a legislation must be to protect and develop all shrines and religious places of Kashmiri Hindus in J&K. He opined that Panun Kashmir on its part will mobilise most of the office bearers of various Prabandhak committees of shrines/religious places of Kashmir and will elicit their opinions on the requirements in such a bill. He maintained that on the basis of these inputs received from members of different Prabandhak Committees, Panun Kashmir will present a comprehensive view regarding  the suggestions as have been sought for such a legislation. Dr Chrungoo said that this bill should satisfy the urges and sentiments of the community regarding the protection and development of all our sacred religious places throughout J&K. He underlined a note of caution for the community that such a legislation may also be utilised by the government to allow some self styled pro-government organisations or elements to meddle into the affairs of our shrines and religious institutions. Such misadventure, he told, will be resisted tooth and nail by the community.

Reiterating the demand of Homeland, the Octagenarian Pt. ON Trisal (President AKPSC) flayed Mufti Mohammad Sayeed and his party for pursuing the Pro-Pak agenda. The demands of demilitarisation and lifting of AFSPA have their origin in Islamabad and expression through PDP in Delhi or elsewhere in J&K, said Sh. Trsial. Supporting the Panun Kashmir effort of evolving a comprehensive feed back from various Mandir Committees of Kashmir on the proposed government's Hindu shrines legislation, he maintained that these committees should have a definite role in the finalisation of this draft legislation. He also demanded a complete employment package for the community youth. 

In his presentation Sh SK Handoo raised severe apprehension on any move of adjusting migrant Hindu government teachers in the local educational institutions. He insisted that migrant educational institutions where these teachers are posted at present should be relocated to the areas which are predominantly inhabited by migrant population.

Sh Nanaji Raina a social activist maintained that huge effort was needed to rebuild and renovate almost all the destroyed/damaged shrines and religious places of our community in Kashmir. 

As such if there is an idea from J&K government to enact a bill on shrines and religious places of Kashmiri Hindus, its script and spirit should be to exclusively protect, upkeep and develop these shrines. In that case he said that opinions and suggestions from Prabandhak Committees of various shrines of Kashmir will prove helpful in the framing of this bill. He welcomed the organisation's move to present a comprehensive view on the subject matter after meeting the office bearers of various Prabandhak Committees.

Sh. Kuldeep Raina, General Secretary Panun Kashmir, gave an account of organisation's photo exhibition Shakshatkaar in which Panun Kashmir displayed Photographs showing arson, destruction and forcible occupation of Hindu shrines and properties in Kashmir. He said that by displaying such authentic material in Delhi and Mumbai has perhaps some linkage in J&K government decision of bringing some sort of legislation to protect and upkeep these shrines. So, if the spirit is to protect and develop these shrines then the mechanism to be adopted he asked should be thoroughly professional.

Pt. Omkar Wattal and Sh RK Bhat, the activists also supported the move to respond whole heartedly to the suggestions sought on the bill of Kashmiri Hindu Shrines and religious places. END

Heerat Get-Together

Kashmiri Pandits in Bay Area constitute a population of three hundred families. They had arranged an "After Herat get together" in Community Centre at Fremont in Bay Area. A  crowd of about 200 people participated in the special event. Kashmiri songs and Bhajans were sung in the function. An attractive presentation was made by the children in the shape of dances, songs and Kashmir dresses. Ms Diksha Raina is seen in the photograph wearing traditional Kashmiri pheran. Pranvi Peari Raina holding her hand is wearing lehanga. Other children are Peari Dhar, Reshi Koul, etc.  --Through e-mail by Pran Raina Austan, Texas (USA) END

Excerpts of the statement issued by Panun Kashmir during a  Media-Interaction at Jammu Press Club on 

16th March 2007.  Dr Ajay Chrungoo Chairman Panun Kashmir alongwith Dr. M.K. Teng, Sh. O.N. Trisal & 

Sh. Satish Sher interacted with the media.
1)
We are seeing a clear link between the sordid political campaigns on the issues of demilitarisation, custodial killings and release of Afzal Guru being conducted in the Kashmir valley for quite some time.

2)
All these campaigns are aimed to undermine the locus standii of Indian state in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. India is being painted as a colonial power and Indian security forces as an occupation forces. These campaigns are also aimed at reducing the moral space for all the operations against the menace of terrorism and are also patently seditious.

3)
Unfortunately both State government and the Central government have been unusually tolerant to these campaigns. They have also been invariably late to react.

4)
The recent clarifications of GoI on the issue of demilitarisation are welcome but not adequate. Govt. of India has nourished many dangerous ambiguities while pursuing the peace process with Pakistan and the separatists in the state. Isn't true-that GoI itself at the highest level have flaunted the reduction of security forces as a sop for the forward movement of dialogue with Pakistan and the separatists? This attitude has definitely encouraged the campaign for demilitarisation.

5)
There is an absence of appreciation that the campaign of demilitarisation in Kashmir is taking place at time when global opinion is rising against the Jihadi campaigns lead by resurgent Al Qaeda and Taliban in Afghanistan and Pakistan particularly also when Indian security forces have started to gain some ascendency on the terrorist operations in the state. We are also intrigued why reduction of security forces is being advocated for areas which have been in the worst grip of terrorism by a regional political party which is an alliance partner of the ruling coalition in the state.

7) 
The debate on 'custodial killings' has also been allowed to becomes lopsided and selective. The response of the state government has been primarily to shift the blame rather than responding comprehensively. Abandoning security forces to 'media trial' or local enquiry commissions has been the hall mark of Govt. response.

8)
There has been no effort to project that overwhelming number of missing persons have crossed over into the sanctuaries where Jehadis are trained. As we are the direct witnesses and victims of what has happened in Kashmir we know how a communalised social milieu donates its sons and daughters to Jihad.

9)
Kashmir valley and other parts of the State is having presently an atmosphere where reprisal killings of civilians not toing the Jihadi line, is taking place with impunity and the state administration is not insulated from subversing influences. Local enquiries will rarely be impartial in such a situation. This is more so because evidence against terrorist crimes will never come forward and officials handling the enquiries will always have a security threat.

10)
Panun Kashmir calls upon both the Government and the mainstream political parties to take note of these observations and galvanise to face the separatist campaign from within and without comprehensively.

11)
Panun Kashmir calls upon every body including the Govt. to ensure that


i) the there is zero level tolerance to terrorism.


ii) selective pro separatist discourse on human rights is defeated because it breeds terrorism.


iii) all ambiguities in the govts policy which bear implications of underming sovereignty and integrity of nation are shunned. END

'Panun Kashmir organises activists workshop’tc "'Panun Kashmir organises activists workshop’"
KS Correspondenttc "KS Correspondent"
NEW DELHI, Feb 24: It was a meeting of young community activists who came to the "India International Centre" venue from all over the National Capital Region of Delhi. These were no ordinary individuals as they were discerning and sensitive representation of nearly 1000 KP families for each individual who responded to the PK call on the evening of February 24, 2007. They came from areas where KPs have a significant presence and live in sizeable numbers to influence the vote bank at local, regional, State or even at the national level. These activists collectively represented nearly 1,50,000 KPs of the NCR region from areas viz. Faridabad, Noida, Ghaziabad, Sahibabad, Bahadurgarh, Rohini, Vasu-ndhra, Gurgaon and various other areas of Delhi. These young activists were no ordinary beings as they all play a lead role in their local community associations and are the face of the KPs to the world outside the immediate community domain.

The activists spoke emotionally and exhibited strong passions for the land of their birth and exhibited ingenuity of ways adopted to preserve their culture, rituals, language and an out and out the noble KP outlook. Use of technology for this cause was a major theme of every activists talk and all had at their own levels collaborated with major technology players to make Kashmiri culture and language more visible than it ordinarily is. Contrary to the usual practice where the workers normally are only seen and not heard, in this meet all activists got a chance to speak in the first round in a disciplined and organized way. The meeting set high standards of organisational discipline and displayed the intellect of KPs as each one spoke from his heart and yet verbosity was kept at bay!

On behalf of the PK seniors, Sh Ramesh Handoo described PK as an imperative 

(Contd. from Page 10)
and dealt at length on the various "imperatives" that the community in Diaspora had to treat as imperatives and not as subjects of personal choice. Dr Shakti Bhan touched the subjects of grave concern like dilution of the established norms of Intracommunity marriages and the evil tendency of late marriage, abnormal delay in owning up the role of parenting and adoption of one or 'no' child norm.

She likened these behaviours with the beliefs of the Western societies that were showing signs of decay and had lost the resilience to fight the forces of religious evil, as individuals had become inward looking and over self centered. Emergence of such traits was no signs of 'material and intellectual' prosperity but recipes of gloom and doom in future. Sh. K Wangnoo, Secretary PK NCR region, described Dr. Shakti's role as an embodiment of much needed "Shakti" to be able to survive the holocaust subjected on the community by the Jehadis. 

Sh Kuldeep Raina, General Secretary, gave a 45-minute presentation and briefed the participants on the recent achievements of Panun Kashmir on Socio-Political front. The sterling role played by Dr Ajay Chrungoo, Chairman of Panun Kashmir during PM's round table meets, the presentation made during meeting of the committee set upon Centre-State relations was described at length.

 "Slowly and steadily the Indian Intelligentsia, the nationalist section of Indian media and the genuinely secular Indian political class was accepting the need for a KP Homeland to isolate the Sunni hegemony that thrives on blackmail and deceit to keep them in news and curry favours for themselves, their families and friends and build huge properties in Indian cities and yet malign India at every forum. Any solution to the Kashmir problem has to have a seal of approval of the Kashmiri Pandits was the strong belief of PK leadership, which has a sound knowledge of the emerging geo-political realities. Sh Raina outlined the role of "Shakshatkaar-Exhibition" in raising the conscience of the Indian masses as it showed the destroying effects of terrorism on symbols of Sanatan Dharma and Hindu civilization in the Kashmir Valley. Lastly, the grave need to ensure uninterrupted publication of "Kashmir Sentinel" was relayed. "Kashmir  Sentinel had played a lead role in projecting our culture, highlighted our political cause to the whole world and it was a noble cause to support by a wider readership and increased financial support to help reach the thinking minds in India and abroad on a complimentary basis", appealed Sh Kuldeep Raina. END

Pt. Arjan Dev Majboor-tc "Pt. Arjan Dev Majboor-"
A Conversation-IItc "A Conversation-II"
KS: Do you originally hail from Zanapur?
ADM: We originally belong to Kawadara, in down-town Srinagar. Pt. Govind Koul, my grandfather dealt in cloth business. He used to bring his merchandise to Zanapur for sale, and would stay at Pt. Reshi Bhat's house.  Subsequently, he married Reshi Bhat's sister, Zoon and settled at Zanapura. He had five sons, Kailash Koul my father was the youngest. My grandmother was a brave lady, who could get hold of a hundred sheep and then put salt ball into their mouth.

KS: How did Majboor get associated with you?
ADM: My actual name is Arjun Nath Koul. It was changed to Arjun Dev by authorities at Dayanand Mahavidalaya, Lahore. Once in Srinagar  I happened to see a movie, Majboor. It befitted the conditions of the time and my life. I adopted it, despite advice to the contrary by my well-wishers.

KS: Zanapur of your childhood and adolescent years must have been quite backward?
ADM: It was quite backward, with a vast impoverished peasantry. There were just 2-3 shops, and same number of government employees, doing small jobs as Patwari or in Education department. Pt. Dina Nath Raina alias Tar was first matriculate of the village. I was the second one. There was stark poverty both among Muslims as well as Pandits. The occasion for taking meat was Shivratri festival or when a guest would drop in. The milk was not for sale, neighbours would share it freely. Barter system was in vogue. The people were full of compassion, love and brotherhood. Poverty did not stand in the way of hospitality.

KS: Where did you have your schooling?
ADM: I had my primary education in Zanapur. The school was housed in a shanty house, its mud floor would emit stink. We had teachers from both communities—Pandits as well as Moulvis. A teacher who stayed at our house used to give me free tuitions in the evening.

From 6th Class I joined Govt Middle School, Raghu Nath Mandir, Srinagar. Sh S.L.  Labroo was the Head Master. He used rod quite liberally. English was taught from 6th standard. I stayed at Bohri Kadal. As my health deteriorated I was put in Govt. Middle School (Anglovernacular), Shopian. My school was 6 miles away from Jamnagri, where I was putting up. In summers I would get up at 5 AM and reach school by 7 O'Clock. The school would close at 1 PM. I would take food on the way by the side of a stream. My father was posted in Shopian Court. I passed 8th in 1937. It was during this time I happened to see first time a Kashmiri Pandit who had done his Masters in Arts. 

Another incident worth recalling is when Inspector Schools Mehndi Ratta visited our school. Boys used to wear Pagri. He reached out to a boy, who looked quite shabby in his Pagri and Coat. The Inspector asked him the reason for his uncleanliness. Without battling an eyelid, the boy replied: "Sir, I am poor". It was the standard excuse those days. Pt Dina Nath Hanjura was a teacher in National High School, Shopian. He was quite renowned for excellent teaching.

Since Mission School, Anantnag was only a Middle School, I was sent back to Srinagar and enrolled in MP School, Dilawar Khan in 9th Class. This school was located in idyllic surroundings, near the Mangleshwar Bhairav. In late 1980s when I visited the area I was dismayed to find that neither the marsh nor the house where I stayed existed any more. The marsh used to look so beautiful. The school had an excellent ambience, with majestic Chinars abounding in its compound and a playfield in its periphery.

My Form teacher was Sh. BN Chattoo. He had fancy to talk in English. Two of the Head Masters of MP School had earned nicknames due to their peculiar mannerism. Pt. Radhakrishan Koul was called Meem, an English lady, for his attire. He was smartly dressed with a neck tie and a well-fashioned turban. The other teacher, Gh. Rasool was nicknamed 'Tabardar'. He resorted to corporal punishment too often. We had a student from an affluent family of shawls. His excellent dress singled him out in the school. I took my Matriculation Examination at Mission School, Lal Chowk.

KS: Where did you stay during your years at MP School?
ADM: I stayed with my pufi Zai Ded, married to Pt. Aftab Joo Gadroo of Bohri Kadal. After the death of my pufi, the brothers of her husband-Ved Lal, Ishar Dass and Sudarshan looked after me well. Ved Lal Ji was a draftsman and lived in style. He used to host a musical fiesta on his birthdays. The celebrated singer Sham Lal Kutwal would be the singer on the occasion. Kutwal would be served whisky before dinner. This would help him entertain the audience by churning out melodious gazals, Leelas and folk songs throughout the night. Till then I had no idea about what Whisky was. I presumed Kutwal was given water from Chashmashahi spring to clear his throat. The bazar of Bohri Kadal, with its famous Gada Kocha (Fish Market) is still fresh in my memory.

KS: What are your experiences of Srinagar of that time?
ADM: I liked the city immensely. I alongwith my friends would get up at 4 AM and often go for 'pratikhana' (circumambulation) of Hari Parbat. Tulmulla was a popular shrine frequented by Pandits. The Pandit ladies would go to Hari Parbat in wee hours without any fear. The charming Dal Lake and White Wooden Horse at Residency Road fascinated me. Watching Dussehra was quite popular, people would throng to the venue in tongas. A tonga would charge one anna as fare from Zanakdal to Lal Chowk. Cars were rare.

Daily Martand and Khidmat were popular papers. The former, priced at one anna, came early and was delivered at home. I had not seen a ten rupee currency note till I passed matriculation. Bus service to suburbs was not regular. For going to Srinagar we had to foot the distance to Bijbehara and wait endlessly for the bus to come from Anantnag. At times the bus would play truant and come the next day. The fare to Srinagar was six annas.

KS: What was the living standard of people those days?
ADM: The people lived below poverty line. Pandits used to take Kehwa in the morning. Bread would sell for one paisa a loaf, Kulcha for ½ a paisa. Kids were served 1/4th or ½ the loaf, yet they would not grumble. Pocket money was unthinkable. Commodities were cheaper, money was even scarcer. The rates were: Saag—16 packs a paisa, meat-4 annas a pav, nadru-two seers for 4 annas etc.

KS: What did you do after passing Matriculation?
ADM: I worked on a leave vacancy in the State Cooperative Department for six months at Karan Nagar, there was a cooperative Training School. Students were taught about the Cooperative Movement there. Abdul Aziz, a lecturer was quite pleased with my performance here. For a while I worked as an apprentice in the court. This did not appeal to me. Meanwhile, I applied for admission in 'Dayanand Mahavidalaya', Lahore. Veteran Broadcaster Pt. Shamboo Nath Bhat Haleem belonged to my area and was an active Arya Samaj worker. He was already a student of the institution and had asked me to apply for admission. I was selected for Sahitya Ratan, a 4-year course in Sanskrit. Punjab University would allow these students to sit in MA English later on.

KS: Did you have any contact with Arya Samaj in Kashmir?
ADM: Not much. I knew activists like Prem Nath Bira, Dina Nath Bamchuntoo etc. Patriotic and social reform elements in Arya Samaj would appeal to me. I was also impressed by Satyarth Prakash of Swami Dayanand.

KS: You had received an offer of 'Nazir' in court around the same time.
ADM: Only few days after I landed at Lahore I received two telegrams from my father. He had asked me to return to Srinagar without any delay to join as 'Nazir' in the court. As I did not respond, he himself came some days later. I left it to Shamboo Nath Bhat Haleem, my senior in the institution, to explain to him the advantages of my continuing education here. Father left with great reluctance.

KS: Pandit leader Kashyap Bandhu had also worked with Arya Samaj in Lahore. What were his political views?
ADM: He used to be at Virjanand Ashram. The ashram management gave him his new name. He came to Kashmir after the events of July 1931. I have already published a 40-page biographical essay on him in Urdu. He used to send me 'Desh', both at Zanapora and at Lahore. This would keep me abreast of latest political situation at home. In the years he was active in the anti-autocratic movement he supported socialism. In fact, he, wrote an editorial in Desh: 'Samajvad Hi Qiyon", explaining the virtues of socialism. In his later years when I was posted in his home village Geru I found him changed. He would use a peculiar epithet to describe communists. Bandhu Ji once told me that his religious identity marred his political career when he had  all the potential to emerge as foremost leader of Kashmiris

KS: When did you see Bandhuji first time?
ADM: I met Bandhuji first time in Vasanta School Chowk office of Desh, near Kralkhud before going to Lahore. His matamal was in Zanapora. At Geru where I was posted in later years I would meet him every Friday. This provided me the material for writing an exhaustive essay on him. He had good diction and wrote literary Urdu. His journalistic talent was superb. Bandhuji kept a good library.

KS: Did you get any stipend at Dayanand Mahavidalaya?
ADM: Rs 40 per month was given as stipend. It was quite sufficient to meet our expenses. One Pt. Raghav Ram Bhat of Badsargam, who was an Arya Samaj worker and served in Army, used to send me Rs 10 per month. After becoming an Arya Samaj worker, he changed his name to Mahasha Raghav Ram.

KS: How was the atmosphere at the institution Hostel?
ADM: Lahore was a historic city, but quite hot in summer. There was no dearth of water in the hostel. The hostel had spacious accommodation. We had to wash clothes ourselves. Classes would start at 7 AM and finish at 1 PM. A glass of milk was served at 9 AM. There was no tea nor could we go to watch films. The hostel looked like a mini-India with students from different regions studying here. We came to know about each other's culture. It was a very cordial atmosphere. We discussed politics, Kashmir, different languages and cultures etc.

KS: Who were your contemporaries at the college?
ADM: We had students from all parts of India—Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Punjab, Garhwal, Karnataka etc. One Narayanan went on to become Professor of English at JNU. Satyavarta of Garhwal became a painter of repute. Shamboo Nath Bhat Haleem became a famous broadcaster. He has developed Kashmiri section of Koshur Samachar. Haleem Sahib rejuvenated Kashmiri news of AIR, introducing innovative Kashmiri words and bringing life in news.

KS: Something about the teachers who taught here
ADM: Prof. Ishwar Chandra taught philosophy and was a giant among scholars. A nice human being he was an agnostic. He loved to take classes in hat and knickers (shorts). Professor Chandra was liberal to the core. He always wore a smile on his face, anger was alien to his nature. Students had free access to him. He spoke fluent Sanskrit. At times his lectures looked too terse. He would often take us to Sanskrit Goshties which were held once a week in DAV College. Leading luminaries of Sanskrit would take part in these literary gatherings. Prof. Chandra's presentations would be flawless, he would not pause while making delivery of presentations.

Swami Vedanand Tirath was the Principal of Daya Nand Mahavidalaya. A profound Vedic scholar, he had complete mastery over Urdu, Arabic, Sanskrit and English. He was a true 'Sanyasi'. His meals were frugal. At times it would be my honour to fetch his meals from Krishna Nagar. He invariably took 4 phulkas and a Katori of Dal. His simple big residential room used to be stuffed with hundreds of books, covered nicely in ochre-coloured cloth. His mastery over Vedas made him a legend in his lifetime. He had authored a number of books on Vedic research. Swamiji was a virtuoso in the art of translation. He could effortlessly translate from one language to the other-be it Urdu, Sanskrit, Arabic or English.

Prof. Shiv Dutt was another great teacher who taught Arabic. This was my optional subject.

KS: You haven't mentioned anything about Hindi. What was its status in those days?
ADM: Those days Hindi was called the language of ladies, mainly English and Urdu were in vogue. 

KS: What about the Library?
ADM: The institution had a big library and a fine reading room. It was here I got the opportunity to go through the works of Munshi Prem Chand. The 'Mangal Sutra', his last novel was not available. It remains my regret that even upto this time I haven't been able to get hold of this book. The library used to get all the newspapers and journals available in Lahore.

KS: What about the Lahore of those days?
ADM: Milap, Partap and Zamindar, all dailies in Urdu were published here. Times of India, Vishal Bharat, Illustrated weekly of India were freely available. I had the privilege to see Khushal Chand Khurasand, the editor and owner of Milap in his editorial office. A staunch Arya Samaji, he turned into a Sanyasi adopting the name as Anand Swami. Mahasha Krishen was editor of Partap. He used to wear dhoti and would dictate daily editorial to a clerk while enjoying a walk in his garden. Thakur Dutt, the proprietor of Amritdhara used to entertain students with good dishes.

Allama Iqbal had passed away. His Kothi was at Majang Road. Shalamar garden had an artificial hillock. It was full of fountains and Jamun trees. Generally, we visited places like Wachoowali, Shah Alami Gate, Anarkali Bazar, Mall Road etc. The main city—Wachoowali quarter had narrow lanes, where houses had no windows. Light pierced through the roof. It was true of even Punjab Assembly building, which was otherwise an architectural marvel. Its roof was covered with glass.

In Shah Alami Darwaza, the old city area, the gate carried beautiful life-size frescoes-which depicted (Nightingale) bulbul resting on a tree. Model Town, a new colony had come up. Houses were better ventilated here, roads too were wider. In the Anarkali area big houses and shops used to brim with bright light. It had a big bazar, to which British customers would throng. We had heard about Hira Mandi also. On the Mall Road Britishers used to enjoy  tea  under big Chhatris at roadside stalls.

We did not engage in any political activity while at college, but often went to hear speeches of political leaders. I once heard Raja Gazanfar Ali's speech in Assembly. He would roar like a lion. The other leaders whose speeches I had the opportunity to listen to were-Jinnah, Nehru, BPL Bedi, Nawab Ali Yavar Jung. Maharaja Hari Singh also came once. On another occasion Yavar Jung held the audience spell-bound by speaking for over 2½ hours.

Kashmiri labourers used to work in Rice and Flour Mills of Lahore. They would feel happy on meeting us and would narrate their tales of woe.

KS: What were your experiences with Arya Samaj here?
ADM: From Lahore I once went to attend Hindu Mahasabha conference at Amritsar. There was a cane charge, which left Late Shyama Prasad Mukerjee injured. During this trip I also learnt how wealthy people were misusing religious organisations to promote their business. Baba Gurmukh Singh would give Rs 1 lakh for Vedic Prachar but extract Rs 7 lakh in return. This made me disillusioned with Arya Samaj. In Amritsar Conference one lakh people had attended the Mahasabha Conference.

KS: When did you and Haleem Sahib leave Lahore?
ADM: SN Bhat Haleem wanted to do Prabhakar at Jammu but the institution authorities did not allow him to go. My friends Nachiketa (of Kerala) and Narayanan made Haleem Sahib flee from the Vidyalaya at 2 AM in the night. Tonga had been kept ready to take him to the station.

I remained in Lahore for three years. When riots broke out in July 1946 in Model Town I came to Srinagar for vacation and did not go back. British had instigated the communal riots. My course remained unfinished. I did MA in Hindi from Kashmir University in 1961.

KS: How people used to travel to Lahore those days?
ADM: I went to Lahore first time via Sialkot. In Jammu Parade used to be the bus stand. Railway Station was just across the Tawi bridge. Jammu was a small city with just seventy thousand souls living in it. Tonga would charge 4 annas from Parade to Railway Station. We would leave Jammu at 5.30 AM, take Frontier Mail from Wazirabad Junction and reach Lahore by 2 PM.

The Journey via Rawalpindi was through a picturesque landscape. Two tunnels had to be crossed in railway journey from Lahore to Rawalpindi. The latter was a busy town, where Kashmiri apples were sold. The merchandise from Rawalpindi to Kashmir was carried in bullock carts and the road was named Jehlum Valley Cart Road. Rs 1 used to be paid for stay per night as per  Sir Younghusband those days while in transit. It was one day journey by bus from Rawalpindi to Srinagar. 'Allied Charag Din and Sons', ran about ten buses on this road. Its Srinagar office was located at Neelam Hotel area in Lal Chowk. The fare was Rs 10 from Rawalpindi to Lahore and Rs 2 from Srinagar to Jammu.

KS: What did you do after coming from Lahore?
ADM: I joined Daily Hamdard as an Advertising Manager, with monthly remuneration of Rs 30. The office used to be where present CPI office was located. The Editor-owner Prem Nath Bazaz had a separate room in the office. Sh. Nand Lal Wattal was Asstt. Editor. Besides Makhan Lal Mhow, a mazahiya (humourist) poet and clerk Somnath there were eight people on the staff. Bazaz for some time edited Vitasta also.

It was at Hamdard office I first saw poet Abdul Ahad Azad. He would come once a week to meet Bazaz, the two would remain engrossed in discussions for hours together. Azad's poems were published regularly in Hamdard. He used to wear white turban, Coat and Shelwar. The Editorials were usually written by Shri NL Wattal, but important editorials were penned down by Sh. Bazaz himself. Bazaz wrote the famous editorial "Door Basat Hai Desh Sunehra" (Situation will change for good) on Dyalagam Kisan Conference. I also attended this conference held at Fatehpur Vudar. The gathering comprised mostly middle peasantry, but surprisingly Bazaz had also invited Arwani landlord Makru. Mhow recited his poems at the conference.

Hamdard work began to take toll of my health. I used to have frequent bouts of Dysentery. We were living in a joint accommodation. I complained to Bazaz that remuneration was quite insufficient to meet my needs. He said to me that "Na Nav Man Tel Hoga Na Radha Nachegi". Bazaz was not warm in his personal dealings. I resigned from Hamdard in March 1947. Then after working for six months at Arya Girls High School at Hazuri Bagh, Srinagar I joined DAV High School at Magarmal Bagh. I served here till 1954 when I was appointed as Government teacher in a school at Utterso, Achabal.            

 --(Concluded) END

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

February 1-February 28, 2007tc "February 1-February 28, 2007"
Feb 1:
Police arrested an Army jawan Shamim Ahmed of Banola, Mendhar for terrorist links. Amidst allegations of killing of Rehman Paddar in fake encounter, his body was exhumed for DNA in Sumbal. Residents in Tral held a demonstration against alleged beating and descreation of a mosque; Army, however, refuted the allegations. A couple in Kupwara was killed over alleged dispute of a Bengali girl.

Feb 2:
Four police personnel were killed and six others wounded as terrorists ambushed a patrol party at Chack Litter, Pulwama. HM claimed the responsibility for the attack. Security forces arrested two terrorists from Sopore and recovered war like stores from Shikargah forests in Tral. Terrorists ambushed another patrol party in Handwara but failed to cause any damage. A terrorist was killed in Mohra Bachi, Poonch. Some arms and ammunition got gutted as fire broke out in a tent in the STF camp in Kishtwar. Body of another alleged SOG victim was exhumed in Ganderbal.

Feb 3:
Terrorists shot dead a top counter-insurgent Rafiq Ahmed Parray alias Ashiq at Hajin. Body of a civilian Qadir Sofi was recovered from Miskeen Bagh, Rainawari. As police exhumed three more bodies, SP Ganderbal Hansraj Parihar and his Deputy SP Bhadur Ram were arrested in connection with the fake encounters. The Army jawan arrested recently for his links with terrorists  confessed his involvement. Divergent views were expressed in the working group meeting Centre-State relationship.

Feb 4:
A grenade exploded in the hand of Tavqir Ahmed of Batingoo, Anantnag near Court road resulting in injury to himself and 10 others. Juna, a former terrorist, was killed by terrorists at Khanyar Chowk, Srinagar. Police arrested an HM commander Fayaz Ahmed Hajam in Kupwara. Four terrorists—one Pakistani and three Kashmiris—were arrested after an encounter near busy Connaught Place, New Delhi.

Feb 5:
Two terrorists were killed in an encounter at Pakharpora, Budgam. Body of a civilian was recovered from Bandipore. Troops recovered huge cache of arms and ammunition from Kundnar. Panic gripped uptown Srinagar as a loud explosion was heard in the locality. As NC and PDP traded charges over killings in fake encounters, Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad took on PDP and NC on the issue of Human Rights violations.

Feb 6:
Two terrorists were killed in Kulgam while one terrorist was arrested in Handwara. Valley observed a shutdown against alleged custodial killings while Yasin Malik went on hunger strike on the issue. A boy was killed in a mine blast at Pukhrani, Nowshera (Rajouri). A consignment of arms and ammunition was recovered from Malkoola in Kanachak sector. Amidst allegations by Anjuman Islamia that some bodies were buried near tourist hut complex at Dandi, Bhaderwah, the area was dug but no traces of any body were found there. In high political, drama, Mufti wrote to Mr Azad for withdrawal of security.

Feb 7:
Two LeT terrorists were killed in an encounter at Nowpora, Pulwama. A terrorist surrendered alongwith arms in Handwara. A SPO and a former terrorist were arrested for extortions in Basantgarh, Udhampur. A LeT terrorist surrendered in Banihal. Assembly witnessed uproar over Geelani's visits to Jammu as many MLAs charged him of disturbing the communal harmony in the region and preaching secession.

Feb 8:
Terrorists gunned down yet another counter-insurgent and Awami League Vice-Chairman Mohd. Yusuf Bhagwan in Hajan. Al-Mansoorian claimed the responsibility of the attack. Body of a civilian Rasheed Baig of Pattan was recovered from same area. Gunmen looted Rs 1.90 lakh from an EDB branch in Pulwama. Three more policemen were arrested in connection with the killing of Paddar.  1646 PoK citizens visited J&K while 1473 went across since opening of various routes and cross points along LoC.

Feb 9:
Three Armymen, including a JCO, and a civilian were killed in an encounter at Tral. Terrorists shot dead a civilian, allegedly working for forces, in Pampore. A terrorist was apprehended in Pampore. Large cache of arms and ammunition was recovered in Chowkibal, Kupwara and Muran, Pulwama. Security forces arrested an Over Ground Worker (OGW) of terrorists in Bhaderwah. A man-women duo were arrested in Kalakote for distributing medicines to people in mysterious circumstances. A fake currency unit was uneathed in Rajouri. After rejecting the NC piloted Kashmiri Pandit Shrine Protection Bill yesterday. Assembly today passed Shariat Bill piloted by same NC.

Feb 10:
Two terrorists and a civilian were killed in an encounter at Chak-e-Cholan village in Shopian. DC Pulwama ordered inquiry as people protested the death of the civilian in the encounter. Army recovered arms and ammunition from Kralpora first in Trehgam. Police registered  a murder case against army for allegedly killing an Imam in Tral while army claimed that Imam was killed in the encounter. Police recovered a live grenade from Laboratory of Govt. Higher Secondary School, Poonch. Police busted a hideout of terrorists in a natural cave at Kulharian, Poonch. PoK offered supply of Gas and Power to J&K.

Feb 11:
Terrorists killed a SOG jawan at Kangan.

Feb 12:
Police arrested two LeT terrorists in Budgam. WB neutral expert cleared Baghlihar Power Project suggesting minor alternations and reduction of dam height by 1.5 mts. 104 cross Chakkan Da Bagh.

Feb 13:
Two terrorists were killed in a day long encounter at village Pustuna in Tral. A terrorist was arrested in Tahab, Pulwama. The SIT grilled several policemen in the case of killing of civilians in alleged fake encounters. J&K High Court ordered deportation of a Pak national within three months. Mufti Mohd. Sayeed demanded cabinet resolution on troops' withdrawal and repel of AFSPA.

Feb 14:
People in Rajouri protested against alleged death of a youth, Showkat of Charprian, Rajouri in police custody. Govt. placed SHO Rajouri and Havaldar under suspension and issued orders of inquiry. Hitting back, Mr. Azad said that demilitarisation is possible only if cross border terrorism ends.

Feb 15:
Two top terrorists were killed in an encounter at Gulabgarh. Security forces destroyed two hideouts of the terrorists at Balakote, Mendhar and Pargwal, Akhnoor and recovered large cache of arms and ammunition. The  number of SIM cards issued on Army's fake documents to terrorists may go up as 66 SIMS have been traced issued an such documents. Musharraf souht West and China's help to solve Kashmir issue.

Feb 16: 
BDR was helping Pak terrorists in infiltration to India  said a Pak terrorist who was recently arrested. Two boys were seriously injured in an explosion in Mohra Bachi, Surankote.

Feb 17:
Police arrested a top terrorist of Pakistan based LeT from a hideout in village Khilan, Pahalgam. People foiled an attempt of a gunman to loot a villager in Kulgam. A terrorist surrendered alongwith two AK rifles and other ammunition at Anantnag. A body was recovered from Batmaloo, Srinagar. Three Kashmiri youth were held with Hashish in New, Delhi. HC sought report in the death of a youth in Sopore. Two Bangladeshis were arrested from IB in RS Pura sector. SP, DYSP remanded to judicial custody in fake encounter case. Police came again under cloud as people protested, ransacked a police post and torched vehicles alleging death of a youth Tarsem Lal of Makwal in Police custody. Four police personnel, including PP incharge, were suspended and arrested.

Feb 18:
Three terrorists surrendered alongwith their arms and ammunition in Sopore. A terrorist was arrested alongwith arms and ammunition at Jugran in South Kashmir. Two infiltrators were killed on IB in Ramgarh sector. A SPO was killed under mysterious circumstances at Behoja, Gandhi, the SPO was at guard duty on the house of Shashi Kant. Probe was ordered in the incident of Army-Police Tiff at Gawari, Gandoh. Interpol sought JKP's help to quiz Sallahuddin in the case of disappearance of Scottish tourist in the Kashmri Valley in 1991. Working Group on Centre-State relationship meet postponed.

Feb 19:
Terrorist shot at and injured a civilian at Wizar in Kreeri, Baramulla. 16-year old girl Haseena was kidnapped from the house of her sister at Behak Harveth Qaziabad in Kupwara. A terrorist was arrested from Kangan. A carpenter of Amritsar Raghber Singh died in mysterious circumstances in Uri. Blasts triggered in Samjhauta Express kill 67 and injure many others.

Feb 21:
One labourer was killed and three others, including a government employee and a contractor, injured as terrorists opened fire at Damhal Hanjipora in Anantnag. Police recovered bullet riddled body of is civilian from Wahipora, Pulwama while another was found murdered near his house at Achoo, Anantnag. Terrorists launched a grenade atack on the house of a businessman in North-Kashmir but failed to cause any damage. During interrogation of a terrorist, it was found that Gulf Sheikhs were funding terror in J&K. India and Pakistan signed reduction of nuke accident risks.

Feb 22:
Terrorists resorted to indiscriminate firing at Damhal Khoshipora in Anantnag killing one and injuring three others. Terrorists kidnapped and latter killed a civilian at Wahipora and latter killed a civilian at Wahipora in Pulwama. A HM commander Bashir Wagey was arrested in South Kashmir. Three more terrorists were arrested in Pattan .Three persons were arrested for extortion and thefts.

Feb 23:
A terrorist was killed in an encounter at Reshnagri, Kulgam. Two terrorists and a jawan were killed and two other jawans injured in a day long encounter in a village in Thannamandi. Arms and ammunition were recovered from a vehicle near Armpora, Sopore. A terrorist victim succumbed to his injuries. Army busted a terrorist hideout at Phagwari near Bhimber Gali and recovered arms, ammunition and ration. An OGW of terrorists was arrested in Chatroo. An Army jawan lost his limb in a mine blast in Poonch. 89 cross LoC in Poonch.

Feb 27:
Two soldiers and a terrorist got killed in encounter in Marwar, Kupwara. Terrorists made an unsuccessful attempt to kidnap a civilian at Harman, Shopian. Police recovered body of a labourer Raku Ram of Rajasthan near Pahru Morh on National Highway. Two LeT terrorists, involved in the attack an CRPF camp in Delhi, escaped from custody in Lucknow.

Feb 28:
Police foiled a bid of Fidayeen attack at Raj Bhawan and MLAs hostel by killing a top ranking LeT terrorist Abu Talha at Safian village in  Billawar. A close associate of the slain terrorist and a harbourer were arrested during the operation. Seven policemen, including a SP and a DySP, were chargesheeted in the killing of Abdul Rehman Paddar allegedly in a fake encounter. Three army jawans were injured in firing range in Akhnoor. END

BANARAS HINDU UNIVERSITY AND THE KASHMIRI PANDITS-Itc "BANARAS HINDU UNIVERSITY AND THE KASHMIRI PANDITS-I"
By G.K. GURTUtc "By G.K. GURTU"
The very mention of the Banaras Hindu University (B.H.J.,) brings the name of Mahamana Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya (b. 25-12-1861 d. 12-11-1946) to the fore. The University was his brain-child. So when he unfolded his plan among his friends and well-wishers to establish a Hindu University which will provide good education, build up character and imbibe religious and ethical values among young men and women, it was well-received. People from different walks of life extended their unconditional support whole-heartedly and came forward voluntarily to offer all help.

Money, as is well known, is the first and the foremost requirement of any enterprise. In this case, however, it was to the tune of ‘“a crore of rupees”. How to arrange this mind-boggling amount and from where became the burning issue of the moment. To overcome this hurdle and solve the problem, it was proposed that people, dedicated to the cause of selfless service, should undertake tours, organize public meeting and create an awakening so that people come forward to contribute. Consequently, an appeal was made, the Hindu University Society for funds was formed, deputations were sent out covering the length and breadth of the country, and finally, people from common men to the kings were approached for subscription heralding the start of the project.

The Kashmiri Pandits settled in Utter Pradesh who utilized their spare time, money and energy in acts of philanthropy, charity, social and religious services which included donating money for schools, awarding scholarships, providing free board and lodging to out-station students, giving financial aid to the needy, distributing free medicine, building temples etc., did not lag behind. It may be out of place but tempting to cite a few examples here in passing. Pt. Sunder Narain Mushran of Kanpur donated thirty Bighas (twelve acres) of land besides a handsome amount of rupees ten thousand/for a school in Tehsil Kaim Gunj, District Farrukhabad in 1914. It was upgraded in 1971 and is known as S.N. Mushran Degree College. Pt. Prithvi Nath Chak, a distinguished lawyer, a philanthropist and an educationist of Kanpur, started a school in Patkapur Mohalla in the latter part of the nineteenth century but shifted it to its present site after purchasing the land along with the building on it from the Govt. It progressed, expanded and attained present position in 1959. The college, known as P.P.N. Degree College, Kanpur, is an outstanding memorial of his contribution to education. A statue in the Collectorate Compound, Kanpur proclaims his all-round greatness. Pt. Sartaj Narain Gurtu, son of Pt. Maharaj Narain Gurtu (Allahabad) my grand uncle, donated an amount of rupees one thousand and sixty to Nari Shiksha Niketan Girls’ College, Lucknow in 1966 in the name of my grand mother as ‘Sm(. Mohan Rani Gurtu Scholarship’ with the stipulation that the interest received from the fixed deposit be given to a poor Hindu girl every month. The Kashmiri Samaj, Lucknow operates Pt. Brij Narain Chakbast education fund. Pt. Raj Kishan Langar donated rupees one lakh to the Lucknow Montessory School, Purana Qila. Lucknow in 1991 where his wife Smt. Roop Kumari Langar nee Chakbast, my cousin, was a teacher for building a Library Hall to perpetuate her memory. There is a gold medal in the name of Kumari Munni Gurtu donated by her father in her memory to be awarded by the University of Allahabad to the Kashmiri girl securing highest marks in B.A. Exams. Pt. Sham Narain Gurtu (Allahabad), son of Pt. Kundan Lal Gurtu my great grand - uncle, Tehsildar, tehsil Chhata, district Mathura and a poet (Bahar-e-Gulshan-e-Kashmir, Vol.1) by hobby, distributed free homeopathic medicines. Pt. Iqbal Shankar Kaul son of PL Gauri Shankar Kaul, (Hardoi), my maternal grand father, after retiring from U.P. Govt. Service, Lucknow, gave home-made Aurvedic medicines free. Pt. Jagat Narain Chakbast, father of Smt. Roop Kumari Langar, after retiring from UP. Govt. service, Lucknow and Pt. Chandra Mohan Nath Kunzru of Agra also gave free homeopathic medicines. His father Pt Raj Nath Kunzru provided free board and lodging to outside Kashmiri boys. Major Shivnandan Lal Dar of B.H.U. invited Kashmiri boys living in hostels to his residence to enquire about their welfare and problems and entertained them with home-made food. Pt. Zind Ram Chaudhary Tankha, a Bakshi in the Court of Nawab Asaf-ud-Daulah (1775-97) built a Shiv temple known as Bada Shivala in Rani Katra, Lucknow in I 778. It also has life-size idol of Ma Raagyyan Bhagwati. It is famous as Sankata Devi Ka Mandir among local non—Kashmiris. So, when the present opportunity came, the Kashmiri Pandits came forward and offered their services. An attempt is made here to highlight and assess their role in this noble venture.

Pt. Parmeshwar Nath Sapru will always be remembered for his yeoman’s services. He played a prominent role in fund-raising campaigns. His services were sought after for this purpose. As one of the Secretaries of the District Collection Committee, Faizabad, he visited many places from time to time. If he visited Tanda and Akbarpur and Goshain Gunj and Bhitti at local level for subscription he accompanied the Deputation to places as far as Amritsar and Rawalpindi. Shortage of finances being a perennial problem with the B.H.U. in the early stages of its existence his services were requisitioned as late as 1920, when he joined the Committee constituted to raise funds to expedite some important and urgent construction work.

Pt. Iqbal Narain Gurtu, son of Pt. Inder Narain Gurtu, a Sub-judge, Allahabad occupies a very dominant place in the affairs of the University. He was a fund-raiser, a professor and an administrator. He was working as the Headmaster of the Central Hindu School, Banaras when he volunteered his services for fund-raising campaigns during summer vacations. In spite of his delicate physique he braved the summer heat to undertake the tours. He visited many places organizing public meetings at local level. He opened his account in selfless service with a public meeting at Kheri on 21-5-1911. It was attended by well-known and influential people of the area in a very large number. The tours were highly successful. It goes to his credit that the subscription was “One lakh and five thousand rupees in seven weeks”.

Rai Bahadur Pt. Bisheshwar Nath Hangal, a lawyer of Faizabad, a prosperous Zamindar of Akbarpur and a social activist was instrumental in organizing successful public meetings of people with influence and well-known in the area for subscription. A unique feature of the public meeting at Darbhanga (Bihar) held for subscription was a very inspiring poem read by Pt. Brij Narain Chakbast, a reputed lawyer and a renowned poet, prompting the Chairman to give rupees One hundred and twenty five to the poet in appreciation of the poem. The poet donated it besides his own contribution. Pt. Prithvi Nath Takru and Pt. Janaki Nath Chak of Lucknow, a pleader and the younger brother of Pt. Prithvi Nath Chak, contributed rupees One thousand and One hundred and rupees One thousand respectively. Rai Bahadur Pt. Vishwa Nath Tholal, a well-known figure of Kanpur also came forward and lent his services towards fund-raising campaign. In spite of inclement weather he accompanied the members of the District Committee, Kanpur to Tehsil Bilhaur for subscription. The meeting at Almora was presided over by Pt. Bishun Narain Dar who made a forceful plea for donation. He was a successful barrister of Lucknow, a great orator, a political thinker, a social reformer, a well known writer and a Urdu poet, the President of India National Congress (1911) and  member of the Victory’s Legislative Council (1914). He raised a storm of protest which divided the community into Dharam Sabha (Conservatives)   and Bishun Sabha (Progressives) groups when he sailed to London (l884-87) to study Law. Thus when the found collection drive which began from Kheri and came to a close by the end of-Nov. 1912 the amount collected in cash as well as the subscription promised combined together crossed the figure of rupees sixty-seven lakhs.

Encouraged by this spontaneous response another campaign for the subscription of funds was undertaken after some time with the main difference that whereas in the earlier campaign common men were contacted, in the latter the Princely States were covered. The result was as expected .Money rained-in in the form of actual cash, promises of cash, recurring and non -recurring annual grants etc. Dewan Pt. Daya Kishan Kaul of Alwar State was among the notable Kashmiri Pandits to promise a handsome amount of donation of rupees twenty-five thousand towards the University fund.

The next phase which began with the preparation and presentation of the Draft Constitution of the proposed University to the Hon’ble Member for Education for consideration and approval and covered activities like enactment of the B.H.U Act (Act No XVI of 1915) , merger of Central Hindu School and Central Hindu College with the B.H.U., search for the site, acquiring of the land, laying of the foundation-stone of the building by the Viceroy and the Governor-General and ended with the establishment and functioning of the University from the academic session of 1917, found the Kashmiri Pandits once again in the vanguard. They participated with the same zeal and candour as shown by them earlier. This can be said to begin with Rai Bahadur Pt. Maharaj Narayan Shivpuri joining the above mentioned historical Deputation as one of its member and continued when they became a part of the administrative set-up as well as teaching staff along with others. A few of them shouldered additional responsibilities besides being a teacher. It continued even after that and draws them to B.H.U. even now. A unique feature, however, was that quite a few of this generation of Kashmiri Pandits offered to and actually did serve the B.H.U. in an honorary capacity.

When the University Court was constituted Dewan Bahadur Pt. Daya Kishan Kaul, Foreign and Financial Secretary, Patiala State was nominated by His Highness the Maharaja of Alwar from among class II- Donors and  Their Representatives Category. Another member of the Court under the above category was Pt. Raghunandan Lal Dar. He was a public-spirited officer who rose to become Deputy Collector. He was made Administrator Nagar Palika, Banaras (now Varanasi). He was an Honorary Railway Magistrate class I for life .The title of ‘Rai Saheb’ was bestowed upon him. He was nominated by the Maharaja Hari Singh of Jammu & Kashmir and he participated in the proceedings of the Court as his representative. Dr. Bal Krishna Kaul, Lahore, who was at that time, among others, on the Board of Trustees of the Central Hindu College, Banaras, was elected as a member of the First Court under class III- Elected Category.

Pt. Gopi Nath Kunzru, a lawyer from Allahabad and the younger brother of Pt. Hriday Nath Kunzru, joined the B.H.U. as the Secretary to the Vice-Chancellor, Malaviyaji. He was a member of the Court and the Council etc. during which period he had to deal with the budget of the University. He was concerned with the twin problems of revenue deficit and overdraft. He took active part in the meetings and was forthright in expressing his views on financial matters. He also served as the legal adviser of the University.

Dr. Hriday Nath Kunzru, a well-known figure in the field of public service, had a life-long association with the B.H.U. He was a member of the Court, the Senate and the Executive Committee. He had the privilege of being a member of the Senate and the Court of the Universities of Allahabad and Agra also. An avid reader, a keen observer and a good orator he took active part in the deliberations. Financial instability of the University was his constant concern and agitated his mind. He was made a member of the Retrenchment Committee to explore ways to reduce the expenses and increase the revenue. Later on he was made a member of the Financial Organisation Committee to find out ways to increase the income. His presentation was clear, focused and forceful. He had the privilege of addressing the twenty-sixth annual Convocation in 1943. He was awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of Letters in 1955 in appreciation of his services. He was the President of Servants of India Society, Poona, All India Sewa Samiti, Allahabad and Indian Council of World Affairs. He was a member of UP. Assembly and later on became a member of Rajya Sabha. 

*(The Author , Shri G.K. Gurtu belongs to that group of migrants which settled in Kashmiri Mohalla, Lucknow(U.P.) around 1800. He was Secretary, Kashmiri Samaj, Agra between 1988-90. He retired as Superintendent, National Sample Survey Organisation (Govt. of India) , New Delhi in 1995. He lives in Faridabad and pursues creative writing and helps the needy).
‑(To be continued) END

Lahore’s symbol of Kashmiri heritage destroyedtc "Lahore’s symbol of Kashmiri heritage destroyed"
Shivala of Raja Dina Nath Madantc "Shivala of Raja Dina Nath Madan"
By Dr. B.N. Shargatc "By Dr. B.N. Sharga"
Lahore, now in Pakistan, is a very old historic city. According to a legend this city on the bank of Ravi river was founded by Luv, the son of Lord Ram, the hero of Hindu epic Ramayana. But according to Cunningham the ruins of Amba Kapi indicate that Lahore city was probably founded around first century A.D. The Chinese traveller Hieun Tsiang who visited this place in 630 A.D. describes it as a large Brahmanical city.

At the end of the 10th century the kingdom of Lahore was in the hands of a Brahman dynasty and in 988 A.D. its ruler Jai Pal was defeated by Sabaktagin. But Lahore at that time was not an important city so much so that Mahmood of Ghazni though defeated Jai Pal in 1001 and Anand Pal in 1008 but he did not occupy Lahore. In 1034 Nialtigian the governor of Multan revolted again Ghaznavi and captured Lahore, which was again restored to the kingdom of Ghaznavi in 1036 A.D. and was made the capital of the dominions east of the Indus river. In 1043 the revolt of Hindus of Lahore against its occupation by Pathans was quelled by Maudeed and Malik Ayaz became its ruler. During the reign of Masud III (1099-1114) Lahore became the seat of government of the empire and shot into prominence.

After the death of Masud III the governor of Lahore Mohammad Bahlim revolted against Bahram Shah in 1119; but was defeated and again the seat of government was transferred to Lahore by Khurshed Shah in 1123, where it remained till 1153 A.D.

Mohammad Ghori invaded Lahore in 1181 and captured it in 1186. After the death of Mohammad Ghori in 1206 his slave Kutub-ud-din Aibak was crowned at  Lahore. Altumish than became its ruler in 1217 and ruled over it till his death in 1236 A.D.

Lahore then witnessed turbulent times for about a century, facing constant raids of Mongols. The ruined city was rebuilt by Ghaiyasuddin Balban in 1270; but in 1285 it was again raided by Mongols who killed Balban’s son Mohammad on the banks of

Ravi river. The suburb Mughalpura was founded at the same time by the Mongol settlers. During the reign of Ala-ud-Din Khilji his commander Ghori Malik recaptured Lahore after driving out Mongols. In 1398 Lahore was again taken over by a detachment of Timur’s army, who was a direct descendant of Ghengis Khan of Mongolia.

The devastated Lahore was again rebuilt by Mubarak Shah in 1422. In 1441 Bahlol Khan Lodi was appointed by Mohammad Shah as the governor of Lahore who then raised a banner of revolt against his master and became the ruler of Lahore. But again during the reign of Ibrahim Lodi the governor of Lahore Daulat Khan revolted against him and sought the help of Babar whose troops plundered Lahore in 1524, thus making a way for the establishment of the Mughal empire in India.

The Mughal emperor Jahangir fixed his court at Lahore in 1622 and died near by in 1627. He erected the great khwabgah or sleeping palace, the Moti Masjid and the tomb of Anarkali. His mausoleum is there at Shahdara. Lahore was seized by Shaharyar on Jahangir’s death. But was retaken by Ali Mardan Khan; who laid the famous Shalamar garden in 1667.

Lahore then faced the invasion of Nadir Shah in 1738 and then it was occupied by Ahmad Shah Durrani in 1748. After Ahmad Shah’s fourth invasion in 1755, Lahore was occupied and placed under prince Timur from whom it was taken by the Sikhs under Jassa Singh. Marathas took Lahore in 175 8 and made Adina Beg as its governor. Sikhs again became masters of Lahore in 1767 and ruled till 1797. Then Shah Zaman of Kabul took Lahore in 1798. He gave Lahore to Ranjeet Singh in 1799 for its effective administration, who then became Maharaja of the Punjab kingdom in 1801.

The Lahore court during the reign of Maharaja Ranjeet Singh (1801-1839) assumed international political importance. It became a focal point for all those people, who had some place in the society then. Maharaja Ranjeet Singh himself gave an international colour to his court by appointing persons of different nationalities on various posts.

The first Kashmiri Pandit, who made his appearance in the court of Maharaja Ranjeet Singh at Lahore around 1808 was Pt. Bhawani Das. He probably went to the Sikh capital after the Anglo-Maratha war (1803-1805) to seek employment when the British took over Delhi in 1803. Pt. Bhawani Das then in 1813 called Pt. Ganga Ram Raina from Bazaar Sita Ram, Delhi to help him in his work. Pt. Ganga Ram Raina completely reorganised the whole financial structure and dealings of the Lahore court in such a way that he became indispensable and a right hand man of Maharaja Ranjeet Singh.

Pt. Ganga Ram Raina thus became instrumental in inviting many Kashmiri Pandits from Delhi and elsewhere to the Lahore court and in providing them good jobs in the administration. But some Kashmiri Pandits came to Lahore directly from Kashmir and other places of their own to work under the patronage of Maharaja Ranjeet Singh.

Pt. Ganga Ram Raina in 1815 invited Pt. Dina Nath Madan from Delhi, who was his nephew and made him his secretary Pt. Dina Nath Madan due to his hard work soon came into the good books of Maharaja Ranjeet Singh so much so that when Pt. Ganga Ram Raina died suddenly in 1826 Maharaja Ranjeet Singh appointed Pt. Dina Nath Madan on the post of his uncle and gave the authority to Pt. Dina Nath Madan to keep the court seal. After the death of Pt. Bhawani Das in 1834, Pt. Dina Nath Madan became practically all in all in the Lahore court. Maharaja Ranjeet Singh made Pt. Dina Nath Madan his finance minister in 1838 and gave him big jagirs in Amritsar, Dina Nagar and Kasur with annual income of Rs. 10,000/- in those days with a complete authority to deal with the East India Company on behalf of the Lahore court. Pt. Dina Nath Madan then never looked back.

Pt. Dina Nath Madan was a highly religious person and a stout devotee of saint Mansa Ram Razdan popularly known as Dhooni Sahab. He spent a lot of money in renovating the Matt of Dhooni Sahab in Gujrat district. He also built a big tank in the temple premises of Bhawani Devi in Kangra now in Himachal Pradesh and a big Dharamshala at a place known as Devipura near Shalamar for pilgrims.

As all the Kashmiri Pandits are worshippers of Lord Shiva so they generally built Shivalas wherever they live to perform their rituals and other religious obligations. Raja Dina Nath Madan also built a big Shivala around 1835 in the Lahore city for his community members. This imposing double storeyed temple complex was located in a thickly populated area in the heart of the city at the junction of Vachchuwali and Mohalla Sareen on the northern side of the old police lines, where mostly Kashmiri Pandits used to reside in that era. This magnificient structure made of red stones had many airy windows in its upper storey opening towards a lane on it southern side with spacious corridors for the free movement of devotees. On its ground floor towards the lane there were a number of shops occupied by petty traders selling the items used for Puja and other materials connected with performing different rituals and flowers for offering to different deities inside the temple. Some shops were occupied by the artisans.

The main entrance to this historic edifice was from the eastern side after climbing about five stairs made of redstones. It had a big door made from the Burma teak wood with engravings on it. This big gate of the complex had a border made of artistically engraved red stones.

There was a big courtyard inside this quadrangular complex with living rooms for the comfortable stay of the pilgrims and for the living of its Pujari and for keeping records and properties of this Shivala. The inside walls of this complex had beautiful paintings depicting various episodes from the Hindu epics. The inside rooms had dome like roofs to give it a majestic look.

At the centre of its huge courtyard there was a Shiv Temple made of white Macrana marble. A five feet tall well chiselled idol of Lord Shiva in a dancing pose made from white Macrana marble was stalled on a huge pedestal over which a copper pitcher filled with water with a tiny hole in its bottom used to  hang from its ceilling so that water drops may fall regularly without any break on the presiding deity. This Shiv temple had a big dome with a golden Kalash at its top symbol of Hindu architecture. The main courtyard of this complex had other small temples as well of various Hindu gods and goddesses. The main Arti in the evenings used to be a big attraction for the devotees as it was performed with great fanfare blowing conch shells and bungles, ringing of bells and beating of gongs and drums with chanting of Shlokas and singing of  devotional songs, followed by the distribution of Prasad among the assembled devotees. The month of Sawan according to lunar calender of Hindus had a special significance for the devotees as on each Monday of this month the idol of Lord Shiva was artistically decorated with special flower arrangements. On Shivratri or Herat the whole temple complex used to be illuminated very tastefully and a havan was performed for peace and well being of the community as Kashmiri Pandits on this occasion used to gather in large numbers in this temple complex to celebrate their festival with great enthusiasm and fervor.

It is really a sad commentary that this historic symbol of Kashmiri Pandit’s’ pride and rich cultural heritage was allegedly demolished by the government of Pakistan much against the spirit of Nehru Liaquat Pact of 1950 according to a news item published in the Times of lndia in its issue of 14th June 2006 to pave the way for the construction of a multistoreyed shopping arcade at its side. It was reportedly demolished on the instructions of Pakistan Evacuee Trust Property Board (ETPB) a body which was created to protect the properties of the minorities in that country.

*(The writer is a well-known scholar on History of Kashmiri Pandits in Diaspora). END

Salman Rushdie and Kashmiri Pandits-Itc "Salman Rushdie and Kashmiri Pandits-I"
A comprehensive review of Rushdie’s latest novel:tc "A comprehensive review of Rushdie’s latest novel\:"
Shalimar the Clowntc "Shalimar the Clown"
By Prof. G.L. Jalalitc "By Prof. G.L. Jalali"
Salman Rushdie, India’s most controversial novelist, has eight novels to his credit. Shalimar The Clown is his latest contribution. He has dedicated the novel to his grand parents, Dr. Abdullah alias Babjan and Amir Unnissa Butt alias Ammaji who, as per the novelist, hailed from Kashmir. Literary critics have hailed the novel as “manifestly mature work: the writing is more disciplined than in the earlier novels, well-paced and focused, with fewer Rushdiean loose ends” (Shashi Tharoor in the Hindu, October 9, 2005). To comprehend Rushdie’s works one must have a wide range of knowledge, for his approach to the storyline is always holistic. His imagination runs wild just like an unbridled horse let loose in the midst of a deep, dense forest - extremely rich in flora and fauna. While going through Rushdie’s novel the reader has to keep pace with the fleeting images of the “past and present events” which are portrayed so nicely with suitable words couched in non-conventional style. Shalimar The Clown  has set a new pattern, hit a novel theme and established once again Rushdie’s credentials as world’s leading novelist.

‘The publication of Salman Rushdie’s ninth novel offers an occasion to celebrate the aston​ishing new voice he has brought into the world of English language fiction, a voice whose lan​guage and concerns have stretched the boundaries of the possible in English literature. Shalimar The Clown adds the murderous incertitudes of the world of 9/11 to his repertoire; it is topical and typical, a novel derived from today’s headlines and yesterday’s hopes” (Shashi Tharoor).

The main characters of the novel are Maximilian Ophuls, Boonyi Koul, Shalimar the Clown, Pandit Pyarelal Koul, Pt. Gopi Nath Razdan, Pamposh Koul, Abdullah Noman, Firdous Noman, Kashmira, Gagroo brothers, Maulana Bulbul Fakh, Anees Noman, Nazribaddoor and Edgarwood. Maxophuls is the former American ambassador to India. He was involved in counter insurgency operations, The novel begins with the assassination of the former ambassador in Los Angels. His throat is slit by an unknown assassin. His dead body is lying at the door step of the apartment building owned by his illegitimate daughter, India who is also called Kashmira by her Kashmiri-born Pandit mother Boonyi Koul. The killer of the American Jew is none other than his own chauffeur called Shalimar the Clown. So the novel has a “bloody beginning”. The story of the novel mainly pivots round Max, Boonyi Koul and Shalimar the Clown. It is the story of “deep love gone finally wrong, destroyed by a shallow affair”. Says a critic, “It is an epic narrative that moves from California to France, England and above all, Kashmir. At its heart (it) is the tale of that earthy paradise of peach orchards, and honey bees, of mountains and lakes, of green-eyed women and murderous men...” Salman Rushdie’s “majestic narrative captures the heart of the reader. The romance is unfolded against the backdrop of “Partition, increasing Hindu-Muslim tension, the infiltration of Islamist Jehadis into Kashmir Valley.” It is a novel that depicts historical events in right perspective. Since the outbreak of insurgency in J&K state, numerous novels, describing the ongoing turmoil in the state, have come to the market-place. But Salman Rushdie’s Shalimar the Clown crowns the list. The novel unfolds the emotions of the main characters in relation to changing political events. Boonyi Koul becomes a sacrificial goat in this blood-curdling tragic opera. Shalimar the Clown is, as such, a “novel of mourning, nor least for the loss of Kashmiriat which Rushdie so lovingly evokes in his portrait of idyllic village life where Hindus and Muslims laughed together, performing folk-dance plays about tolerant Kashmiri kings and cooking, “Ban​quet of sixty - courses maximum.” The locale of the story is Pachigam, which is situated on the river Muskadum. It is a typical Kashmiri village which commands “superb landscape beauty.” The village abounds in cherry, apple and apricot trees with vast expanse of lush green paddy fields around it. In this village two families - one, a Hindu named Pyarelal Koul, and the other, Abdullah Noman - occupied a prominent place. “Pachigam was a blessed village, and its two great families had inherited much of the natural bounty of region. Pandit Pyarelal had the apple orchard and Abdullah Noman had the peach trees. Abdullah had the honeybees and the mountain ponies and the Pandit owned the saffron field as well as large flocks of sheep and goats.” (Page 48). The village was known for “bands” (Clowns). Perhaps Salman Rushdie refers to village Vathor (in Badgam district) which is known all over India for “Bhanda-Pather” (indigenous Kashmiri dance). Pandit Pyarelal Koul, a native of Pachigam, is a widower whose wife, Pamposh Koul, died soon after giving birth to a baby girl named Boonyi Koul. “He and Boonyi lived at the end of Pachigam in the village’s second-best dwelling, a wooden house like all the other houses but with two floors instead of one ....” (page 46). Boonyi was his only child who had attractive physical features. Abdullah Noman, a fast friend of Pandit Pyarelal Koul, is the head of the village Panchayat. The Pandit is an expert cook, for “Pachigam is a village of gastronomes.” He is an “expert-dance master”. Boonyi is the apple of her father’s eye. “The Pandit had tried to be both father and mother to her all life. Inspite of his unworldly nature, he treated her as an inestimable treasure, as the pearl of great price his beloved wife had left behind for him as a going - away present...” (page 51). As she advanced in age, Pandit Payarelal Koul” taught her to sing, read and write.” Boonyi, like any pampered child, grew under the care of her dotting father, Pandit Pyarelal Koul.

Salman Rushdie portrays the character of Pandit Pyarelal Koul’s deceased wife and Boonyi’s mother Pamposh Koul in a very derogatory manner and presents her as intensively sexual. Mark these lines: “ln the matter of lovemaking Kashmiri women had never been shrinking violets, but what Pamposh confided to Firdous (Shalimar the Clown’s mother) made her ears burn. The Sarpanch’s wife understood that what is hidden away inside her friend was a personality so intensely sexual that it was a wonder the Pandit was still able to get up out of bed and walk around. Pamposh’s passion for the wilder reaches of sexual behaviour introduced Firdous to a number of new concepts that simultaneously horrified and aroused her, although she feared that if she attempted to introduce them into her bedroom. Abdullah, for whom sex was a simple relief of physical urges and not be unduly prolonged, would throw her out into the street like a common whore” (page 51). Salman Rushdie is apparently not conversant with Kashmiri Pandit ethos where sex is not a “bazaar commodity”. To treat Pamposh Koul, the wife of Pandit Pyarelal Koul, as a live “sex-Bomb’ is highly disparaging and violative of socio-cultural norms. The character of Pamposh Kaul is just novelist’s figment of crazy imagination.

Boonyi Koul becomes the leading dancer in the dancing troupe, comprising Shalimar the Clown, Himal, Gonvati, Habib Joo, Anees Noman etc. She fell in love with the son of the Muslim Bhand, known as Shalimar the Clown. Boonyi would often slip out of her house and “make way up the wooded hillside to Khelmarg, where by moonlight she practised archery, spearing arrows into innocent tress”. She was, to quote Rushdie, a shadow, in search of a shadow. She would find the shadow she was looking for. In fact she was after shadow of Shalimar the Cown. Her love for Shalimar the Clown was a juvenile passion of a fourteen years old village girl. Rushdie has depicted it in the most erotic manner “He looked into Boonyi’s eyes and saw the telltale dreaminess there, warning him that she had smoked “CHARAS” to give her the courage to be “DE FLOWERED”. In the subtly suggestive movements of her lips, too he could discern the cryptic seductiveness of her condition.,..Boonyi pulled her PHERAN and shirt off over her head and stood before him naked....” (page 60) Shalimar the Clown was not the only person who was over head and ears in love with Pandit Pyarelal Koul’s daughter Boonyi, the Bhand-dancer; Colonel Hammirdev - Suryans Kachhawha of the local Indian army  unit  de​ployed in the district “had his eye on her (Boonyi) for some time. Thirty-three years old army officer, also known as Hammer Kachhwah, was prepared to pay any price for Boonyi’s love. He was a man of deep feeling, a man who appreciated beauty and gentleness who loved beauty and who, accordingly felt great love for beautiful Kashmir.” Rushdie’s describes Colonel’s first en​counter with intense emotional touch:” Thus he saw Boonyi. It felt like the meeting of Radha and Krishen except that he was riding in a jeep and he was not blue skinned and not feel godlike and she barely recognised her existence. She was with her girl friends, Himal, Gonawati and Zoon just like Radha with the milky Gopis....” Her comparison to Radha in the company of Krishna is metaphorically odd and inappropriate. The novelist presents Boonyi Koul as a beautiful, live human sex-bomb which spills disaster not for her own self, but also for her cuckold husband Shalimar the Clown, and also for her future lover Max Ophuls. Boonyi had no soft comer for Colonel Kachhawa. Says the novelist: “Boonyi disliked him on sight and before he had opened his bony face she told him: You must be looking for someone somewhere else. There is nothing for you. “But of course there was.” (Page 102).

Boonyi and Shalimar the Clown were “married according to Hindu and Muslim rites.” Pandit Pyarelal” agreed to resume his teaching duties, to shoulder the dual burdens of education and gastronomy as long as his strength lasted and preparations for the nuptials of Boonyi and Shalimar the Clown began,” (Page 112). From this day onwards Boonyi Koul was known as Boonyi Koul Noman, the daughter-in-law of Abdullah Noman and Firdous Noman. The union of two families, Pandit and Muslim through matrimonial relations is unnatural.

This has never happened in the history of Kashmiri Pandits - a daughter of cultured edu​cated Kashmiri Pandit villager marrying an illiterate Muslim boy who knows nothing beyond “Bhand Pather.” Is the girl converted after marriage? It is a must after marriage of the girl. Salman Rushdie is silent on this subject. Such a re-union is the figment of novelist’s crazy imagination. It is misrepresentation of Kashmiriat to which Rushdie refers so often in the novel. Referring to the mutual cultural interaction, Rushdie remarks: ‘The Pandits of Kashmir, unlike Brahmins anywhere else in India, happily ate meat. Kashmiri Muslims, perhaps envying the Pandits their choice of gods, blurred their faith’s dustier monotheism by worshipping at the shrines of valley’s local saints and pirs. To be a Kashmiri, to have received so incomparable a divine gift, was to value what was shared for more highly than what divided” (page 83). Pachigam, the village where Boonyi and Shalimar the Clown were born, was a flag-post of the Kashmiriat. “Abdullah (father of Shalimar the Clown) then mentioned Kashmiriat, Kashmiriness, the belief that at heart of Kashmiri cul​ture there was common bond that transcended all other villages. Most ‘Bhand’ villages were Muslims, but Pachigam was a mixture...” (page 110). One fine morning the Bhands of Pachigam received an invitation to stage Bhand Pather in Srinagar’s Mughal garden in honour of the visiting American ambassador Max Ophuls. The Bhands of Pachigam felt themselves honoured at the invitation from the state government. The American ambassador “was a scholarly gentleman and evidently took strong interest in all aspects of Kashmiri culture”. “Ambassador’s personal aide, Mr Edgar Wood, had specially asked for an evening of festivities during which the Banquet of sixty courses maximum would be eaten, a Santoor player from Srinagar would play traditional Kashmiri music, leading local authors would recite passages from the mystical poetry of Lal Ded...” (page 132). In the Bhand-Pather Boonyi played the role of Anarkali. 

Her very dance and demeanour bewitched the heart of the young sexy American ambassador. “When Boonyi met Maximilian Ophul’s eyes for the first time he was applauding widely and looking piercingly at her while she took her bow, as if he wanted to see right into her soul. At that moment she knew she had found what she had been waiting for. I swore I would grab my chance when it showed up, she told herself, and here it is, staring me in the face and hanging its hands together like a fool” (page 133). 

The die was cast; the villain entrapped and bewitched the young Kashmiri Pandit girl who was already married to a Muslim Bhand actor of Pachigam. Max Ophul’s early career was shrouded in mystery. He was a French Jew who, like the other members of the Jewish community, had suffered immensely at the hands of Nazis. He had seen many ups and downs in his chequered career.

*(The author is Executive Editor of Koshur Gazzette. He has also authored "Jihad in Kashmir"
‑(To be continued) END

MONGOLS, CENTRAL ASIAN RIVALRY AND KASHMIR-Itc "MONGOLS, CENTRAL ASIAN RIVALRY AND KASHMIR-I"
By M.M.Munshitc "By M.M.Munshi"
This has a reference to letters of Bilhan  Koul and B.N.Sharga  in June 06 and September 06  respectively  issues of your magazine in which it has been said that ancestors  of B N Sharga of Mongolian origin entered  Kashmir in eight century raised families after  marrying Kashmiri Women  were Brahaminised and settled in Rainawari. 

In the first instance we must try to understand as to who were these Mongols ? They belonged to Hun race and inhabited a bleak and barren mountain plateau between China and Siberia. They are short of stature, and thickset compact in their bodies broad headed  yellow skinned, straight haired   with an epicanthic fold in their eyes.  Extreme climate,  the barrenness of  their habitat and lack of agriculture turned them into wanderers, Shepherds, seasoned horsemen  and at the same time  a warlike, savage and ferocious people. It brought them into conflict with  other people, conquered distant  lands. In the first century BC they turned  towards west  and by second century AD  they practically threatened Roman empire  under their leader Atilla  “The Scourge of God”.  In the east tribes of Dun-hu and Miung-nu advanced to invade China  and the Chinese emperors  endeavored to check  them by building  the “Great Wall”. Subsequently the infighting among the Mongolians  weakened them, they were  pushed back from their conquered territories  and Mongolia itself was divided into small principalities.

In Central Asia  China,and for a time India  also  witnessed the culmination  of integrated drives during the sixth and seventh centuries  to weld together  new empires  from petty kingdoms  that had emerged from the ruins of Old empires. The Sui dynasty [ 581-618] reunited most of  China proper  under a centralized administration, providing a sound foundation  for their successors the T’ang dynasty [618-907] who consolidated north West China.By 630 the armies  eastern Turkistan  were completely routed by the Chinese and in the ensuing decades even petty chiefdoms of  Turkistan (Sinkiang )  modern Xinjiang made their submission to Chinese emperors.

The struggle to dominate Central Asia  was not however restricted  to China and Turkistan.

 But directly involved Tibet,Baltistan, Ladakh, Kashmir and to a lesser extent Northern India and Nepal.In Tibet a dynastic line who’s influence to seventh Century was restricted to a smaller area east of Mayum Pass and south of Tsangpo [Bhramputra ] River began a rapid expansion of its domains. The most famous of its kings Song-Tseng –Gam- Po   of the area made Tibet a dominant military power  and was able to demand and receive  princess  in marriage  from Nepal and China.

A new facet was added  to these complexities   with the advance of the Islamic  Arabian empire into Central Asia  via Iran and Iraq in late seventh century and with the fall of Sind to Arabs in 712.

The bitter struggle between Tibet and China  was resumed in 660 and lasted for three centuries  involving at one time or other  directly or indirectly  most of the neighboring states. The contest was waged in three principle areas  (1) Szechun lying directly east of Tibet,(2) KoKo Nor (Tsinghi) and Kansu  in the north east.and (3)  Turkistan ( the four garrisons  i.e, Kashgar, Khotan,  Kucha and Karashahr.. If the Chinese dominance of Turkistan was to be effectively challenged the primary requisites would be the control of western Tibet and  passes for the passage in Baltistan and Ladakh..West Tibet was accordingly brought under Tibetian hegemony and after several years of fluctuating  war  the territory of the four garrisons was conquered  in 670, and held for more than twenty years  before a huge Chinese force  taking advantage of dissension in Tibet  recovered Turkistan for   T’sang empire.

Soon afterwards  Baltistan and Ladakh became the chief arena  fighting between Tibet and China into which Kashmir was actively drawn and conflict became wider  with increasing Arab pressure  both against China and Kashmir, which brought  both together  in an alliance of some sort against the Arabs  on one side and Tibetians on the other. Chinese records state that  at least three Indian embassies visited  Chinese court  between 713-14  to ask for military aid against the Arabs {Ma-twan –lin, “Thien-chu-India “Trans.James Burgess, Indian Antiquity IX (1880) It is known that at least one of these  was sent by King Tchen-ko-lo-pi-li who has been identified as Chandrapida  Vajradantia [ U.N.Mukerjee” Chronology of Karkota Naga  Dynasty of Kashmir” Uttara Bharati,IV No 3 Mar. 1958] 

There was hardly any period during the eight century that was free of active hostilities. Much of the fighting centered on   the Baltistan- Turkistan area. In 722 a Chinese force of about four thousand  coming to the aid of Baltistan was able to prevent the Tibetian domination of the passes  into Turkistan. About ten years later the great Kashmiri Monarch  Laltaditya  Mukhpida  not only turned a Tibetian invasion of Baltistan   but also advanced into north west part of Tibet . In 737 Tibetians launched another attack aimed at  exclusion of Kashmiri influence  from the crucial pas-ses. This time Chinese extended aid  by a divers-ionary attack on Koko Nor which did not have the desired affect. Once Again in747 a large Chinese force  acting in conjugation with Kashmi-ris  successfully crossed the passes  and reestablished T’ang influence in Baltistan. Chinese garrisons were placed as far west as Gilgit in an effort to counter an Arab advance.. But the Chinese success was  temporary  and Arabs ousted them in751 and also surrendered much of the western  Turkistan  to Abbasid Caliphate [ Pandit Daya Ram Sahni,,” References to the Bhotas  or Bhauttas in the Rajtarangini of Kashmir”(Notes from Tibetan sources  by A.S.Francke), Indian antiquity,XXXVII ( July 1908) ]

The Chinese disaster enabled the Tibetian King Tri-di-tsuk-tsen  to regain control over Baltistan and his successor Tri-song-de-tsen   carried  the Tibetian empire to what was to be its maximum expansion conquering Turkistan, most of Kansu, a large portion of Szechuan,. In 763 Tibetian forces even captured  Changan  the western capital of China. King Laltaditya’s glorious achievements did not survive  after his death.Tibetian power reached its new heights  with a  series of decisive victories over the Chinese  between 760 to 780  culminated in a peace treaty

 In 783  the terms of which were favorable to Tibet,But events became unfavourable  for Tibet  when their alliances broke down with  the Shans of Yunnan in the east and Arabs to the west  as Shans were  competing not with T’angs (Chinese) but Tibetians in the upper Yangtse valley. Similarly   with their success in Turkistan it became clear that it was Tibet which stood in the way of Arabs in latter’s expansion . Caliphate  of Baghdad  joined hands with Chinese against the Tibetians in Turkistan which resulted in weakening of Tibetian position in Central Asia and  elsewhere. In due course of time  process of decay set in  much of the areas over which Chinese and Tibetians had fought so bitterly reverted to petty chief tens  and other conquerers.Turkistan fell to Uighurs,  West Tibet and Ladakh  gradually  emerged as petty independent  principalities 

 Neither the Chinese Annals, Chronicles  of Tibet  or Ladakh  or Kashmiri  or Turki sources  mention anything about involvement of  Mongolians  of  the struggle in Central Asia between  third and  twelfth Century. The concept  of a Hindi speaking Kashmiri Pandit at present  residing at Lucknow that his ancestors  of Mongolian Origin  entered Kashmir in 8th century and eventual settled in Rainawari is based on  wishful  thinking  and not on  historical 

Research. King Tra-shi-gon (1200-1230 ) was ruling Ladakh when  Gengis Khan  was consolidating  his  Great Mongol empire. There is no mention of Ladakh having been  subjugated by Gengis Khan not even mention of the Mongol conqueror  in Ladakhi 

Chronicles. Thus the concept of Mongols having reached Delhi via Kashmir  is also ruled out. 

As far as northern India was  concerned  the aggression started  in the time of Gengis Khan  who defeated Jalaluddin Mangbarni son of  Sultan Said Khan of Khwarizm on the west bank of  Indus in1221.Although he never crossed the Indus himself, yet some of his followers  penetrated in pursuit of Jalaluddin After they began to hover  over the north western plains of India . Lahore fell to them in 1241 and they harried Multan, northern Sind and Punjab.Balban punished and routed them. 1n 1290 Jalaluddin Khilji repelled their intrusion, then he appeased them  and made them settle at Mongolpuri  at present  informally called Mangalpuri. It is this Mongolpuri B.N.Sharga  refers   in support of  his claim that Mongols reached Delhi via Kashmir.That of course did not guarantee  peace they repeated pillaging and disaster and led fresh aggression in 1297 under their leader Qutlugh. during the rule of Allauddin Khilji  and threatened northern India  but were somehow repulsed.. They again appeared in 1303,devastated Punjab and laid siege to Delhi Then they suddenly withdrew presumably they were recalled by grandsons  of Gengis Khan who were in  Afganistan- Turkemaenstan. area. In all probability some of them found their way into Kashmir. Kashmir was not unknown to them  and had been included  by Ogatay  the third son of Gengis Khan  and latter by Halakhu[ Tabakat Nasiri( Raverty’s trans.) History of Mongols III ] But then it had escaped.The earliest Mongol invasion of Kashmir in historic times took place  in the early summer of 1320  during the rule of King Sahadeva  Infact Mongols penetrated Kashmir from the plains of north India  and not the plains of north India or Delhi  from Kashmir as envisaged by B.N.Sharga. The invasion  was led by Mongol chief  Dulacha who entered Kashmir via Baramula route   with about seventeen thousand horses and foot. Raja Sahadeva  and his government were paralyzed by fright   and tried to save off ruin by offering gratifications  to Dulacha,but he spurned the offer and moved with a passion of wholesale annihilation  destruction and devastation  of the valley.It appears that he came to know Delhi was suddenly taken in the grip of a  civil war. Sultan Mubarak Shah was assassinated  and Khusrav Khan had  ascended a precarious throne and wanted to take advantage of the situation  and decided to proceed to Delhi via the shortest  possible Banihal  route carrying with huge booty of men women as slaves, animals and whatever  fell into his hands .  But as soon as they were crossing Banihal pass they were suddenly caught in a blizzard  in which all of them perished.

After the death of Rinchan Shah  the Ladakhi prince in 1323 Udyanadeva   a cousin of Sahadeva was installed as the king  who also married Rinchan’s widow Kota Rani a second Mongol invasion  of Kashmir led by Achala  took place. At the approach of  the enemy  King Udyanadeva like a coward fled to Ladakh leaving behind his family and subjects to their fate.

But Kota Rani like a woman rose to the occasion, she enthused her subjects  and also enlisted the help of Kotarajas (feudal lords) and Shahmir a muslim refugee of Iranian origin and offered battle to the invaders. 

By  offering united opposition  to the enemy  they trumpeted and saved their country. After the death of Udyanadeva  in 1339 Shahmir proclaimed himself as Sultan  and muslim rule was established in Kashmir, his descendants ruled Kashmir  till middle of sixteenth century.

*(The author has remained a Geologist of repute.)
—(To be continued) END

Kashmiri Pandit Diaspora In Himachal Pradesh-Shimla-IVtc "Kashmiri Pandit Diaspora In Himachal Pradesh-Shimla-IV"
By Upender Ambardartc "By Upender Ambardar"
My urge and impulsive desire to acquire the Kashmiri Pandit diaspora related information made me to venture out towards Annadale area of Shimla. A divergent downslide walk on the famous Mall Road near the Kennedy House heritage building leads to the sleepy spot of Annadale. It has nicest and captivating surroundings lined by huge and majestic Pine and Deodar trees. Annadale has a cluster of houses, a few houses among them being the residences of Kashmiri Pandits. Sh. Omkar Nath Koul, an original resident of Bagh Jogilankar, Rainawari, Srinagar resides at 'Long-field', Annadale. His father late Sh. Gobind Koul, who served in the Postal Department came to Shimla in the year 1956 consquent upon his transfer from Srinagar. He eventually retired as Asstt. Post Master, Postal Department Shimla in the year 1959. After his retirement, Sh Gobind Koul returned back to his native place Srinagar.

The lure of better employment opportunities available here made his son Sh. Omkar Nath Koul to return back to Shimla from Srinagar. He joined the Himachal Pradesh State Government in the year 1958 and eventually retired as Deputy Director in the Department of Planning in the year 1996. He has now constructed his own house at the Housing Colony, Sanjoli-Dalli Bypass, a lovely suburb of Shimla. His eldest son Sh. Sudhir Koul is serving in the Himachal Pradesh Electronics Development Corporation but is presently on deputation to the State Transport Department, Shimla. He is married to Mrs. Kiran Pandita of Khayar, Anantnag Kashmir. His younger brother Sh. Sanjeev Koul is an employee of Prasar Bharati and is married to Mrs. Ragini Koul, who is serving in NABARD, Jammu. The Koul family continues to adhere to their traditional customs and rituals and have not forsaken their mother-tongue Kashmiri, notwithstanding their long absence from Kashmir. The birth place still continues to be the haunt of childhood memories of Sh. Omkar Nath Koul, who in a delightful Chitchat with the author recounted and shared his reminiscences and nostalgic emotions.

Sh. DN Bhan, hailing from Gurgari mohalla, Zainakadal Srinagar is residing in the 'Silvert on' building at Annadale. He migrated to Shimla in the year 1949 and has retired as a sectional officer from the Accountant General's Office, Shimla. His son Sh. Manmohan Bhan, married in a Himachali family is serving as senior manager in the State Bank of India and is presently posted at Mumbai. One of the daughter's of Sh. DN Bhan named Mrs. Dolly Chauhan married in a Himachali family is employed in Oberoi Clarke's hotel situated in the Mall road near the lift, whileas his second daughter Mrs. Dahlia is married to Sh. Sohan Lal Bhat, who is a manager in the famous Cecil hotel situated at Choura Maidan Shimla. Late Sh. Srikant Koul, who after his retirement from the Excise and Taxation department of the J&K Government migrated to Shimla in the year 1953 and settled at lower Katheo, Shimla. He was a resident of Chattabal, Srinagar. His son late Sh. Ramji Koul, retired as a Block Development Officer in the Rural Development Department of the Himachal Pradesh Government. Sh. Ramji Koul was closely associated with the activities of the Kashmiri Pandit Sabha, Shimla and even today he is remembered for his services to the community cause.

He also functioned as President of the Kashmiri Sabha in the year 1960. His eldest son Sh. Kuldeep Koul is a senior executive in Hero Cycles, Chandigarh. He is married in a Panjabi family and his spouse Prof. Madhu, daughter of Retd. Vice Chancellor of Punjab University is herself a Professor in Punjab University Chandigarh. Late Sh. Ramji Koul's youngest son Sh. Jawahar Koul is a manager in the UCO Bank Shimla. He is married to Mrs. Alka, belonging to old Kashmiri family of UP. Mrs. Alka Koul, having M.Sc. degree to her credit is serving in DAV School Shimla. The daughter Mrs. Nirmala is married to elder brother of Sh. Upender Khashoo, a broadcaster, and an old resident of Wazapora Alikadal/Sanatnagar, Srinagar and is now settled at London, where her spouse is a hotelier . Both Sh. Kuldeep Koul and his brother Sh. Jawahar Koul have been active in the student politics during their student days in Himachal Pradesh University and Sh. Kuldeep Koul even functioned as President of the Himachal Pradesh University Student's Union.

Sh. Jawahar Koul, a talented person with artistic tastes is intimately involved with the functioning of the Kashmiri Pandit Sabha, Shimla. During one of his conversations with the author, Sh. Jawahar Koul reaffirmed his unshakable adherence and reverence for the time tested community traditions and values. He is now permanently settled at New Shimla.

Sh. Omkar Nath Dhar, an original resident of Chotta-Bazar Kanya Kadal, Srinagar shifted to Shimla in the year 1951-52 and immediately after that he got employed in the Himachal Pradesh Forest department. During his service career, Sh. Dhar has put-in maximum service at Shimla excepting for a brief stay at Solan and Kotgarh. The hard work and expertise put in by him contributed to his elevation to the prestigious post of Superintendent Grade I in the forest department. A social and supportive person invested with a caring attitude, Sh ON Dhar was actively involved with the Kashmiri Pandit Sabha Shimla. All those attributes are evident in his son Sh. Sunil Dhar, who along with Sh. Jawahar Koul are the main moving spirits behind the special occasioned community get togethers and functions at Shimal. Sh. Sunil Dhar, settled at Lower Katheo being a social and political activist also dabbles in cable network related business at Summer-Hill and Katheo.

 Married in a Kashmiri family of Jammu, the Dhar family is wedded deeply to the Kashmiri traditions. Though having been born and brought-up in Shimla, it has not deterred Sh. Sunil Dhar and his family to abandon mother tongue in the adopted land. His elder brother Sh. Jaikrishan Dhar working as a senior officer in the State Bank of India is now settled at Ponta Sahib, Himachal Pradesh. Late Dr. Pushkar Nath Thusoo, Ph.D in Botany from Lucknow University initially served as Director of Agriculture Department, Himachal Pradesh Government and lateron took-over as the first founder director of the prestigious Central Potato Research Institute, Khilini, Shimla. It is a prime institute of national fame involved with the potato seed related research cum breeding work. Dr. PN Thsuoo has contributed his expertise in the production of improved and better yielding potato varieties and his valuable contribution in this field has widely been recognised. Dr Thusoo hailing from Daddikadal Tankipora area of Srinagar set his foot in Shimla in the year 1960. He was also a holder of the prestigious Humboldt fellowship of Germany. His son Dr. Iqbal Thusoo is a specialist in the field of Cardiology and hypertension and is presently serving at Mayo Clinic, Rochester, United States of America. Dr. Iqbal Thusoo is regarded as a specialist of global fame in the field of hyptertension. 

The daughter of Dr. PN Thusoo having a Doctorate in Home Sciences has served as a Dietician in the Safdurjung Hospital, New Delhi. Late Sh. TN Ganjoo, an original inhabitant of Chinkral Mohalla Srinagar came to Shimla in search of livelihood in the year in 1949. Besides being a post-graduate in history, he had also done B.Sc. B.T. from Punjab University in the year 1948. After landing in Shimla, Sh. Ganjoo did not join the government service but started his service career as a science teacher in the D.A.V. School, Shimla. He then shifted to the S.D. School, Shimla wherefrom he eventually retired as a Principal. He also served as a principal of Convent School, Hanault, Chotta Shimla, which is adjacent to the government secretariat. Widely remembered and addressed as 'Masterji', Late Sh. TN Ganjoo  enjoyed wide spread respect both along the native Himachalis and the Kashmiri community. His distinguished and meritorious services in the field of education won him the expected recognition and he in lieu of it was awarded the Best Teacher's award by the Himachal Pradesh Government.

Though initially he lived at the lower bazaar Shimla, he latter-on shifted to his own house at Sanjoli. His eldest son Sh. B.L. Ganjoo, who was a Superintending Engineer in the State Electricity Board died in an air creash in 1993 in Kallu. He has two sons, namely Sh. Sameer Ganjoo, an Engineer who is presently posted at Kallu and second one Sh. Vineet Ganjoo, who is also an engineer at Vadodara. Late Sh. T.N. Ganjoo's second son Sh. Jaikishan Ganjoo is presently settled at Vadodara. Both his two daughters, Shivani and Shipra are married in Kashmiri families and are presently at Vadodara. Sh. Surinder Ganjoo, the third son of Late Sh. T.N  Ganjoo is a senior officer in the Bank of India and is presently posted at Mumbai. Sh. T.N. Ganjoo's daughter Mrs. Lalita is married to Sh. Satish Koul, an engineer by profession having his own business is presently settled at Chatha, Jammu.

Sh. Satish Koul's father Sh. Jagar Nath Koul, who retired from the Himachal Pradesh Secretariat is residing at lower Jakhu area near the famous Ridge Shimla. Late Sh. S.N. Ganjoo, the brother of Sh. TN Ganjoo was a librarian in the Himachal Pradesh Government. One of his daughters Mrs. Aneeta is married to the son of Prof. O.N Duloo of Solan and her husband is an officer in the Punjab National Bank at Solan, while as the second one Mrs. Nalni Bali is married in a Himachali family.

Late Sh. S.N. Ganjoo's son Dr. Neeraj Ganjoo is married to Dr. Sunitee Ganjoo (Ambardar) of Rainawari Srinagar and the couple are serving in the Rippon Hospital, Shimla, now rechristened as Deen Dayal Upadhaya Hospital.

As usual after every Chitchat, in tune with the pedestrian walk culture in vogue here; I would foot the whole length of the Mall Road to return to my residential quarter in the Radio Colony Summer Hill. The serenity of the enroute surroundings away from the din of the town would bestow a sort of pastoral solace and peace reminding me of the memorable words of J.H. Payne, 

"Home, the spot of earth supremely blest, 

A dearer, sweeter spot than all the rest".

--To be continued
